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The Feast of the Entrance into Jerusalem of our Lord Jesus Christ

Today’s Liturgy Inserts
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First Antiphon

| am filled with joy, for the Lord will hear the voice
of my supplication. The anguish of death
encompassed me, the perils of hell beset me.

Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O
Savior, save us.

| found tribulation and anguish, and | called upon
the Name of the Lord. | will walk acceptably
before the Lord in the land of the living.

Glory... Both now...

Second Antiphon

| believed, and therefore have | spoken: but | was
deeply humiliated. What shall | render unto the
Lord, for all His benefits unto me?

Save us, O Son of God, Who didst sit upon the foal of a

donkey; who sing to Thee. Alleluia.

| will take the cup of Salvation, and call upon the
Name of the Lord.

Save us, O Son of God...

| will pay my vows unto the Lord in the presence
of all His people.
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Save us, O Son of God...

Glory... Both now... O, only begotten Son and Word of
God...

Third Antiphon

O, give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good: for
His mercy endureth forever. Let the house of
Israel now say that He is good: for His mercy

endureth forever. Let the house of Aaron now
say that He is good: for His mercy endureth

forever. Let all that fear the Lord now say that
He is good: for His mercy endureth forever.
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Troparion of Lazarus (Tone 1)

O Christ God, when Thou didst raise Lazarus from the dead, before Thy Passion, Thou didst
confirm the universal resurrection. Wherefore, we, like children, carry the insignia of triumph and
victory, and cry to Thee, O Vanquisher of death: Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is He Who cometh
in the Name of the Lord

42 93 ga¥)Entrance Hymn
) el S M A Gl anl Y3 e Ll Sl il el o ids e i e b e G L Gals
o N ») - (R R OB R e by R RS >

Blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord. The Lord is God and hath appeared unto us. Save
us, O Son of God, who didst sit upon the foal of an ass, who sing unto thee, Alleluia
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Troparion of Lazarus (Tone 1)




O Christ God, when Thou didst raise Lazarus from the dead, before Thy Passion, Thou didst confirm
the universal resurrection. Wherefore, we, like children, carry the insignia of triumph and victory, and
cry to Thee, O Vanquisher of death: Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is He Who cometh in the Name
of the Lord
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Troparion of Palm Sunday (Tone 4)

O Christ God, when we were buried with Thee in Baptism, we became deserving of Thy Resurrection
to immortal life. Wherefore, we praise Thee, crying: Hosanna in the highest! Blessed is He that cometh
in the Name of the Lord.
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Kontakion of Palm Sunday (Tone 6)

Upborne upon the heavenly throne, and seated upon the earthly foal, O Christ our God, receive the
praises of angels and the hymns of men, exclaiming before Thee, Blessed is He that cometh to restore
Adam.
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Epistle of Palm Sunday

Blessed is He Who cometh in the Name of the Lord.
O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good; for
His mercy endures forever.

The Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to
the Philippians. (4:4-9)

Brethren, rejoice in the Lord always; again | will
say, Rejoice. Let all men know your forbearance.
The Lord is at hand. Have no anxiety about
anything, but in everything by prayer and
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supplication with thanksgiving let your requests
be made known to God. And the peace of God,
which passes all understanding, will keep your
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. Finally,
brethren, whatever is true, whatever is honorable,
whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is
lovely, whatever is gracious, if there is any
excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise,
think about these things. What you have learned
and received and heard and seen in me, these do;

and the God of peace will be with you.
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Gospel of Palm Sunday

The Reading of the Holy Gospel according to
St. John (12:1-18)

Six days before the Passover, Jesus came to
Bethany, where Lazarus who had died was,
whom Jesus had raised from the dead. There
they made him a supper; Martha served, and
Lazarus was one of those at table with him. Mary
took a pound of costly ointment of pure nard and
anointed the feet of Jesus and wiped his feet with
her hair; and the house was filled with the
fragrance of the ointment.

But Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, one of his
disciples [he who was to betray Jesus], said “Why
was this ointment not sold for three hundred
denarii and given to the poor?” This he said, not
because he cared for the poor but because he
was a thief, and as he had the money box he used
to take what was put into it. Jesus said, “Let her
alone, let her keep it for the day of my burial. The
poor you always have with you, but you do not
always have me.” When the great crowd of the
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Jews learned that he was there, they came, not
only on account of Jesus but also to see Lazarus,
whom Jesus had raised from the dead. So the
chief priests planned to put Lazarus also to death,
because on account of him many of the Jews
were going away and believing in Jesus.

The next day a great crowd who had come to the
feast heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem.
So they took branches of palm trees and went out
to meet him, crying, “Hosanna! Blessed is he who
comes in the name of the Lord, the King of
Israel!” And Jesus found a young ass and sat
upon it; as it is written, “Fear not, daughter of
Zion; behold, your king is coming, sitting on an
ass’s colt!”

His disciples did not understand this at first; but
when Jesus was glorified, then they remembered
that this had been written of him and had been
done to him. The crowd that had been with Jesus
when he called Lazarus out of the tomb and
raised him from the dead bore witness. The
reason why the crowd went to meet Jesus was
that they heard he had done this sign.
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Megalynarion (Tone 2)

In thee rejoiceth all creation, O thou who art full
of grace, the hierarchy of the angels, and all
mankind, O consecrated temple and paradise
endowed with speech, glory of virginity, of whom
God, who is our God before the ages, was
incarnate and became a little child.
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Megalynarion, (Tone Eight)
God the Lord hath appeared unto us; let us celebrate the Feast, and let us rejoice and magnify Christ;
and with palms and branches let us raise our voices unto him with praise, saying, Blessed is he that
cometh in the name of the Lord our Saviour.
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Koinonikon (Communion Hymn)
Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord, Alleluia.

Instead of “We have seen the true light, etc.”, the Troparion of Lazarus (as above).
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Procession of Palms

It is customary to hold a procession after the Divine Liturgy during which we sing the Troparia of
Palm Sunday (pg. 4) and "Holy God..." continually.
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Let us Pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.

O Lord our God, that sittest upon the Cherubim,
who hast raised up the might of thine Only-
begotten Son, Our Lord Jesus Christ, that through
his Cross and Grave and Resurrection he might
save the world; and at whose coming today to
Jerusalem, unto his voluntary Passion, the people
that sat in darkness and in the shadow of death,
taking the symbols of victory, the boughs of trees
and branches of palms, did go forth and proclaim
the Resurrection, by anticipation. Do thou, the
same Lord, preserve and keep us also who in
imitation of them do bear our hands palm and
boughs of trees, on this day of the feast. And like
unto those multitudes and children who offered
unto thee Hosanna, may we also in hymns and
spiritual songs, attain unto the Life-giving
Resurrection on the third day, in the same Christ
Jesus our Lord, with whom thou art blessed,
together with thine all-holy, and good, and life-
giving Spirit: now and ever, and unto ages of ages.
Amen.
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Since there is a recent contradictory teaching with regards to kissing the hand of the
priest, or greeting a priest, please read this article for clarification:
http://orthodoxinfo.com/praxis/clergy etiguette.aspx

Here is an excerpts from the article: Clergy Etiquette

The following is a guide for properly addressing Orthodox clergy. Most of the titles do not exactly correspond to the
terms used in Greek, Russian, or the other native languages of the national Orthodox Churches, but they have been

widely accepted as standard English usages.

Greeting Clergy in Person. When we address Deacons or Priests, we should use the title "Father." Bishops we should
address as "Your Grace." Though all Bishops (including Patriarchs) are equal in the Orthodox Church, they do have
different administrative duties and honors that accrue to their rank in this sense. Thus, "Your Eminence" is the
proper title for Bishops with suffragans or assistant Bishops, Metropolitans, and most Archbishops (among the
exceptions to this rule is the Archbishop of Athens, who is addressed as "Your Beatitude"). "Your Beatitude" is the
proper title for Patriarchs (except for the (Ecumenical Patriarch in Constantinople, who is addressed as "Your All—
Holiness"). When we approach an Orthodox Presbyter or Bishop (but not a Deacon), we make a bow by reaching
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http://orthodoxinfo.com/praxis/clergy_etiquette.aspx

down and touching the floor with our right hand, place our right hand over the left (palms upward), and say: "Bless,
Father" (or "Bless, Your Grace," or "Bless, Your Eminence," etc.). The Priest or Bishop then answers, "May the Lord
bless you," blesses us with the Sign of the Cross, and places his right hand in our hands. We kiss then his hand.

