The Self-Ruled Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese
Of North America
The Diocese of Eagle River and the Northwest
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Rev. Fr. George Dahdouh, D.Min. Priest.

Tel: Cell (403) 993-7945
Email: frdahdouh@sbcglobal.net

Sunday January 24th, 2016
Tone 1/ Eothinon 1

Venerable Xenia

Sunday Services.
Vespers on Saturday 6:00 PM, Sunday Matins 9:30 AM
10:30 AM Divine Liturgy
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Entrance Hymn (Tone 2)

Come, let us worship and fall down before Christ. Save us, O Son of God, Who art risen from the

dead; who sing to Thee. Alleluia.
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Troparion of the Ressurrection (Tone 1)

While the stone was sealed by the Jews, and the soldiers were guarding Thy most pure body, Thou
didst arise on the third day, O Savior, granting life to the world. For which cause the heavenly
powers cried aloud unto Thee, O giver of life. Glory to Thy Resurrection O Christ, glory to Thy
kingdom, glory to Thy providence, O Thou Who alone art the lover of mankind.
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St. Xenia, the Deaconess of Rome (Tone 8) Troparion of

In thee, O wandering stranger, Christ the Lord hath given us an ardent intercessor for our kind. For
having received in thy life sufferings and grief and served God and men with love, thou didst acquire
great boldness. Wherefore, we fervently hasten to thee in temptations and grief, crying out from the
depths of our hearts: Put not our hope to shame, O Blessed Xenia.

Troparion for the Patron Saint of the Church
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Kontakion of the Presentation of the Lord to the Temple (Tone 1)
Thou O Christ God, who by thy birth, didst sanctify the Virgin's womb, and, as is meet, didst bless

Simeon's arms, and didst also come to save us; preserve thy fold in wars, and confirm them whom
thou didst love; for thou alone art the Lover of mankind.
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Epistle for the Thirty-First Sunday after Pentecost

O Lord, save Thy people, and bless Thine hle WIS S Lle iaa 5 S5 L ¢S
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The Reading from the First Epistle of St. Paul
to St. Timothy. (1:15-17) | ;

Timothy, my son, the saying is sure and Worthy
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of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into
the world to save sinners. And | am the foremost
of sinners; but | received mercy for this reason,
that in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ might
display His perfect patience for an example to
those who were to believe in Him for eternal life.
To the King of Ages, immortal, invisible, the
only God, be honor and glory to the ages of ages.

Amen.
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Gospel for the Fourteenth Sunday of Luke

The reading from the Holy Gospel according
to St. Luke. (18:35-43)

At that time, as Jesus drew near to Jericho, a
blind man was sitting by the roadside begging;
and hearing a multitude going by, he inquired
what this meant. They told him, “Jesus of
Nazareth i1s passing by.” And he cried, “Jesus,
Son of David, have mercy on me!” And those
who were in front rebuked him, telling him to be
silent; but he cried out all the more, “Son of
David, have mercy on me!” And Jesus stopped,
and commanded him to be brought to Him; and
when he came near, Jesus asked him, “What do
you want me to do for you?” He said, “Lord, let
me receive my sight.” And Jesus said to him,
“Receive your sight; your faith has made you
well.” And immediately he received his sight and
followed Him, glorifying God; and all the

people, when they saw it, gave praise to God.
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Blessed Xenia of St
Petersburg

Xetith oF
TETERSEUES

Commemorated on January 24

Saint Xenia lived during the eighteenth century, but little is known of her life or of her family. She passed

most of her life in Petersburg during the reigns of the empresses Elizabeth and Catherine II.

Xenia Grigorievna Petrova was the wife of an army officer, Major Andrew Petrov. After the wedding, the
couple lived in St Petersburg. St Xenia became a widow at the age of twenty-six when her husband
suddenly died at a party. She grieved for the loss of her husband, and especially because he died without

Confession or Holy Communion.

Once her earthly happiness ended, she did not look for it again. From that time forward, Xenia lost
interest in the things of this world, and followed the difficult path of foolishness for the sake of Christ.
The basis for this strange way of life is to be found in the first Epistle to the Corinthians (1 Cor. 1:18-24,
1 Cor. 2:14, 1 Cor. 3:18-19). The Lord strengthened her and helped her to bear sorrow and misfortune

patiently for the next forty-five years.

She started wearing her husband’s clothing, and insisted that she be addressed as “Andrew Feodorovich.”
She told people that it was she, and not her husband, who had died. In a certain sense, this was perfectly
true. She abandoned her former way of life and experienced a spiritual rebirth. When she gave away her
house and possessions to the poor, her relatives complained to the authorities. After speaking to Xenia,
the officials were conviced that she was in her right mind and was entitled to dispose of her property as

she saw fit. Soon she had nothing left for herself, so she wandered through the poor section of Petersburg


https://oca.org/saints/lives/2013/01/24
https://oca.org/saints/lives/2013/01/24

with no place to lay her head. She refused all assistance from her relatives, happy to be free of worldly

attachments.

