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Sunday Services:

Vespers on Saturday 6 PM, Sunday Matins 9:30 AM
10:45 AM Divine Liturgy

RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE TWO
When Thou didst submit Thyself unto death, O Thou deathless and immortal One, then Thou didst
destroy hell with Thy Godly power. And when Thou didst raise the dead from beneath the earth, all
the powers of Heaven did cry aloud unto Thee: O Christ, Thou giver of life, glory to Thee.

APOLYTIKION OF THE HOLY FATHERS IN TONE EIGHT
Thou, O Christ, art our God of exceeding praise Who didst establish our Holy Fathers as luminous
stars upon earth, and through them didst guide us unto the true Faith, O most merciful One, glory to
Thee.
¢ Now sing the apolytikion of the patron saint



mailto:frdahdouh@sbcglobal.net

KONTAKION FOR ORDINARY SUNDAYS IN TONE TWO
O protection of Christians that cannot be put to shame, mediation unto the Creator most constant, O
despise not the suppliant voices of those who have sinned; but be thou quick, O good one, to come
unto our aid, who in faith cry unto thee: Hasten to intercession, and speed thou to make supplication,
thou who dost ever protect, O Theotokos, them that honor thee.
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The Epistle:
Blessed are Thou, O Lord, the God of our Fathers.
For Thou art just in all that Thou hast done.
The Reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to St. Titus. (3:8-15)

Titus, my son, the saying is sure. | desire you to insist on these things, so that those who have believed
in God may be careful to apply themselves to good deeds; these are excellent and profitable to men.
But avoid stupid controversies, genealogies, dissension, and quarrels over the law, for they are
unprofitable and futile. As for a man who is factious, after admonishing him once or twice, have
nothing more to do with him, knowing that such a person is perverted and sinful; he is self-condemned.
When | send Artemas or Tychicus to you, do your best to come to me at Nicopolis, for | have decided
to spend the winter there. Do your best to speed Zenas the lawyer and Apollos on their way; see that
they lack nothing. And let our people learn to apply themselves to good deeds, so as to help cases of
urgent need, and not to be unfruitful. All who are with me send greetings to you. Greet those who
love us in the faith. Grace be with you all. Amen.
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The Gospel
The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke. (8:5-15)

The Lord spoke this parable: “A sower went out to sow his seed; and as he sowed, some fell along the
path, and was trodden under foot, and the birds of the air devoured it. And some fell on the rock; and as it grew
up, it withered away, because it had no moisture. And some fell among thorns; and the thorns grew with it and
choked it. And some fell into good soil and grew, and yielded a hundredfold.” And when His Disciples asked
Him what this parable meant, Jesus said, “To you it has been given to know the secrets of the kingdom of God;
but for others they are in parables, so that seeing they may not see, and hearing they may not understand. Now
the parable is this: The seed is the word of God. The ones along the path are those who have heard; then the
devil comes and takes away the word from their hearts that they may not believe and be saved. And the ones
on the rock are those who, when they hear the word, receive it with joy; but these have no root, they believe for
a while and in time of temptation fall away. And as for what fell among the thorns, they are those who hear,
but as they go on their way, they are choked by the cares and riches and pleasures of life, and their fruit does
not mature. And as for that in the good soil, they are those who, hearing the word, hold it fast in an honest and
good heart, and bring forth fruit with patience.” As Jesus said this, He called out, “‘He who has ears to hear, let

him hear.”
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Bishop John writes: The priest assumes many roles in the parish. Sometimes he interacts with his
parishioner as confessor, parish administrator, social coordinator, life coach, advisor, spiritual guide,
teacher or friend. The rules of interaction in each of these roles may be a bit different, so our
interactions need to be thought through, so that the varied roles don't compromise the effectiveness
of those roles most essential. The concept of boundaries offers us a helpful way of talking about
confession and our multiple roles. I believe the role of confessor (and in this article, by "confessor,"” |
mean one who hears our confession) is the most essential.