We should understand that when the Priest or Bishop blesses us, he forms his fingers to represent the Christogram
"ICXC" a traditional abbreviation of the Greek words for "Jesus Christ" (i.e., the first and last letters of each of the
words "THCOYC XRICTOC"). Thus, the Priest's blessing is in the Name of Christ, as he emphasizes in his response to
the believer's request for a blessing. Other responses to this request are used by many clergy, but the antiquity and
symbolism of the tradition which we have presented are compelling arguments for its use. We should also note that
the reason that a lay person kisses the hand of a Priest or Bishop is to show respect to his Apostolic office. More
importantly, however, since both hold the Holy Mysteries in their hands during the Divine Liturgy, we show respect
to the Holy Eucharist when we kiss their hands. In fact, Saint John Chrysostomos once said that if one were to meet
an Orthodox Priest walking along with an Angel, that he should greet the Priest first and kiss his hand, since that
hand has touched the Body and Blood of our Lord. For this latter reason, we do not normally kiss the hand of a
Deacon. [98] While a Deacon in the Orthodox Church holds the first level of the Priesthood (Deacon, Presbyter,
Bishop), his service does not entail blessing the Mysteries. When we take leave of a Priest or Bishop, we should again
ask for a blessing, just as we did when we first greeted him.

s Church Announcements

April 23 - Lazarus Saturday: Next Saturday Orthros and Divine Liturgy starting at 9:30 AM. Please,
come and attend the service with us and then help us decorate the church with the palms. Your
church needs your help.
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°

< April 24 - Palm Sunday: Fish is permitted. Please remember that you are all invited to our
home at 2 PM. Our address is: 84 Hawkhill Rd. NW. Please bring a fish or Lenten dish to
share.

% Second Collection today: For our Father His Beatitude John X, and our Mother Church, the
Patriarchate of Antioch and all the East.

< April 30 — at 10 PM - Eggs for Pascha: RED eggs are needed for Pascha service and the Agape
service. Each family is asked to please bring at least one dozen red colored eggs to be blessed
and shared after the Pascha service.

< April 30 —at 10 PM - Pot luck after Pascha Service: Please bring a dish to share after the Paschal
service, you can bring meat, chicken, cheese and cheese products, as well as wine. We will break
the fast after the Paschal service.

% May 1 —at 2 PM - Agape Service: On Holy Pascha Sunday May 1%, we will celebrate the Agape
service at 2 PM followed by sweets to share in the hall. We will have an Easter egg hunt for our
children.

K/
L X4

May 1 —at 4 PM - On Holy Pascha Sunday: Some families would like to continue the celebration
in our church after our egg hunt and social gathering. We will BBQ hamburgers and hotdogs,
sing and dance, and play games. This continued celebration is OPEN TO EVERYONE. Please stay
and continue this family celebration.
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A Phone call from Metropolitan Joseph: Metropolitan Joseph informed Fr. George Dahdouh by phone that he
is the pastor and priest in charge in the parish and that the first and last decision/word is his. It is at Fr. Dahdouh’s
discretion to assign any pastoral work to any other visiting priest. If you have any questions about this
communication, please call the Metropolitan. Thank you.

Confession: Father is reminding everyone of the need to go to confession before Pascha.

Question: Did you remember to give back to God for all His blessings to you and your family? Our church
depends on your generous donation, be generous and give regularly and give a percentage of your income
back to God. If you miss church for a few Sundays, make it up by giving for those missed Sundays. God will
reward you a 100 times.

