December 25™, 2015

The Nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ.
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“Christ is born, glorify him.”
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THE FIRST ANTIPHON
* | will praise Thee, O Lord, with my whole heart: | will speak of all Thy marvelous works. In the
assembly of the upright and in the congregation, the works of the Lord are great. (Through the
intercessions....)
* They are sought out according to all His purposes. His work is honorable and glorious, and His
righteousness endureth forever. ( Through the intercessions....)
* Glory... Both now... ( Through the intercessions....)

THE SECOND ANTIPHON
* Blessed is the man that feareth the Lord; that delighteth greatly in His commandments. His seed
shall be mighty upon earth; the generation of the upright shall be blessed.
Save us, O Son of God, Who wast born of a Virgin; who sing to Thee. Alleluia.
* Glory and riches shall be in His house, and His righteousness endureth forever. Save us, O Son
of God, Who wast born of a Virgin
* Unto the upright there ariseth light in the darkness: He is gracious, full of compassion and
righteous. Save us, O Son of God, Who wast born of a Virgin

THE THIRD ANTIPHON
The Lord said unto my Lord: sit Thou at My right hand, until I make Thine enemies Thy footstool.
The Lord shall send Thee a rod of strength out of Zion. With Thee is dominion in the day of Thy
power, in the beauties of Thy saints. (Now sing the Festal Apolytikion: “Thy Nativity, O Christ.”)
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(Troparion of the Nativity)

Thy Nativity, O Christ our God, hath given rise to the light of knowledge in the world; for they
that worshipped the stars did learn there from to worship Thee, O Sun of justice, and to know that
from the east of the Highest Thou didst come. O Lord, glory to Thee.

Kontakion of the Nativity:

Today the Virgin giveth birth to the Transcendent in essence; the earth offereth the cave to the
unapproachable One; the angels with the shepherds glorify Him; and the Magi with the star travel
on their way; for a new child hath been born for our sakes, God before the ages.
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The Epistle:
All those on earth worship thee and sing unto Thee,
Alleluia to God, O all the earth.

The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul Epistle to the Galatians. (4:4-7)
Brethren, when the time had fully come, God sent forth His Son, born of woman, born under the
law, to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons. And
because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of His Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!”
So, through God you are no longer a slave but a son, and if a son then also an heir.
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The Gospel
The reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew. (2:1-12)

Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise men
from the East came to Jerusalem, saying, “Where is He who has been born king of the Jews? For
we have seen His star in the East, and have come to worship Him.” When Herod the king heard
this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; and assembling all the chief priests and scribes
of the people, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. They told him, “In Bethlehem
of Judea; for so it is written by the prophet: ‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judea, are by
no means least among the rulers of Judea; for from you shall come a ruler who will govern My
people Israel.”” Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what
time the star appeared; and he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the
child, and when you have found Him bring me word, that I too may come and worship Him.”
When they had heard the king they went their way; and lo, the star which they had seen in the East
went before them, until it came to rest over the place where the child was. When they saw the star,
they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy; and going into the house they saw the child with Mary
His mother, and they fell down and worshiped Him. Then, opening their treasures, they offered
Him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh. And being warned in a dream not to return to Herod,
they departed to their own country by another way.
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Announcements

Christmas Community get together: Father and Khouryia would like to invite the community to
their new home, 84 Hawkhill Road NW, on December 27% from 4 PM. No gifts please. You may
bring with you a dish to share, sweets, or drinks and wine. Please, speak to Khouryia Manal.

New Year Eve Liturgy: We will celebrate the Feast of the Circumcision of Christ and St. Basil
with Liturgy at 3 PM. There will be a service of Thanksgiving for the New Year. May the New
Year bring peace and health to all of you and your loved ones.

No Vespers: Next Saturday.