When her late husband’s red and green uniform wore out, she clothed herself in rags of those colors.
After a while, Xenia left Petersburg for eight years. It is believed that she visited holy Elders and ascetics
throughout Russia seeking instruction in the spiritual life. She may have visited St Theodore of Sanaxar
(February 19), who had been a military man himself. His life changed dramatically when a young officer
died at a drinking party. Perhaps this officer was St Xenia’s husband. In any case, she knew St Theodore

and profited from his instructions.

St Xenia eventually returned to the poor section of Petersburg, where she was mocked and insulted
because of her strange behavior. When she did accept money from people it was only small amounts,
which she used to help the poor. She spent her nights praying without sleep in a field outside the city.
Prayer strengthened her, and in her heart’s conversation with the Lord she found the support she needed

on her difficult path.

When a new church was being built in the Smolensk cemetery, St Xenia brought bricks to the site. She did

this in secret, during the night, so that no one would know.

Soon her great virtue and spiritual gifts began to be noticed. She prophesied future events affecting the
citizens of Petersburg, and even the royal family. Against her will, she became known as someone
pleasing to God, and nearly everyone loved her. They said, “Xenia does not belong to this world, she
belongs to God.” People regarded her visits to their homes or shops as a great blessing. St Xenia loved
children, and mothers rejoiced when the childless widow would stand and pray over a baby’s crib, or kiss

a child. They believed that the blessed one’s kiss would bring that child good fortune.

St Xenia lived about forty-five years after the death of her husband, and departed to the Lord at the age of
seventy-one. The exact date and circumstances of her death are not known, but it probably took place at

the end of the eighteenth century. She was buried in the Smolensk cemetery.

By the 1820s, people flocked to her grave to pray for her soul, and to ask her to intercede with God for
them. So many visitors took earth from her grave that it had to be replaced every year. Later, a chapel

was built over her grave.

Those who turn to St Xenia in prayer receive healing from illness, and deliverance from their afflictions.

She is also known for helping people who seek jobs.

Sl Ly A I




s o) als 4 by Lo gle s ealS anmle ¢ giea Hlataly ol g L (g A0 e 2 3 58 O sinall Jsad) 128
(o) Liay (Al asall ) i€ gl €l Ly A gl a0l o el Calawid ) 3 sty 18 il Gl 130 44
(10 1&)@)«@\&@5&

(:AY\ L.;\ c)w\ds.i‘;cm\;\;.a u\.:é_:}cg_uu.:.ﬂ\éz Lm.a.aca).\ U\ RGNS a.J@_a cab\ d}.w‘)l\ U\ CAJAS\
ceA\J\ d}u_)cwdy USA\U‘ ‘?QJSDJ.AA.I).\S ‘wu\ }Md;c\.«;d;j\.yhd&m\c)hy‘u\w (u.\.\.ujl\)
AASJALA.\M\J)‘L&:Gm).dc\d;\‘stmu\J‘,uelm\da.@_uuu}hm‘)bdubcdp\cm\)u MAG_\A‘)SJ.\
mwjmt@ywﬂ‘gu\‘;\@uu\uxsgmwﬁm (G0 sdlay o e 15l 0l 3 s6al) delen 0
daas.a‘s‘uud.m\(;\u“y‘\sjlu u.bm_&Y\M\M\é}d}uﬁ;u&ubcmu\g._\;ﬁu:\;mu\w\
alal) caalall 538 G Wy ey ol e O Slad e s Al ¢ o8 5 yhae aallad s SO (o AV 455 o0
wu\dédiqu)g‘ﬁﬁg@ﬁds_Jﬂ\ew@gmj@}é]cdg‘}muﬂiﬁ\a\uclzwwlscﬁmfu\cgy
s an 1538 i (IS5 AL (5 58
MQ\&JMJL@.I&&AMJL;J“M\X\S mq;‘_gl;muha\qsde)S\u\umubdﬂ\aqmwcm\uu\u@bm}\qm
mu;utsu\dgu(,&suu\mmuah\y ms;uﬁdyjyj;smu\\}\)s\u\mcw (m}aj\)
c\)a;\.\%\js\wwcﬂu\UJ}Adﬂ\&\uJ\w\&_(JA_\quLu \.\l{;a\.ﬁmbuﬂu\ﬁd\.muﬂy 4_135
Lasb Ladl elaily oS5 of Ly sy i) oy el o] 8 GGl a5 ) o il S usm_u)mu\ 2 oy
uuu@uwsnm\ﬁgu\mu.bmAu\g_uswws@mmesu ol g Jsiy Y Las