Calgary Police: All new families from Syria it is obligatory to attend a seminar on the law in Canada offered at
our church on May 4™ at 6 PM. Constable Jerry Shannon will give the presentation on the law. Please, sign up
with Michelin. (the seminar is open to all members)

In an Emergency: If you go to the hospital or have a scheduled surgery, please call Fr. Dahdouh at 403/993-7945
anytime day or night 24 hours 7 days a week.

Diakonia: The Antiochian women newsletter Spring 2016 issue of Diakonia is online at www.antiochian.org under
new headlines. It contains many wonderful spiritual articles and news about our archdiocese.

General Assembly: Our Semi-Annual General Assembly will be held after Liturgy
on May 15th.

Summer Sacred Music Institute and Youth Music Ministry: July 13-17, 2016 at Antiochian Village, the
Theme: Liturgy-The Work of the People. All choir members and youth are encouraged to attend.

Greeters Ministry: Mary Salloum will help coordinate this Ministry. Please see her to sign up. Thank you to all
those who helped in the past, this is nothing against anyone, we just need to get more people involved in this
ministry. What is the role of the men and women Greeters Ministry Members? We will rotate every Sunday
having two people (men and women) standing at the entrance of the church to welcome and seat people. They will
write down the names of the visitors and bring them to Father to greet and introduce them at the end of the Divine
Liturgy. They will then take the visitors downstairs to coffee hour and introduce them to our church members.
They will help with the communion line starting from the first row, and help dismiss and organize people at the
end of the Liturgy. They will monitor the candles. They will do the collection. Another two men or women can
help with the communion clothes. Every Sunday 2 people will rotate. They will be joyous, welcoming, and create
a great impact and first impression on our visitors.

Graduates: hear yeah all graduates from high school or universities, please give Fr. George your name and
what you are graduating from so that in June we can celebrate your successful story.

Holy Week: see attached schedule.

Youth News: The parents vs. youth basketball event will be on Friday May 27" from 6-8 PM. Calgary Regional
Youth Assembly Friday May 27th, 2016- Sunday May 29th, 2016 at St. Demetrious Greek Orthodox Church, all
youth 12 to 25 are invited to attend, the Theme: Finding the Middle way.

Scout Canada: Father would like to see if families are interested to sign up their children 5 to 26 to join the Scouts.
Father would like to form a troop at our church. The Scouts do fun activities and teach our children values. If
interested please talk to Mary Basmajian.
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Nominating Committee: Fares Haddad or Sam Salloum will be serving on the committee. We have 4 positions
open for the upcoming election. Please see the requirements.

Antiochian Ladies Membership: all ladies 18 and up, please pay your membership of $20. Please see Sara
Kobrosly for details. This membership has nothing to do with the parish voting requirement.

Holy Bread: The ladies officers decided that from now on, each family will make their own holy bread or they
can buy it from a bakery.

HOLY FRIDAY on April 29, 2016 - School Absence Note: Since we will have services in church all day on
Friday and our children’s presence is important, Fr. George can give you a note for your children’s schools to
excuse them. If you would like a note from Father George for your children to take that date off, please speak with
him.

Food for The Hungry Boxes: Please pick up a box for food for hungry to place your sacrificial giving in it for the
poor during this Lenten season. Let us share our blessings and God will bless us in return.

Lent: We fast from: no meat, fish, eqgs, cheese, or dairy products. Wine and olive oil are

permitted on weekends. All Orthodox Christians 7 and up should start fasting. Teenagers and adults should
keep the strict fast (children in schools can ask for special lunches). Girls must check with their doctors for dairy
products. If you have any question please speak to Father. Lent is not only for priests, but every Orthodox
Christian. During Lent we refrain from parties. We cut on our TV, music, internet (unnecessary use), facebook,
and spend more time in prayers and attending church services. It is a time to repent from our sins and ask God to
change our lives.

