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July 12th, 2015

Tone 5/ Eothinon 6

Sunday Services:

Vespers on Saturday 6 PM, Sunday Matins 9:30 AM
10:45 AM Divine Liturgy

RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE FIVE

Let us believers praise and worship the Word; coeternal with the Father and the Spirit, born of
the Virgin for our salvation. For, He took pleasure in ascending the Cross in the flesh to suffer
death; and to raise the dead by His glorious Resurrection.

* Now sing the apolytikion of the patron saint or feast of the temple.

KONTAKION FOR ORDINARY SUNDAYS IN TONE TWO

O protection of Christians that cannot be put to shame, mediation unto the Creator most constant,
O despise not the suppliant voices of those who have sinned; but be thou quick, O good one, to
come unto our aid, who in faith cry unto thee: Hasten to intercession, and speed thou to make
supplication, thou who dost ever protect, O Theotokos, them that honor thee.
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THE EPISTLE
(For Sixth Sunday after Pentecost)
Thou, O Lord, wilt preserve us and keep us from this generation.
Save me, O Lord, for the Godly man hath disappeared.
The Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Romans. (12:6-14)
Brethren, having gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let us use them: if prophecy,
in proportion to our faith; if service, in our serving; he who teaches, in his teaching; he who
exhorts, in his exhortation; he who contributes, in liberality; he who gives aid, with zeal; he who
does acts of mercy, with cheerfulness. Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is
good; love one another with brotherly affection; outdo one another in showing honor. Never flag
in zeal, be aglow with the Spirit, and serve the Lord. Rejoice in your hope, be patient in
tribulation, be constant in prayer. Contribute to the needs of the saints, practice hospitality. Bless
those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them.

THE GOSPEL
(For Sixth Sunday of Matthew)
The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew. (9:1-8)
At that time, Jesus got into a boat, crossed over and came to His own city. And behold, they
brought to Him a paralytic, lying on his bed; and when Jesus saw their faith He said to the
paralytic, “Take heart, my son; your sins are forgiven.” And behold, some of the scribes said to
themselves, “This man is blaspheming.” But Jesus, knowing their thoughts, said, “Why do you
think evil in your hearts? For which is easier, to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven,” or to say, ‘Rise
and walk’? But that you may know that the Son of man has authority on earth to forgive sins”—
He then said to the paralytic—"“Rise, take up your bed and go home.” And he rose and went
home. When the crowds saw it, they marveled, and they glorified God, Who had given such
authority to men.
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Kingdom of God

Question

You talk about the Kingdom of God continually. What is this Kingdom of God?

Answer

The Kingdom of God is what Christ has brought to the world. The Gospel is full of Christ’s
insistence that the Kingdom of God is given to men by His coming. It is a Kingdom not of this
world, but of God, a Kingdom of everlasting life in union with God, the Trinity. Thus, we define
the Kingdom of God as life in and with God. The Orthodox believe that this life is
communicated to men in the Church through Christ and the Holy Spirit. It is a life where men
worship and obey God and do His will by the presence and power of His spirit. One saint has
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even defined the Kingdom of God as life in the Holy Spirit, which is the same definition given
by Orthodox to the Christian Church itself. What we know in the Church, in the Holy Spirit, of
communion with God the Father through Jesus Christ, remains still a mystery. The Kingdom is
really here, but in symbol and sacrament. At the end of the ages this Kingdom will come with
observation, with power and glory, when Christ will be revealed and God will be “all in all.”
Thus because we Orthodox believe that the Kingdom is already given to those who believe, and
that the righteous dead have even a greater access to this Kingdom than we have on earth
because of our mixture with the evil of this age, we insist that “heaven” is not a locatable place
within the space of our created universe, but a spiritual, divine, condition of existence which will
fill the universe at the end of time. It is “eternal life” already revealed to the saints in death and
to the holy people of God within the sacramental life of the Christian Church. (from the OCA)

Announcements

40 Days Memorial: for Jourich Chahine will be today Sunday July 12®. May her memory be
eternal.

Memory Eternal: Odette Mallouk, the grandmother of Mary Serafim passed away in Egypt, may her
memory be eternal.

Memory Eternal: Evone Hamra, the aunt of Shakib Swaidan passed away in Lebanon, may her
memory be eternal.

Looking ahead: During the Fast of the Theotokos, August 1-15 we will have Paraklesis service
every night at 7 PM.

Metropolitan Joseph: will be visiting our community August 10 and 11. There will be a potluck
on Tuesday August 11" after the service. Please, see one of the ladies officers.

St. Ignatius Order: Please, consider joining the Order of St. Ignatius for $500 per year. The Order
does a lot of good in our Archdiocese like help pay for campers, and archdiocese budget.

Teens: All parents and teens please give your contact information to Mary Basmajian at
marybasmajian@hotmail.com she is the Teen Advisor. We need your contact so we can notify you
when we plan activities.

Sunday School Registration: please see Mirna, or Paty or one of the teachers.

St. Innocent Camp: All children 8 years and older plan on attending camp this year.

“Young Couple Club”: Please, see Hafiz Massara. Next get together is July 17% at 7 PM.

Young Adults: Maria Zaine is the co-ordinator of the young adults for the summer. All young
adults please join the facebook “church of the annunciation young adults group”

» Home visitations: Father would like to visit all the new families that arrived to our community.

> Daily Vespers & Bible Study: Wednesday July 15 at 7 PM, we will have daily Vespers followed

by Bible Study.
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