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Tone 8/ Eothinon 9
Relics Translation of Proto-martyr Stephen the Archdeacon

Sunday Services:

Vespers on Saturday 6:00 PM, Sunday Matins 9:30 AM
10:45 AM Divine Liturgy

RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE EIGHT
From the heights Thou didst descend, O compassionate One, and Thou didst submit to the three
day burial, that Thou might deliver us from passion; Thou art our life and our Resurrection, O
Lord, glory to Thee.

APOLYTIKION OF ST. STEPHEN THE ARCHDEACON IN TONE FOUR
(**Be quick to anticipate**)
The crown of the Kingdom hath adorned the brow of thy head * because of the contests that thou
hast endured for Christ God, thou first of the martyred Saints; * for when thou hadst censured the
Jews’ madness, thou sawest * Christ thy Savior standing at the right hand of the Father. * O
Stephen, ever pray Him for us, that He would save our souls.

* Now sing the apolytikion of the patron saint or feast of the temple.


mailto:frdahdouh@sbcglobal.net

KONTAKION OF THE TRANSFIGURATION OF CHRIST IN TONE SEVEN
Thou wast transfigured on the mount, and Thy Disciples, in so far as they were able, beheld Thy
glory, O Christ our God; so that, when they should see Thee crucified, they would remember that
all Thy suffering was voluntary, and could declare to all the world that Thou art truly the
effulgent Splendor of the Father.
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THE EPISTLE
(For the Ninth Sunday after Pentecost)
Make vows to the Lord thy God and perform them.
In Judah God is known; His Name is great in Israel.

The Reading from the First Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians. (3:9-17)
Brethren, we are God’s fellow workers; you are God’s field, God’s building. According to the
grace of God given to me, like a skilled master builder I laid a foundation, and another man is
building upon it. Let each man take care how he builds upon it. For no other foundation can
anyone lay than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. Now if any one builds on the
foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay or straw, each man’s work will become
manifest; for the Day will disclose it, because it will be revealed with fire, and the fire will test
what sort of work each one has done. If the work which any man has built on the foundation
survives, he will receive a reward. If any man’s work is burned up, he will suffer loss, though he
himself will be saved, but only as through fire. Do you not know that you are God’s temple and
that God’s Spirit dwells in you? If anyone destroys God’s temple, God will destroy him; for
God’s temple is holy, and you are that temple.

THE GOSPEL
(For the Ninth Sunday after Pentecost)

The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew. (14:22-34)
At that time, Jesus made the Disciples get into the boat and go before Him to the other side,
while He dismissed the crowds. And after He had dismissed the crowds, He went up on the
mountain by Himself to pray. When evening came, He was there alone, but the Disciples’ boat
by this time was many furlongs distant from the land, beaten by the waves; for the wind was
against them. And in the fourth watch of the night He came to them, walking on the sea. But
when the Disciples saw Jesus walking on the sea, they were terrified, saying, “It is a ghost!”” And
they cried out for fear. But immediately He spoke to them, saying, “Take heart, it is [; have no
fear.” And Peter answered Him, “Lord, if it is Thee, bid me come to Thee on the water.” He said,
“Come.” So Peter got out of the boat and walked on the water and came to Jesus; but when he
saw the wind, he was afraid, and beginning to sink he cried out, “Lord, save me!” Jesus
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immediately reached out His hand and caught him, saying to him, “O man of little faith, why did
you doubt?” And when they got into the boat, the wind ceased. And those in the boat worshiped
Him, saying, “Truly, Thou art the Son of God.” And when they had crossed over, they came to
land at Gennesaret.
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The Dormition of the Most-Holy Theotokos (August 15)

Liturgically, the most important Feast of the Theotokos is that of her Dormition or Falling-
Asleep. Prior to this Feast there is a strict two-week fast, beginning on August 1, which is broken
only by the Feast of the Transfiguration on August 6. This Feast possesses two distinct aspects
inseparably linked in the mind of the believer. On the one hand, there is death and burial and, on
the other, resurrection and the assumption of the Mother of God. As part of the Inner Tradition of
the Church, this event was mystery that was not designed for the ears of the outside world, but
which was revealed to the faithful within the Church.




True believers know that insofar as the son of God assumed human nature in the womb of the
Virgin, She who was the means of His Incarnation was resurrected and taken up into Heaven in
the Divine Glory of Her Son. Arise, O Lord, and go to Thy resting place, Thou and the ark of
Thy might (Ps. 132:8). The Son transported His Mother to the eternity of the life to come, for
being the Mother of Life, she was translated to life by the One Who dwelt in her virginal womb
(from the Kontakion of the Feast).