Camp St. Innocent: Mark your calendar! Camp St. Innocent will be held from August 21% to August 26". We
have additional scholarships so everyone can attend. It is for ages 7 to 18", If you like to volunteer or be a
counselor, please see Father for an application or you can download it from the website www.campstinnocent.org

Attention all members: Please, sign up to offer the Holy Bread for your good health and for the health of
your family. Choose a Sunday and see one of the ladies officers. Also, we should sponsor coffee hour after
Liturgy, keep it light. Every family is asked to pick up a Sunday.

Parish Life Conference: Plan on attending the PLC this year. Make it part of your vacation. It is going to be in
Phoenix, Arizona from June 28" to July 3". Visit www.antiochianevents.com/la.html
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|_azarus Saturday, Palm Sunday & Holy Week

2016 Schedule

Eriday April 22nd: Baptism of John and Veronica at St. Peter OCA Church 7:00 PM

Saturday April 23rd: Lazarus Saturday Orthros & Liturgy

Saturday April 23rd: Palm Sunday Vespers

Sunday April 24™: Palm Sunday Matins and Liturgy

Palm Sunday April 24": Bridegroom Service

Holy Monday April 25": Bridegroom Service

Holy Tuesday April 26": Bridegroom Service

Holy Wednesday April 27": Holy Unction

Holy Thursday April 28™: Morning/Liturgy
Holy Thursday April 28™": Evening/The 12 Gospels
Holy Friday April 29th: The Hours

Holy Friday April 29th: Descend from the Cross/Vespers

O Holy Friday April 29th: Matins/Funeral of Christ

Holy Saturday April 30th: Morning/Liturgy

Holy Saturday April 30™": Hajma/Matins/Pascha

[ Holy Pascha Sunday May 1st: Agapy Service/Baouth
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9:30 AM
6:00 PM
9:30 AM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM
10:00 AM
6:30 PM
10:00 AM
3:00 PM
7:30 PM
10:00 AM
10:00 PM
2:00 PM
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Palm Sunday: The Feast of the Entrance of our
ord Jesus Christ into Jerusalem

Introduction

On the Sunday before the Feast of Great and Holy Pascha and at the beginning of Holy Week,
the Orthodox Church celebrates one of its most joyous feasts of the year. Palm Sunday is the
commemoration of the Entrance of our Lord into Jerusalem following His glorious miracle of
raising Lazarus from the dead. Having anticipated His arrival and having heard of the miracle,
the people when out to meet the Lord and welcomed Him with displays of honor and shouts of
praise. On this day, we receive and worship Christ in this same manner, acknowledging Him
as our King and Lord.

Biblical Story
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Photo courtesy of John Thomas and used with permission. Experience more of Holy Week in pictures through
John Thomas' book "Sacred Light: Following the Paschal Journey”

The biblical story of Palm Sunday is recorded in all four of the Gospels (Matthew 21:1-11; Mark
11:1-10; Luke 19:28-38; and John 12:12-18). Five days before the Passover, Jesus came from
Bethany to Jerusalem. Having sent two of His disciples to bring Him a colt of a donkey, Jesus
sat upon it and entered the city.

People had gathered in Jerusalem for the Passover and were looking for Jesus, both because
of His great works and teaching and because they had heard of the miracle of the resurrection
of Lazarus. When they heard that Christ was entering the city, they went out to meet Him with
palm branches, laying their garments on the ground before Him, and shouting, “Hosanna!
Blessed is he that comes in the Name of the Lord, the King of Israel!”

At the outset of His public ministry Jesus proclaimed the kingdom of God and announced that
the powers of the age to come were already active in the present age (Luke 7:18-22). His
words and mighty works were performed "to produce repentance as the response to His call, a
call to an inward change of mind and heart which would result in concrete changes in one's
life, a call to follow Him and accept His messianic destiny. The triumphant entry of Jesus into
Jerusalem is a messianic event, through which His divine authority was declared.