S Dy Bl Qi) mny a4l i Sl O in ) (R o) (pimy Al agl) ) i gy da
dﬁc(_g‘).a 4.A-ul\JM‘A.U\‘)-\’JMY‘LL\SQDJJAJAA_\Q_!LASSMOJ.@.SIUSMYQJ&JLA‘;%QLAJDJ‘)JM\&JSJ\?J
A GT ) oY) Adaal dia (e waal \,ﬂy\u\@ydﬁwﬂudﬁuu\@uww\wsw
Gigga ol Bilay) 050 Y 3k gl GSU E) 53k Y (ol osa sa aal il iy Gyl G ey Y 138 eaa g A
psi ) c&\;\J\wu\@mL@\GA‘)@_&&_ﬂdﬁ\a&wcd}\ m}dg\ﬁmu\m\)xmmuusgu\
leme il O (ol ey Lond Ll 55 Ao lon laliy (i€ Jin )y Ol frmaall Ve Gyl 0583 o 13]Gl s
u\ (&) sl 6y L ll Mu.\ﬁ\uﬁeﬁ.ud.\wb)s s Oy Ol e 4588 Adlae & JAyy Y AS) 3 e
(‘.L@mmuﬂsﬁaﬂutsgmw_mmajgﬂﬁﬁuwdgy‘&cug\‘;mydts@i‘;;msx\omy\
g Lo sl (TSN cagn OIS 6l 2
Wlyiame 4l Ll o Vg cdeleall 3 gume (S wgw\u@w\buga\fu;ﬂujmu\d}m)na@_,m

d@éd}M\é\@Md}wdwﬂqu\e& ab}&ﬁM‘u\M&&d&uﬁu\m&

130l co) g s s miiay O o Jsmie asall OY ¢l Sl sl e Canay O Jﬁu‘wuaf«_éf—e)ﬁ‘
N L@'L@;G\cmgﬂ‘my)mﬂ\ma@@uiu‘wus\u)u;ummde\JW&b
il o) g A YT Aied o3a Ble) s 03 Al gty o Ul e Vpmaty o Ul 1L (o (tasally (il
cap\t_u\) )LL\A.}\U}JUAJJAScew\é\r_uﬂ\‘_,‘Ae\)ﬂ)\l\)h&ng&uu\‘\.ﬂy)ﬂ&_\wg\aAAb.\.l:u..\dA
dd\uj\wgw\duﬁwacd;\«_ﬁﬁu\LaA)A‘SmSAulc\YjAh\wcua&ds‘sﬁuytg‘BAJ?@_\ugb
M ol 535S ol o Gl gmansall Vi agadil ) smy Lialal e ol 51 L i pmbay 0l 0o o V3 5 Lgpam o (JS
peiaelue oo qiiad o )5y
u\ dﬁ;dm\@&)wt&s.‘:ﬁcu)l\wﬁ@\dqj}nj\u\ @Mﬂmu\bm&u\‘.@sw\@a&
\m‘.\“m cunl o 350 fllan 8 daall o3 &5 Aed L 1(10 117 W) qad i Y ey 4Tl dels sall o
A cdj}.u.d\ss.\a_mu\ \).\3\27\ u\a‘)acjs\ u\ aciss Y Y 5a Al a_tl.cuﬂ\‘_,’_%u.\c\jl\ aPY\L’JLeSS.\\ c.r“\
\&M};}d}éﬁu\g\cﬁuﬁu\_dﬂgu\d\:ﬁcu\suw‘)y\mmm\cu).)a\cgmuicﬂu\}!‘\_i\cu\.cm};\a\f
A€ el oan s QU O le) bl sa 138 Loyl aa e
X ‘).uS.\jca}\é@\uxwdcmmjwmj@\ﬁ&cvﬁjﬁu\ wu\@aj\yu_\.t\d}mu\)@_uwuﬂ
el 330 o e Uana O Uiy U aad S ol 38

6



The Antiochian Women of the Annunciation Orthodox Church of Calgary
Saint Thekla Sisterhood

Schedule of Activity for the First quarter of 2016

Date Activity

Jan 24, 2016 Meeting for all Antiochian Women after the Divine Liturgy

Feb 5th, 2016 Holy Bread class at 5:30 PM in the Church Hall (all parishioners are invited)
March 6, 2016 Meat fair lunch

March 25, 2016 Annunciation Feast lunch (Potluck)
In addition, we will have a retreat on April 2nd. More details to be provided soon.
Hope to see you all and GOD Bless you.
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+» Church Announcements

o,

% Blessing of Homes: Father is going around blessing homes. Please, call or email Father to schedule a time to
bless your home. Father will continue blessing homes until Lent starts.

o,

% Instruction for blessing of homes:

1. The home of every Orthodox member of our community should be blessed every year by the priest.
Father is going to make sure to contact all members to bless their homes. You may call Father to
schedule a time to visit your home at 403/993-7945.