Thus, if every year we commemorate the anniversaries of the deaths of the Saints the Martyrs,
Apostles, Venerable Mothers and Fathers, Sainted Hierarchs, etc. so much the more we
commemorate the death of the Most-Holy Theotokos who did not see the corruption of the grave
common to all humanity. And not only did her soul ascend to heaven, but her body also. As she
was a perfect example of that obedience which all Christians are called upon to exercise, and as
she alone was the Mother of God, her body did not see the natural corruption which follows
death, but was raised from the dead and carried to the glory of the King of All in the heavenly
mansions.

According to the Inner Tradition of the Church, the Dormition of the Most-Holy Theotokos took
place in the following manner: Having reached an advanced age, the Most-Pure One wished to
leave the body and go to God as soon as possible, since the one unceasing desire of her soul had
always been to see the sweet face of her son sitting at the right hand of the Father in Heaven.
Many tears she shed as she prayed to the Lord to take her from this present vale of sorrows.

The All-Chaste One lived in the house of St. John the Divine on Zion and often she went to the
Mount of Olives, which was nearby, offering there in solitude her fervent prayer to her Son.
Once, as she was praying alone on the Mount, the Archangel Gabriel appeared to her and
announced that soon (after three days) she would depart and be with Christ. The Archangel told
her that she should not be troubled, but should receive his words with joy as she was being called
to immortal life and to the eternal King of Glory.

As a sign of the triumph of the Mother of God over death that bodily death would not have
power over her, just as spiritual death had not had dominion over her, and that she would merely
fall asleep for a short time and then, as if waking from sleep, she would rise and shake off death
like sleep from the eyes and would see in the light of the Lord's face the immortal life and glory
to which she would go with shouts of joy and spiritual happiness the Archangel handed the
Most-Holy Virgin a branch from Paradise. The Most-Blessed Mother of God was filled with
unspeakable joy and, falling down on her knees, she fervently thanked her Creator.

Before her departure from this life, the Most-Pure Lady wanted to see the Holy Apostles who
were already scattered all over the world for the preaching of the Gospel. On her knees she
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prayed that this might be possible and that at the hour of her death she might not see the Prince
of Darkness and his terrible servants, but that her son and God Himself would fulfill His promise
and come and receive her soul into His holy hands. As she knelt, the olive trees growing on the
Mountain bent, as if they were animate, and when the Pure Theotokos rose, they straightened
themselves out again, honoring her as the Mother of God.

Returning home, the Most-Blessed Lady showed the branch from Paradise to St. John and told
him to carry it before her bed. Then she began to make preparations for her burial. St. John sent
word to St. James, first Bishop of Jerusalem and the brother of the Lord, and also to all other
relatives and neighbors, informing them of the imminent decease of the Mother of God. In turn
St. James informed all the Christians living in Jerusalem and the surrounding towns. With
weeping they came to the home of the Pure Virgin to await her death.

As the multitude was gathered at the home of the Theotokos, suddenly there was heard a loud
noise, like thunder, and a cloud encircled the house of St. John the Divine. At the command of
God, angels seized the Apostles who were scattered to the ends of the earth and, bringing them
on clouds to Jerusalem, placed them on Zion before the door of the house. St. John greeted them
and told them of the speedy departure of the Most-Holy Mother of God. Later the Apostle Paul,
accompanied by his close disciples, Dionysius the Areopagite, Hierotheus and Timothy, as well
as the Seventy Apostles arrived at the home.

On the fifteenth day of the month of August, as all were awaiting the final hour, there suddenly
shone in the room an ineffable light of Divine Glory which dimmed the lamps that had been lit in
the house. The inhabitants saw the roof of the room opened and the glory of the Lord descending
from Heaven Christ the King of Glory Himself with the hosts of angels and archangels, with all
the heavenly powers, with the holy Fathers and Prophets who of old had prophesied about the
Holy Virgin, and all the righteous souls, approached His Immaculate Mother.

After greeting Her Son, the Virgin surrendered her pure soul into His hands. She felt no pain
whatever, for the end was as if she had fallen into a sweet sleep. At once there began angelic
singing and with triumphant songs the heavenly hosts accompanied the soul of the Mother of
God as she went in the arms of the Lord to the dwellings on High.

After her demise, the Holy Apostles bore the Most-Pure Body of the Mother of God to the
Garden of Gethsemane, where she was placed in a tomb. The Holy Apostles stayed by the tomb
of the Most-Pure One without leaving the Garden for three full days, singing psalms day and
night. In addition, for all this time there was heard in the air the wonderful singing of the
heavenly hosts praising God and blessing His Immaculate Mother.
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By God's special arrangement, one of the Apostles, St. Thomas, was not present at the glorious
burial of the body of the Immaculate Mother and he only arrived at Gethsemane on the third day.
Grieving that he had not been granted the last greeting and blessing of the Most-Pure One,
Thomas wept bitterly. Taking pity on him, the Apostles decided to open the tomb so that he
might at least see the dead body of the Blessed Mother. But when the tomb was opened, the body
of the Mother of God was not there, but only the burial clothes, giving off a wonderful fragrance!