Palm Sunday summons us to behold our king: the Word of God made flesh. We are called to
behold Him not simply as the One who came to us once riding on a colt, but as the One who is
always present in His Church, coming ceaselessly to us in power and glory at every Eucharist,
in every prayer and sacrament, and in every act of love, kindness and mercy. He comes to free
us from all our fears and insecurities, "to take solemn possession of our soul, and to be
enthroned in our heart," as someone has said. He comes not only to deliver us from our deaths
by His death and Resurrection, but also to make us capable of attaining the most perfect
fellowship or union with Him. He is the King, who liberates us from the darkness of sin and the
bondage of death. Palm Sunday summons us to behold our King: the vanquisher of death and
the giver of life.

Palm Sunday summons us to accept both the rule and the kingdom of God as the goal and
content of our Christian life. We draw our identity from Christ and His kingdom. The kingdom is
Christ - His indescribable power, boundless mercy and incomprehensible abundance given
freely to man. The kingdom does not lie at some point or place in the distant future. In the
words of the Scripture, the kingdom of God is not only at hand (Matthew 3:2; 4:17), it is within
us (Luke 17:21). The kingdom is a present reality as well as a future realization (Matthew
6:10). Theophan the Recluse wrote the following words about the inward rule of Christ the
King:

“The Kingdom of God is within us when God reigns in us, when the soul in its depths
confesses God as its Master, and is obedient to Him in all its powers. Then God acts within it
as master ‘both to will and to do of his good pleasure’ (Philippians 2:13). This reign begins as
soon as we resolve to serve God in our Lord Jesus Christ, by the grace of the Holy Spirit. Then

the Christian hands over to God his consciousness and freedom, which comprises the
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essential substance of our human life, and God accepts the sacrifice; and in this way the
alliance of man with God and God with man is achieved, and the covenant with God, which
was severed by the Fall and continues to be severed by our willful sins, is re-established.”

The kingdom of God is the life of the Holy Trinity in the world. It is the kingdom of holiness,
goodness, truth, beauty, love, peace and joy. These qualities are not works of the human spirit.
They proceed from the life of God and reveal God. Christ Himself is the kingdom. He is the
God-Man, Who brought God down to earth (John 1:1,14). “He was in the world, and the world
was made through Him, yet the world knew Him not. He came to His own home, and His own
people received Him not” (John 1:10-11). He was reviled and hated.

Palm Sunday summons us to behold our king - the Suffering Servant. We cannot understand
Jesus' kingship apart from the Passion. Filled with infinite love for the Father and the Holy
Spirit, and for creation, in His inexpressible humility Jesus accepted the infinite abasement of
the Cross. He bore our griefs and carried our sorrows; He was wounded for our transgressions
and made Himself an offering for sin (Isaiah 53). His glorification, which was accomplished by
the resurrection and the ascension, was achieved through the Cross.

In the fleeting moments of exuberance that marked Jesus' triumphal entry into Jerusalem, the
world received its King, the king who was on His way to death. His Passion, however, was no
morbid desire for martyrdom. Jesus' purpose was to accomplish the mission for which the
Father sent Him.

“The Son and Word of the Father, like Him without beginning and eternal, has come today to
the city of Jerusalem, seated on a dumb beast, on a foal. From fear the cherubim dare not
gaze upon Him; yet the children honor Him with palms and branches, and mystically they sing
a hymn of praise: ‘Hosanna in the highest, Hosanna to the Son of David, who has come to
save from error all mankind.”” (A hymn of the Light.)

“With our souls cleansed and in spirit carrying branches, with faith let us sing Christ's praises
like the children, crying with a loud voice to the Master: Blessed art Thou, O Savior, who hast
come into the world to save Adam from the ancient curse; and in Thy love for mankind Thou

hast been pleased to become spiritually the new Adam. O Word, who hast ordered all things

for our good, glory to Thee.” (A Sessional hymn of the Orthros)
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Icon of the Feast

Icon of the Entrance Into Jerusalem provided by Athanasios Clark and used with permission.

