The Self-Ruled Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese
Of North America
The Diocese of Eagle River and the Northwest
Antiochian Orthodox Church of the Annunciation
AaSUai¥) A 68 Y1 B L) dwig
3107-40" Street SW, Calgary, AB T3E 3J9
Rev. Fr. George Dahdouh, D.Min. Priest.
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Sunday January 17th, 2016
Tone 8 / Eothinon 11
Venerable and God-bearing Father Anthony the Great

Sunday Services:
Vespers on Saturday 6:00 PM, Sunday Matins 9:30 AM
10:30 AM Divine Liturgy

RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE EIGHT
From the heights Thou didst descend, O compassionate One, and Thou didst submit to the three day burial, that
Thou might deliver us from passion; Thou art our life and our Resurrection, O Lord, glory to Thee.

APOLYTIKION OF ST. ANTHONY THE GREAT IN TONE FOUR

Thou didst become like the zealous Elijah in his condition, and followed John the Baptist in his upright ways,
becoming a dweller in the wilderness and an establisher of the universe by thy prayer, O Father Anthony.
Wherefore, intercede thou with Christ God to save our souls.

* Now sing the apolytikion of the patron saint or feast of the temple.

KONTAKION OF THE PRESENTATION OF CHRIST IN TONE ONE

Thou, O Christ God, Who by Thy Birth, didst sanctify the Virgin’s womb, and, as is meet, didst bless Simeon’s
arms, and didst also come to save us; preserve Thy fold in wars, and confirm them whom Thou didst love, for
Thou alone art the Lover of mankind.
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Epistle for St. Anthony the Great

Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of
His saints.

What shall I render to the Lord for all that He
has given me?

The Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to
the Hebrews. (13:17-21)

Brethren, obey your leaders and submit to them;
for they are keeping watch over your souls, as
men who will have to give account. Let them
do this joyfully, and not sadly, for that would be
of no advantage to you. Pray for us, for we are
sure that we have a clear conscience, desiring to
act honorably in all things. | urge you the more
earnestly to do this in order that 1 may be
restored to you the sooner. Now may the God
of peace Who brought again from the dead our
Lord Jesus, the great shepherd of the sheep, by
the blood of the eternal covenant, equip you
with everything good that you may do His will,
working in you that which is pleasing in His
sight, through Jesus Christ; to Whom be glory
forever and ever. Amen.
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Gospel for the Twelfth Sunday of Luke

The reading from the Holy Gospel according
to St. Luke. (17:12-19)

At that time, as Jesus entered a village, He was met
by ten lepers, who stood at a distance and lifted up
their voices and said, “Jesus, Master, have mercy
on us.” When He saw them He said to them, “Go
And as they

went they were cleansed. Then one of them, when

and show yourselves to the priests.”

he saw that he was healed, turned back, praising
God with a loud voice; and he fell on his face at
Jesus’ feet, giving Him thanks. Now he was a
Then Jesus said,

cleansed? Where are the nine? Was no one found

Samaritan. ‘“Were not ten

to return and give praise to God except this
And He said to him, “Rise and go
your way; your faith has made you well.”

foreigner?”

B B G owl S0 e cd
(17:12-19). ahy
abid L) ag )sgr\\dé\atwm‘uu)l\&qﬁ

ag_l\j_x.a\ ‘MJ}‘MW\#}}&ﬁJbJDM
w0 08w Al Ll s ) 2 Bedll § s Ly s
u;JL.\Ae_A\_A.\SJ es_us.\\‘\_\én\j‘)\j\)_;a.q\
GRS RE L JPEA S PRI NP P PREIA
4_\.3535_354_93@’;%3 (,4_15’;«5)_:444»\3;“&
HJJU_AJAJJ(Q_“QM\UJIJ\}‘)_G_EJJ:)_M’J\

JEIAERRYS

The Antiochian Women of the Annunciation Orthodox Church of Calgary

Saint Thekla Sisterhood

Schedule of Activity for the First quarter of 2016

Date Activity
Jan 17, 2016 Meeting and lunch for the Syrian new comers
Jan 24, 2016

Feb 5th, 2016
March 6, 2016
March 25, 2016

Meat fair lunch

Meeting for all Antiochian Women after the Divine Liturgy
Holy Bread class at 5:30 PM in the Church Hall (all parishioners are invited)

Annunciation Feast lunch (Potluck)

In addition, we will have a retreat on April 2nd. More details to be provided soon.