With weeping and reverence the Holy Apostles kissed the burial clothes, praying that the Lord
would reveal to them where the body of the All-Pure One had disappeared to. Later, after having
eaten a meal in the Garden, the Apostles suddenly heard angelic singing. Looking up, they saw
standing in the air the Immaculate Mother of God surrounded by a multitude of angels. She was
enveloped in an ineffable light and she said to them: Rejoice, for | am with you always! Filled
with joy, instead of the usual Lord Jesus Christ, help us! the Apostles cried: Most Holy Mother
of God, help us! From that time they taught the Holy Church to believe that the Immaculate
Mother of God on the third day after her burial was raised by her Son and taken with her body to
Heaven.

Thus, the Lord, by His special Providence, delayed the arrival of St. Thomas until the day of the
Falling-asleep of the Mother of God so that the tomb might be opened for him, so that the
Church, in this way, might believe in the resurrection of the Mother of God, just as previously
through the same Apostle's unbelief the Church had come to believe in the resurrection of Christ.
Thus were accomplished the Falling-asleep of our Most-Blessed Lady the Mother of God, the
burial of her undefiled body, her glorious resurrection and the triumphant assurance regarding
her ascension to heaven in the flesh.

Troparion of the Feast (Tone 1)

In giving birth, you preserved your virginity! In falling asleep you did not forsake the
world, O Theotokos! You were translated to life, O Mother of Life, and by your
prayers you deliver our souls from death!

Kontakion of the Feast (Tone 2)

Neither the tomb, nor death, could hold the Theotokos, who is constant in prayer and
our firm hope in her intercessions. For being the Mother of Life, she was translated to
life by the One who dwelt in her virginal womb!
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Announcements

The Dormition Fast: The Dormition Fast starts from August 1-15. It is a strict Fast: no dairy,
cheese, fish, meat, poultry. Vegetarian diet with shrimp is permited. We go to confession during
every Fast in preparation of the feast. Have a blessed fast.

Services during the Fast: We will have daily services: Paraklesis at 7 PM starting Monday August
31,

Feast of the Transfiguration: The Divine Liturgy for the Feast will be celebrated on Wednesday
August 5™ at 7 PM. Thursday August 6™ fish is permitted. We will bless grapes on Wednesday.

> Holy Unction: We are going to have a pan Orthodox Holy Unction on August 12" at 7 PM.

> Dormition Feast: The Feast of the Dormition will be celebrated on Friday August 14™ with

Orthros at 6.30 PM followed by the Divine Liturgy.

> Feast of the Beheading of St. John: tentatively will be celebrated on Friday August 28" at 7 PM.

» Give Generously: Give generously to your church. Give a percentage of your gross income. Give

from your needs and not the left over. The Lord said: bring me the tithe and test me. God will
reward you a 100 folds when you give back to Him what belong to Him.

Orthodox Women’s Retreat: September 18" — Sunday September 20, 2015. Mother Melania is
the speaker, the theme: The Powers & Passions of our Souls. Please see Ghada Ziadeh for info.

Up to seventy time seven: We are called to a life of purity and holiness. When we sin, if we repent
and confess our sins, God is merciful and He will forgive us our sins up to seventy times.

> Radio Station: visit our Patriarchate Radio Station at www.antiochianpatriarchate.org/radio.php

> Metropolitan Joseph: will be visiting our community August 10 and 11. There will be a potluck

on Tuesday August 11™ after the service. Please, see one of the ladies officers to bring a dish.

St. Ignatius Order: Please, consider joining the Order of St. Ignatius for $500 per year. The Order
does a lot of good in our Archdiocese like help pay for campers, and archdiocese budget.

Teens: All parents and teens please give your contact information to Mary Basmajian at
marybasmajian@hotmail.com she is the Teens Advisor. We need your contact so we can notify
you when we plan activities.

Sunday School Registration: please see Mirna, or Paty or one of the teachers.

St. Innocent Camp: All children 8 years and older plan on attending camp this year.

> Young Adults: Maria Zaine is the co-ordinator of the young adults for the summer. All young

adults please join the facebook ‘church of the annunciation young adults group’

> Home visitations: Father would like to visit all the new families that arrived to our community.

> Daily Vespers & Bible Study: We will have Vespers on Wednesday July 29", No Wednesday

Vespers during the month of August.
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