"Behold, I stand at the door and knock: If any man hear my voice and open the door, I will come in
to him, and I will sup with him, and he with me"(Revelation 3:20). In this image, Christ stands at the

4



door, at the border of the home, making his voice known but waiting for an invitation. He does not
impose Himself on the dwellers of the home, yet as the good Shepherd, His voice is known because
He has already shown his love and guided the sheep. "The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and
the sheep listen to his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out™ (John 10:3).
Likewise the confessor needs to know the penitent, and must have already shown God's love and
won his trust in order to be effective. Knowing implies an intimate relationship. When accepted and
invited in, the Lord will then sup with him. Having supper together again implies the sharing of life
within an intimate and trusting relationship. This is the model of the pastor-penitent relationship. It is
also a model of our royal priesthood, sharing God with our family and neighbor, always aware of
how God works and dwells in us.

The nature of priesthood is two-fold: sacrificial and prophetic. Like Aaron, the parish priest stands
with the penitent, offering up sacrifices to cover sin. The Old Testament image of the priesthood was
of one receiving sacrifices from the people and offering them at the altar of God. The blood of
animals sacrificed was to cover the sins of the penitent. Christ completed this priesthood by being
the Offerer and the Offered, as He sacrificed Himself for us. Today the priest stands with the
penitent at God's altar and, instead of offering up material sacrifices, brings the penitent to Christ by
helping the penitent understand the nature of sin in general and the roots and ramications of a
particular sin confessed. This allows the penitent to take responsibility for the sin, as well as to
understand enough about his sin to be more successful in avoiding the repetition of it.

Secrets have a kind of power of their own. When a penitent allows his confessor to know his sin, he
then has a witness to help him be more accountable, to get a more accurate perspective on the sin, to
recognize the consequences and dangers of the sin, and to lessen its power. When we suppress our
feelings and sins, they take on a kind of power and are experienced in an exaggerated way. When we
confess our sins to another person, we can see them more realistically. Secrets also have a

tendency to haunt us. Once confessed, they lose some of their power over us.

The prophetic dimension of the priesthood allows the priest to share what the Scriptures, Fathers and
Church wisdom offer about sin generally, and about particular sins. The prophet speaks God's truth,
or, in other words, reveals reality. The priest not only has an opportunity to teach what God reveals
to mankind, but is called to demonstrate God's ability and desire to forgive. To be an honest steward,
the parish priest does not speak from his own opinions; rather, he shares what he has learned from
his life in the Church, readings of the Scriptures and Fathers, and acts within the guidelines given
him by his bishop. In confession, the priest is charged with the responsibility of showing God's
forgiveness when a sin is repented of, or calling the penitent to an action that brings him out of sin.

Christ calls us to gather together in His name and share in fellowship with Him. The Church or
ecclesia is God's people called out of sinfulness to a holy relationship with God and with each other.
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When a priest and penitent come together for this sacrament, within the Church they beseech the
Lord for forgiveness, revelation, and reconciliation. Mystically connected through the Eucharist to
God and each other, sins that separate the penitent from God and the Church are overcome. Those
sins which separated us from God are forgiven and separated from the penitent as far as "the East is
from the West." By way of confession and reconciliation, God, through the Church, gives

the penitent a new start. In other words, the parish priest's function is to be faithful; faithful to God
and to the penitent. The "real priest" is Christ who stands between God and man, Himself both man
and God. The parish priest makes Christ present or incarnate (enmeshed, so to speak). In Christ, the
priest reveals God's forgiveness, nature and desire. God desires the salvation of his handiwork.

The parish priest expresses the priesthood of Christ most clearly when he hears confessions.
Studying how and where this sacrament takes place helps us to understand better how we can most
efectively relate to God and each other. The bishop or parish priest stands as if on the border of the
meeting between penitent and icon or gospel, looking in. He is not positioned between man and his
God, but on the side — pun intended — of both. Although one could make the observation here that
it is Christ Himself who stands between God the Father and each of us, the bishop or parish priest's
function is to help the penitent understand what he is confessing, to understand the wisdom of the
Church in dealing with sin and painful experiences, to witness to what God says about such sins, and
to reveal God's power and desire to forgive sins.