Hope to see you all and GOD Bless you.
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""We are to bestow our love on our brothers and sisters. We must not allow any malice at all to
remain in our hearts. May almighty God have regard for our love of our neighbor, so that He
may pardon our iniquities! Remember what He has taught us: 'Forgive, and you will be
forgiven.' People are in debt to us, and we to them. Let us forgive them their debts, so that what
we owe may be forgiven us. But our hearts struggle against this. They want to do what they have
been told, but there is something that makes them reluctant to do so." St. Gregory the Great.

++We are not Christians if we don’t forgive others. ++

+» Church Announcements

« Blessing of Homes: Father is going around blessing homes. Please, call or email Father to schedule a time to
bless your home. Father will continue blessing homes until Lent starts.

« Today: we welcome all of our new families arriving to Calgary from Syria today. We the community of
Annunciation would like to express to them our love and support and tell them we are happy they are here with
us.

% Instruction for blessing of homes:

1. The home of every Orthodox member of our community should be blessed every year by the priest.
Father is going to make sure to contact all members to bless their homes. You may call Father to
schedule a time to visit your home at 403/993-7945.

2. Meals are not required or expected, just coffee/tea and visiting with you and your family.




3. The whole family should be gathered together. Please have an icon of Christ, the Theotokos, or the
baptism of Christ, plus a bowel for Holy Water (you can pick up Holy Water from church or Father will
bring it with him), a candle, and several icons for the children to carry in procession.

4. TV and music should be turned off during the prayer.
5. Try to learn the Troparia in English or Arabic so the whole family can sing it together.

6. The father of the family will lead first followed by mom, then the children followed by Father in
procession throughout the house as he blesses it with Holy Water.

Attention all members: Please, sign up to offer the Holy Bread for your good health and for the health of your
family. Choose a Sunday and see Skia. Also, we should sponsor coffee hour after Liturgy, keep it light. Every
family is asked to pick up a Sunday.

Do you know: The Pre-requisite for taking Holy Communion: 1. To have a spirit of humility and a broken heart
in front of the Lord, 2. To be in good standing with the Church, 3. To be at peace with other people. 4. To have
fasted from mid-night, 4. Have done my prayers and confessed all my sins.

40 Days Memorial: for Chamoul Hanna will be on Sunday January 24" at the end of Liturgy. May his memory
be eternal.

Youth and parents meeting: January 31% after Liturgy. All parents of our teens are asked to attend.

Feast of Meeting of Christ in the Temple: will be celebrated on Monday February 1% at 7 PM.

Retreat: Mark your calendar. We are going to have a retreat on April 2" open to all churches given by Fr.
Gregory Horton. The theme is: “Facing Life and Death: The Cross and Resurrection of Jesus Christ”.

Children who spend time with their fathers have a higher 1Q: visit frjohnpeck.com blog.

Visit: www.archtripoli.com for articles and sermons in Arabic. Also visit: www.journeytoorthodoxy.com, and
www.orthodoxanswers.org

Bible Study on Sunday: starting today there will be a Bible Study on the reading of today in depth. Pick up
your coffee and come and join us.

Giving back to God: Everything we have belongs to God. If we come to church every few weeks or months
and give only a few dollars, how can our church continue paying its bills? Give regularly and consistently. Give
a portion of your income back to God. Look at the suggested guide below.