In the Icon of the Feast of Palm Sunday, Christ is the central figure, depicted seated upon the
colt of a donkey as He enters Jerusalem, a fulfilment of the prophecy found in Zechariah 9:9
(1). Christ is blessing with His right hand, and in His left hand is a scroll (2), symbolizing that
He is the fulfillment of the Old Testament prophecies concerning the Messiah, the Anointed
One who has come to redeem us from our sins and break the power of death. The colt, one of
the animals that were considered unclean according to the Law, is symbolic of the inclusion of
all peoples of all nations in the new covenant that will come through the death and
Resurrection of Christ (Isaiah 62:10-11). It is also a sign that our Lord has revealed a heavenly
and spiritual kingdom that offers true and enduring peace.

1. "...See your King comes to you, righteous and having salvation, 2. Christ blesses the crowd with His right hand
gentle and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey." and carries a scroll in His left.
Zechariah 9:9

On the left, the disciples accompany Jesus in His Triumphal Entry (3). Depicted on the right
are the Jews (4) who greet Him crying “Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the
Lord, even the King of Israel!” The word “Hosanna” means “Save, | pray” or “Save now.”

18



3. The disciples accompany Christ on his 4. The crowd greets Christ with palm branches and shouting
entry into Jerusalem. "Hosanna! Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord!"

The children are the small people who are greeting Christ with palm branches (5) and laying
these and their garments on the ground before Christ as tokens of honor for one who is
acknowledged as a King. The city of Jerusalem is shown as the walled buildings, and the
temple is depicted as the building with the dome (6).

5. The children also greet Christ with palm branches and lay their garments on 6. The walls of Jerusalem.
the ground honoring Him as King.

Orthodox Christian Celebration of Palm Sunday

Palm Sunday is celebrated with the Divine Liturgy of Saint John Chrysostom, which is
preceded by the Matins service. A Great Vespers is conducted on Saturday evening according
to the order prescribed in the Triodion. Scripture readings for Palm Sunday are: At the
Vespers: Genesis 49:1,8-12; Zephaniah 3:14-19; Zechariah 9:9-15. At the Orthros (Matins):
Matthew 21:1-17. At the Divine Liturgy: Philippians 4:4-9; John 12:1-18.

On this Sunday, in addition to the Divine Liturgy, the Church observes the Blessing and
Distribution of the Palms. A basket containing the woven palm crosses is placed on a table in
front of the icon of the Lord, which is on the Iconostasion. The prayer for the blessing of the
Palms is found in the leratikon or the Euxologion. According to the rubrics of the Typikon, this
prayer is read at the Orthros just before the Psalms of Praise (Ainoi). The palms are then
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distributed to the faithful. In many places today, the prayer is said at the conclusion of the
Divine Liturgy, before the apolysis. The text of the prayer, however, indicates clearly that it is
less a prayer for the blessing of the palms, even though that is its title, and more a blessing
upon those, who in imitation of the New Testament event hold palms in their hands as symbols
of Christ's victory and as signs of a virtuous Christian life. It appears then, that it would be
more correct to have the faithful hold the palms in their hands during the course of the Divine
Liturgy when the Church celebrates both the presence and the coming of the Lord in the
mystery of the Eucharist.

Photo courtesy of John Thomas and used with permission. Experience more of Holy Week in pictures through John
Thomas' book "Sacred Light: Following the Paschal Journey"

Hymns and Prayers of Palm Sunday

Apolytikion: First Tone

By raising Lazarus from the dead before Your passion, You did confirm the universal
resurrection, O Christ God! Like the children with the palms of victory, we cry out to You, O

Vanquisher of death: Hosanna in the highest! Blessed is He that comes in the name of the
Lord!

Apolytikion: Fourth Tone

As by baptism we were burried with Thee, O Christ our God, so by Thy Resurrection we were
deemed worthy of immortal life; and praising Thee, we cry: Hosanna in the highest; blessed is
He that cometh in the Name of the Lord.
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Kontakion: Plagal of the Second Tone

Sitting on Your throne in heaven, carried on a foal on earth, O Christ God. Accept the praise of
angels and songs of children who sing: Blessed is He that comes to recall Adam.

- See more at: http://lent.goarch.org/palm_sunday/learn/#sthash.xVrJOcQc.dpuf
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