Without the recognition that Christ is the priest in the sacrament of Confession, the priest will take
on the responsibility of changing the penitent. Such a burden will exhaust the priest and will
compromise his effectiveness. In addition, by confusing himself with God, the minister could

fall victim to the sin of pride. This leads to judgmental behavior, loftiness, immature acting

and general narcissism. It will also inescapably sabotage the repentance process.

The parish priest's function is to represent the bishop, who is the visible source of the authority or
oneness of the Church. The bishop presides at the assemblies of the diocese and connects the church
to all of the other churches. He has the task of rightly maintaining and teaching the faith, as well as
keeping the peace and unity of the communities. Because we penitents are members of the Church
which is the body of Christ, the sins of each of us aect all the members of the body. Our sins prevent
us from best witnessing to God in our world and building up the Church. Our sins also make us

bad examples, leading others into temptation or causing them harm.

Representing the bishop, who is the leader of the local church, the pastor reconciles us to the Church.
The priest speaks on behalf of the people of God as well as humanity, when he forgives. Here again,
God is God; understanding our roles and functions allows the priest to fulll our work faithfully
without added personal responsibility. The work done on behalf of the Church is done without
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personal offense, fear or jealousy. Clergy need not worry about being personally taken advantage of,
nor do they need to worry about people taking advantage of God.

Instead we need to remember that God forgives seventy times seven, or innately, and it is the
responsibility of the clergy to discern and deliver the message of what God is doing and saying. Let
us remember the command of God given to St. Peter and to the Church: "If you forgive the sins of
any, they are forgiven, and if you retain the sins of any, they are retained" (John 20:23). Here we are
revealing what God is forgiving and what God is retaining.

Parishioners sometimes fear that the bishop or parish priest will lose respect for them if they confess
sins. The priest must show appreciation for the difficulties of self-disclosure and how

respectable and laudable a good confession is. It takes great courage to deal with sin. Clergy and
parishioners alike respect those who confess shameful things more than they respect those who
cannot. Clergy and parishioners when hearing things said by other parishioners can prevent
themselves from being tempted to judge by remembering how all of the same passions face all.

Announcements

Do You Know: Your donation to your church is tax detectable? The law allows you to include it in
your income tax. Please, put your name on the envelope. When you give to your church, not only do
you benefit spiritually, but you benefit financially. Be generous, everything you have is not yours, it
belongs to God. Give Him back what belong to Him.

>>>>Hear Ye all Young Adults: Meet and hangout with Orthodox Christian Young Adults from all
over North America in Big Bear Lake, CA at the 2016 Young Adult Winter Retreat - Hosted by the
Young Adult Ministry within the Diocese of Los Angeles and the West. We've planned a weekend full
of activities; including snow tubing, snowboarding, skiing and spiritual discussions lead by the V. Rev.
Father Gregory Horton and the V. Rev. Father David Sommer. Our topic will be focused on "A Christian
Ending to our Life - An Orthodox Christian perspective on death." Visit:
http://www.dlawyoungadults.com/events.

Teens: October is Teens Month: Our teens will read the epistle, do the collection, usher, welcome
people at the door, and help with chanting.

Stop and read: All College Students: > College Conference > CC West 2015
REGISTRATION FOR CC WEST 2015 IS NOW OPEN! To access the Registration Page go to OCF.net

College Conference West 2015 — St. Nicholas Ranch, California

Dates: December 28-31, 2015

Cost: $250.00

Scholarships: $100.00 scholarships are available. Click here to access the Application. Please note that you must
register and pay the $150.00 in order to be considered.

Required Form: Medical Information

Transportation is available to/from the Bay Area, LAX Airport, and the Fresno Airport!

(Register by December 1st to qualify)

Keynote Speaker: Rev. Fr. Apostolos Hill, Priest at Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Cathedral — Phoenix, AZ



http://www.dlawyoungadults.com/events
http://www.ocf.net/college-conference/
http://stnicholasranch.org/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1qvnAMF0I7fxauATG-NOYnw-_oUb2mtT1qcLxIul1AHM/viewform?usp=send_form
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B3uauj8UbgIbUnlFS1FOX3BsLVU/view?usp=sharing
http://www.holytrinityphx.org/about-us/clergy/

Food for The Hungry: We will be starting our Canned and non-perishable Food Drive. The drive will
continue until the end of the year. The non-perishable food will be distributed to local homeless
shelters. Father is looking for someone to be in charge of the Food Drive.