All College Students visit: www.ocf.net Are you looking for a spring break? See what OCF has to offer under
Real Break. Don’t waste your time and your life, do something more valuable to yourself and others, take a trip
with other young Orthodox people.



http://www.archtripoli.com/
http://www.journeytoorthodoxy.com/
http://www.orthodoxanswers.org/
http://www.ocf.net/

Guide to Proportionate Giving

Annual Income 10% 8% 6% 4% 3%
$25,000 2,500 2,000 1,500 1,000 750
$35,000 3,000 2,800 2,100 1,400 1,050
$40,000 4,000 3,200 2,400 1,600 1,200
$50,000 5,000 4,000 3,000 2,000 1,500
$60,000 6,000 4,800 3,600 2,400 1,800
$70,000 7,000 5,600 4,200 2,800 2,100
$80,000 8,000 6,400 4,800 3,200 2,400
$90,000 9,000 7,200 5,400 3,600 2,700

$100,000 10,000 8,000 6,000 4,000 3,000
$120,000 12,000 9,600 7,200 4,800 3,600
$150,000 15,000 12,000 9,000 6,000 4,500

Stewal‘dShip PaI‘t 6: Our Offering

to God -and others.
By Archbishop Mark

Over the past several weeks, we have discussed Scriptural giving in Genesis. As we know, salvation history
Abraham from Ur of the Chaldees and the Lord’s promise to bless him and his descendants after him.

In our last lesson we discussed Jacob, the grandson of Abraham and his flight from his brother Esau to Har.
of him and changed his wages ten times. But the Lord blessed Jacob in spite of the cunning nature of his f:
sooth the tensions with his brother Esau by softening his heart with a generous gift. Initially, upon his rett
prayed: “O God of my father Abraham and God of my father Isaac, O Lord, who said to me, ‘Return to your
all the lovingkindness and of all the faithfulness which You have shown to Your servant; for with my staff ¢
Deliver me, I pray, from the hand of my brother, from the hand of Esau; for I fear him, that he will come an
surely prosper you and make your descendants as the sand of the sea, which is too great to be numbered’”
and considered himself wholely unworthy of the Lord’s blessings, he now returns acknowledging that all h¢
him.

Jacob, who was greatly afraid of the wrath of his brother because of his own previously manipulative behax
with him a present for his brother Esau: two hundred female goats and twenty male goats, two hundred ew:
ten bulls, twenty female donkeys and ten male donkeys” (Genesis 32:13-15). God’s faithfulness to Jacob is
blessings. The Lord had blessed him so greatly, he was able to appease his brother’s wrath with a magnific
shepherd.

If you remember, the Lord made a promise to Jacob: “I am the Lord, the God of your father Abraham and th
descendants. Your descendants will also be like the dust of the earth, and you will spread out to the west ¢
descendants shall all the families of the earth be blessed. Behold, I am with you and will keep you whereve
until I have done what I have promised you” (Genesis 28:13-15). Likewise, Jacob was faithful in fulfilling hi
journey that I take, and will give me food to eat and garments to wear, and I return to my father’s house in
a pillar, will be God’s house, and of all that You give me I will surely give a tenth to You” (Genesis 28:20-22
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not his own doing, and he knew it. It was not because of his father-in-law, but in spite of him. Jacob knew
him.

Later in Jacob’s life there was a famine in the land, so he and his sons moved to Egypt, where his sons were
Lord raised up Moses to deliver His people because of His promise to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. Their pas:
passing through the Red Sea that they were freed from slavery to Pharoah and Pharoah’s armies were destr:
because of their disobedience and lack of gratitude for God’s saving activity. Likewise, by Baptism we are 1
We are set free and given the potential of eternal life by using our newfound freedom in a way that glorifie:
whose builder and maker is God. Having said that, we are also partakers of the Kingdom and eternal life as
Israel of old, some may not enter the Kingdom because of disobedience and ingratitude.

