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Tel: Home (587) 353-3536, Cell (403) 993-7945
Email: frdahdouh@sbcglobal.net

Sunday November 1st, 2015
Tone 5/ Eothinon 11

Holy Unmercenaries Cosmas and Damian of Asia & Fifth Sunday of Luke

Sunday Services:

Vespers on Saturday 6 PM, Sunday Matins 9:30 AM
10:45 AM Divine Liturgy

Troparion of the resurrection -Tone 5
Let us believers praise and worship the Word; coeternal with the Father and the Spirit, born of the
Virgin for our salvation. For, He took pleasure in ascending the Cross in the flesh to suffer death; and
to raise the dead by His glorious Resurrection.

APOLYTIKION OF SS. COSMAS AND DAMIAN OF ASIA IN TONE EIGHT
O ye silver-hating, wonderworking saints, Cosmas and Damian, visit our sicknesses. Freely ye received,
freely give unto us.

e Now sing the apolytikion of the patron saint

KONTAKION FOR ORDINARY SUNDAYS IN TONE TWO
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O protection of Christians that cannot be put to shame, mediation unto the Creator most constant, O
despise not the suppliant voices of those who have sinned; but be thou quick, O good one, to come
unto our aid, who in faith cry unto thee: Hasten to intercession, and speed thou to make supplication,
thou who dost ever protect, O Theotokos, them that honor thee.
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The Epistle:
(For Ss. Cosmas and Damian of Asia)
In the saints that are in His earth hath the Lord been wondrous.
| beheld the Lord ever before me.

The Reading from the First Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians. (12:27-13:8)
Brethren, you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. And God has appointed in the
Church first apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then workers of miracles, then healers,
helpers, administrators, speakers in various kinds of tongues. Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are
all teachers? Do all work miracles? Do all possess gifts of healing? Do all speak with tongues? Do
all interpret? But earnestly desire the higher gifts. And I will show you a still more excellent way. If
| speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, | am a noisy gong or a clanging
cymbal. And if | have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if |
have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but have not love, | am nothing. If I give away all | have,
and if I deliver my body to be burned, but have not love, | gain nothing. Love is patient and kind;
love is not jealous or boastful; it is not arrogant or rude. Love does not insist on its own way; it is not
irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice at wrong, but rejoices in the right. Love bears all things,
believes all things, hopes all things, and endures all things. Love never ends.
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The Gospel

(For the Fifth Sunday of Luke)

The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke. (16:19-31)
The Lord said, “There was a rich man, who was clothed in purple and fine linen and who feasted
sumptuously every day. And at his gate lay a poor man named Lazarus, full of sores, who desired to
be fed with what fell from the rich man’s table; moreover the dogs came and licked his sores. The poor
man died and was carried by the angels to Abraham’s bosom. The rich man also died and was buried;
and in Hades, being in torment, he lifted up his eyes, and saw Abraham far off and Lazarus in his
bosom. And he called out, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy upon me, and send Lazarus to dip the end of
his finger in water and cool my tongue; for I am in anguish in this flame.” But Abraham said, ‘Son,
remember that you in your lifetime received your good things, and Lazarus in like manner evil things;
but now he is comforted here, and you are in anguish. And besides all this, between us and you a great
chasm has been fixed, in order that those who would pass from here to you may not be able, and none
may cross from there to us.” And he said, ‘Then I beg you, father, to send him to my father’s house,
for I have five brothers, so that he may warn them, lest they also come into this place of torment.” But
Abraham said, ‘They have Moses and the prophets; let them hear them.” And he said, ‘No, father
Abraham; but if someone goes to them from the dead, they will repent.” He said to him, ‘If they do
not hear Moses and the prophets, neither will they be convinced if someone should rise from the
dead.””
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Spiritual Insights from St. Paisios of Mt. Athos : Question: ELDER, when the
Apostle Paul writes, “the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy...” does he mean that joy is an
indication of a proper life?

Elder: Yes, because there is a worldly joy and divine joy. When something is not
spiritual, pure, there cannot be true joy and peace in the heart. The joy experienced by
a spiritual person is not the worldly joy sought by many today. Let’s not mix things
up. Did the Saints have the kind of joy we are seeking today? Did the Panaghia [All-
holy one] have such joy? Did Jesus go around laughing? Which Saint has gone
through this life without pain? Which Saint had the joy sought by many present-day
Christians who do not want to hear anything unpleasant, who do not want to worry or
lose their serenity? If I do not want to worry or be troubled so that I may be happy, if [
do not want to lose my serenity so that I may be meek, than I am indifferent! Spiritual
meekness and meekness out of indifference are two different things. Some people say,
“I must be cheerful because I am a Christian. I must be calm because I am a
Christian.” Such people are not Christians. Do you understand? That is indifference, it
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is worldly joy. One who has these worldly elements is not a spiritual person. A
spiritual person is a mass of pain. That is to say, a spiritual person is pained over
circumstances, over people, but is compensated for this pain by divine consolation. He
does feel pain, but inside he also feels divine consolation, for God is pouring blessing
from Paradise and man is overjoyed with divine love. This is the joy, the spiritual joy,
which is not expressed but, rather, abounds in the heart.”

Announcements

1. Feast Days Celebrated in November: Please mark vour calendars and join us

a. St. Raphael of Brooklyn: Friday November 6™: Orthros 6 PM followed by the Divine
Liturgy.

b. Entry of the Theotokos: Friday November 20", Orthros 6 PM, followed by the Divine
Liturgy.

. “Honor the Lord with your substance and with the first fruits of all your produce; then your
barns will be filled with plenty, and your vats will be bursting with wine.” Taken from the
Stewardship website of the Antiochian Archdiocese (stewardship/Antiochian.org)

Stewardship involves giving the first fruits of our time, our talents, and our resources
to the glory of God. Everything we do at work, at play, and with our families must find
us behaving in ways which glorify God. This is not only our duty as Orthodox
Christians, it is a way of life which brings us the greatest joy and fulfillment. Our parish
provides all of us with a place to worship and with a place to receive the holy sacraments
of the Orthodox faith. For this we must be eternally thankful. Our parish also sponsors
activities and programs designed to raise funds for worthy projects and to provide
fellowship for our families. Our help and support of these activities is part of what we
mean when we use the word stewardship. What does it mean to offer our, “first fruits?”
Before we pay our monthly bills, we must set aside a portion of our resources in
thanksgiving to God for His many blessings.

Teens from Edmonton: Teens from our sister parish of St. Philip will be visiting our teens on
November 11", All teens are invited to attend the activities starting at 10.30 AM. Parents, we need
your help, please see Mary Basmajian.

Business Directory: Many people in our community own businesses. Please, give Father your
business card, Father would like to create a business directory for our members. We should support
our brothers and sisters, members of our Christian community in Calgary.

Food for The Hungry: Please, bring canned and non-perishable food for the poor people. The drive
will continue until the end of the year. The non-perishable food will be distributed to local homeless
shelters.

. Fasting: Orthodox people fast every Wednesday and Friday. Also, we fast before Holy Communion
starting at midnight unless you are taking medication or pregnant. See Father.

. Vespers Every Wednesday: followed by Bible Studies.
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