Save these dates and support our wonderful and growing community!

Sundayv School News:

% Today October 11" Pancake Breakfast. Today tickets will be sold for the Breakfast. They
are $5 each. Please support your children.

% October 315 All Saints Party: We will have our first All Saints Party at the church on
October 31% from 2:00 to 5:00 PM. Children will dress up as saints and join in a parade. No
demonic customs of devils, Satan etc. More details to come.

< December 20" Christmas Play: at the Greek Church. More details to follow.

Teen Activities:

% October 11" Pancakes breakfast after Liturgy. Tickets are on sale from anyone of our teachers.
% October 18" Bowling after Liturgy.

St. Thekla Women’s Organization News:

> 2015-2016 Women Project: Help Feed Hungry Children.

% October 18" Monthly meeting after Liturgy. All ladies 18 years and older are expected to
attend so we can plan our upcoming events and fundraisers.

% October 25™ Monthly Lunch after Liturgy. The ladies are preparing a delicious thank giving
lunch. Please, support them.

Immigration Assistance: Please don’t call Antoinette from Catholic Immigration. Fr. George with
the help of Ghassan Singer (403)804-2750, and Hanan Saman (587)700-1194, will prepare a list of
names to be presented to Antoinette. Only immediate relatives like brothers, sisters and parents will
be presented. If you are a member of our community, you may speak to one of the following above
people. Father George will approve with his signature the final list to be presented. Thank you
for your cooperation. PS. Those who already applied may give us their names and the names of their
relatives to discuss it with Antoinette. Thank you.

Fall Retreat: Frederica Mathews-Green will be the speaker at St. Herman of Alaska Orthodox Church
in Edmonton on November 7. Fee $45. For information call Fr. Vincent 780/288-5347.

> Be the Bee: Visit www.goarch.org , top to the right Spotlight, and then Be the Bee videos.

» Fasting: Orthodox people fast every Wednesday and Friday. Also, we fast before Holy Communion

starting at midnight unless you are taking medication or pregnant. See Father.

Epistle Readers: Father will have a meeting with the Epistle readers on October 18" after Liturgy.
We will have readers in Arabic and English. If interested please see Father or Ramza.

> Young Adults: October 15" at the church at 7 PM.

Vespers Every Wednesday: followed by Bible Studies.
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> Special

collection on

October 18 for Special Olympics

\ Y

Special Olympics

SAINT PORPHYRIOS
OF KAVSOKALYVIA

AWARENESS DAY

As NAC Teen SOYO prepares to run and sponsor the 35th Annual
Special Olympics Sports Camp; we ask that you be generous in helping
our teens in this ministry. Three hundred and twenty-seven (327)
athletes and coaches participated in our camp last summer. Teen SOYO
members come from all over North America to volunteer their time, to
reach out to others, and fulfill the Gospel: “Inasmuch as you did it to one
of the least of these My brethren, you did it to Me” (Matthew 25:40)

Next Sunday, October 18, our teens will request your financial
donations to enable them to sponsor the 35" Annual Special Olympics
Sports Camp, which will be held at the Antiochian Village, in August of
2016. Please be generous as our teens need to raise in excess of $72,000
to run this worthwhile program.

Asan expression of our teens’ gratitude for your support of this important
ministry, you will receive an icon bookmark of Saint Porphyrios. He
served in the Athonite Skete of Kafsokalyvia, in the Cell of St. George.
Through his role as spiritual father, Saint Porphyrios became known to
an ever-wider circle of Orthodox followers. He was declared a saint on
November 27, 2013.

Thank you for your assistance. Please make checks payable to
your local teen group.

DONATE ONLINE (Select “SOYO Special Olympics”)
https://www.antiochianevents.org/donate/TeenSOYO

Awareness Day.
|