Israel of old, having passed through the Red Sea, were made free, and the Lord gave them the Torah (which
community and maintain their relationship with Him. One’s relationship with his neighbor is a good indice
Samaritan?) He instructed that each tribe was to have its own territory when they entered the promised lan
Tabernacle and were supported by the Tithe from the other eleven tribes. Throughout the first five books
brought you out of the land of Egypt, with a strong hand and an outstrecthed arm, preceeding the Lord’s cc
gratitude for His saving acts. As part of the Torah or teaching, the Lord gave instructions on giving of the 1
the Lord spoke to Aaron, ‘Now behold, I Myself have given you charge of My offerings, even all the holy gifi
sons as a perpetual allotment. This shall be yours from the most holy gifts reserved from the fire; every of
every guilt offering, which they shall render to Me, shall be most holy for you and for your sons. As the mx«
you. This also is yours, the offering of their gift, even all the wave offerings of the sons of Israel; I have giv
allotment. Everyone of your household who is clean may eat it. All the best of the fresh oil and all the bes’
give to the Lord, I give them to you. The first ripe fruits of all that is in their land, which they bring to the
it. Every devoted thing in Israel shall be yours. Every first issue of the womb of all flesh, whether man or :
firstborn of man you shall surely redeem, and the firstborn of unclean animals you shall redeem. As to the
valuation, five shekels in silver, according to the shekel of the sanctuary, which is twenty gerahs. But the f
you shall not redeem; they are holy. You shall sprinkle their blood on the altar and shall offer up their fat i
meat shall be yours; it shall be yours like the breast of a wave offering and like the right thigh. All the offe
given to you and your sons and your daughters with you, as a perpetual allotment. It is an everlasting cove
Then the Lord said to Aaron, ‘You shall have no inheritance in their land nor own any portion among them;
sons of Levi, behold, I have given all the tithe in Israel for an inheritance, in return for their service which t
not come near the tent of meeting again, or they will bear sin and die. Only the Levites shall perform the s
be a perpetual statute throughout your generations, and among the sons of Israel they shall have no inherit
to the Lord, I have given to the Levites for an inheritance; therefore I have said concerning them, They shal
Moses, saying, ‘Moreover, you shall speak to the Levites and say to them, When you take from the sons of I
then you shall present an offering from it to the Lord, a tithe of the tithe. Your offering shall be reckoned 1
wine vat. So you shall also present an offering to the Lord from your tithes, which you receive from the so:
priest. Out of all your gifts you shall present every offering due to the Lord, from all the best of them, the
from it the best of it, then the rest shall be reckoned to the Levites as the product of the threshing floor, an
your households, for it is your compensation in return for your service in the tent of meeting. You will bee
shall not profane the sacred gifts of the sons of Israel, or you will die.””

The above passage is only a sampling of the instructions the Lord gave the children of Israel concerning of:
to the tithe. The tithe was primarily to support the priestly tribe and the Tent of Meeting. The tithe came {
child was included, but to be redeemed as a remebrance that everything comes from God. Some offerings 1
by the priests and their families, yet even the priests were to offer a tithe of the tithe to Aaron the High Pri
everyone was expected to give—ten percent of the first fruits of the produce and livestock. Other offering:
beyong the tithe. Therefore, almsgiving—i.e., charity for the poor, the widow and the orphan—were above
the prophets that the litmus test of a person’s sincere devotion to God is their care and concern for the poc
Lord says, “Pure and undefiled religion in the sight of our God and Father is this: to visit orphans and wido
1:27). In the Book of Leviticus 19:9-10 we read: “Now when you reap the harvest of your land, you shall no
gleanings of your harvest. Nor shall you glean your vineyard, nor shall you gather the fallen fruit of your v
the Lord your God.”

The major point, we find once again, is that every good and perfect gift comes from God. There is nothing
Creator and Redeemer, we should honor the Lord and express our gratitude through giving back to Him the
the Lord for His saving acts in our own lives is not limited to what we offer to Him, but is also expressed in
stranger. In 1 John 3:14-18 we read: “We know that we have passed out of death into life, because we love
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hates his brother is a murderer; and you know that no murderer has eternal life abiding in him. We know L
our lives for the brethren. But whoever has the world’s goods, and sees his brother in need and closes his

children, let us not love with word or with tongue, but in deed and truth.” The Scripture here does not sim
father or ancestral heritage, but all who have in common our Heavenly Father and are made in His image ar
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