2. Meals are not required or expected, just coffee/tea and visiting with you and your family.

3. The whole family should be gathered together. Please have an icon of Christ, the Theotokos, or the
baptism of Christ, plus a bowel for Holy Water (you can pick up Holy Water from church or Father will
bring it with him), a candle, and several icons for the children to carry in procession.
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4. TV and music should be turned off during the prayer.
5. Try to learn the Troparia in English or Arabic so the whole family can sing it together.

6. The father of the family will lead first followed by mom, then the children followed by Father in
procession throughout the house as he blesses it with Holy Water.

Attention all members: Please, sign up to offer the Holy Bread for your good health and for the health of your
family. Choose a Sunday and see Skia. Also, we should sponsor coffee hour after Liturgy, keep it light. Every
family is asked to pick up a Sunday.

40 Day Memorial: for Chamoul Hanna will be today, Sunday January 24™ , at the end of Liturgy. May his
memory be eternal.

Parish Life Conference: Plan on attending the PLC this year. Make it part of your vacation. It is going to be in
Phoenix, Arizona from June 28" to July 3", Visit www.antiochianevents.com/la.html

Orthodox Men Retreat: April 8" — 10™. All men are invited to attend. See Sam Salloum to register.

Church Etiguette: visit www.antiochian.org/christianeducation/etiquette. The article will tell us how to behave
in the Orthodox Church. How women and men should dress in church.

Youth and parents meeting: January 31% after Liturgy. All parents of our teens are asked to attend.

Feast of Meeting of Christ in the Temple: will be celebrated on Monday February 1% at 7 PM.

Retreat at our church: Mark your calendar. We are going to have a retreat on April 2" open to all our
members and local churches given by Fr. Gregory Horton. The theme is: “Facing Life and Death: The Cross and
Resurrection of Jesus Christ”.

Visit this website for good spiritual articles: blog.ancientfaith.com/faithencouraged
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Giving back to God: Everything we have belongs to God. If we come to church every few weeks or months
and give only a few dollars, how can our church continue paying its bills? Give regularly and consistently. Give
a portion of your income back to God. Look at the suggested guide below.

Guide to Proportionate Giving

Annual Income 10% 8% 6% 4% 3%
$25,000 2,500 2,000 1,500 1,000 750
$35,000 3,000 2,800 2,100 1,400 1,050
$40,000 4,000 3,200 2,400 1,600 1,200
$50,000 5,000 4,000 3,000 2,000 1,500
$60,000 6,000 4,800 3,600 2,400 1,800
$70,000 7,000 5,600 4,200 2,800 2,100
$80,000 8,000 6,400 4,800 3,200 2,400
$90,000 9,000 7,200 5,400 3,600 2,700

$100,000 10,000 8,000 6,000 4,000 3,000
$120,000 12,000 9,600 7,200 4,800 3,600
$150,000 15,000 12,000 9,000 6,000 4,500




YOU ARE INVITED TO THE THIRTEENTH ANNUAL

ORTHODOX MEN’S RETREAT

OF

ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST

THEME: THE WAY OF REPENTANCE

GUEST SPEAKER: FR. THEOPHANES (CONSTANTINE)

Organizing Parishes
Information

Antiochian Orthodox
Church of the
Annunciation —

Fr. George Dahdouh
Contact: Sam Salloum

St. Mary’s Romanian
Orthodox Parish —

Fr. Michael Lupu;
Contacts: Dennis Lipon,
Daniel Cojocariu

St. Vladimir’s Ukrainian
Orthodox Congregation —
Fr. Taras Krochak and

Fr. Timothy Charpko
Contacts: Glen Tacey, lhor
Triska, Dan Zukiwsky

APRIL 8-10, 2016

SANCTUM RETREAT CENTRE
CAROLINE, ALBERTA

Sessions:
See Attached Schedule
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Organizing Parishes
Information

Serbian Orthodox
Church St. Simeon —
Fr. Obrad Filipovic

St. Demetrios Greek
Orthodox Church -
Fr. Peter Rougas

St. Peter the Aleut OCA
Church —Fr. Phillip
Eriksson

Contact: Allan Lyons




The true Orthodox way of thought has always been historical, has always included the past, but has never been
enslaved by it. For, the strength of the Church is not in the past, present, or future, but in Christ.
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GRAND CANYON STATE
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