The Self-Ruled Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese
Of North America
The Diocese of Eagle River and the Northwest
Antiochian Orthodox Church of the Annunciation
AaSUai¥) A 68 ) B L) dwig
3107-40" Street SW, Calgary, AB T3E 3J9
Rev. Fr. George Dahdouh, D.Min. Pastor.

Tel: Home (587) 353-3536, Cell (403) 993-7945
Email: frdahdouh@sbcglobal.net

THE MIRACHLOLIS CATCH OF FISH

September 27th, 2015

Tone 8 / Eothinon 6
Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost & First Sunday of Luke
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Sunday Services:

Vespers on Saturday 6 PM, Sunday Matins 9:30 AM
10:45 AM Divine Liturgy

RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE EIGHT
From the heights Thou didst descend, O compassionate One, and Thou didst submit to the three
day burial, that Thou might deliver us from passion; Thou art our life and our Resurrection, O
Lord, glory to Thee.

e Now sing the apolytikion of the patron saint

KONTAKION FOR ORDINARY SUNDAYS IN TONE TWO
O protection of Christians that cannot be put to shame, mediation unto the Creator most constant,
O despise not the suppliant voices of those who have sinned; but be thou quick, O good one, to
come unto our aid, who in faith cry unto thee: Hasten to intercession, and speed thou to make
supplication, thou who dost ever protect, O Theotokos, them that honor thee.
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THE EPISTLE
Make your vows to the Lord our God and perform them.
God is known in Judah; His Name is great in Israel.
The Reading from the Second Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians. (6:16-7:1)
Brethren, we are the temple of the living God; as God said, “I will live in them and
move among them, and | will be their God, and they shall be My people. Therefore
come out from them, and be separate from them,” says the Lord, “and touch nothing
unclean; then | will welcome you, and | will be a father to you, and you shall be My
sons and daughters, says the Lord Almighty.” Since we have these promises,
beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from every defilement of body and spirit, and make
holiness perfect in the fear of God.

THE GOSPEL

The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke. (5:1-11)
At that time, Jesus was standing by the lake of Gennesaret. And He saw two boats by the lake;
but the fishermen had gone out of them and were washing their nets. Getting into one of the
boats, which was Simon’s, Jesus asked him to put out a little from the land. And He sat down
and taught the people from the boat. And when Jesus had finished speaking, He said to Simon,
“Put out into the deep and let down your nets for a catch.” And Simon answered, “Master, we
toiled all night and took nothing! But at Thy word I will let down the nets.” And when they had
done this, they enclosed a great shoal of fish; and as their nets were breaking, they beckoned to
their partners in the other boat to come and help them. And they came and filled both the boats,
so that they began to sink. But when Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus’ knees, saying,
“Depart from me, for [ am a sinful man, O Lord.” For he was astonished, and all that were with
him, at the catch of fish, which they had taken; and so also were James and John, sons of
Zebedee, who were partners with Simon. And Jesus said to Simon, “Do not be afraid;
henceforth you will be catching men.” And when they had brought their boats to land, they left
everything and followed Him.
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The Sacraments
Penance/Confession

The sacrament of penance is our formal act of reconciliation with God in the Church when
sin has severed us from the Church’s life. Because penance is the way to communion with
God when that communion has been broken by sin, it is often referred to in Church
Tradition as the renewal of baptism, or as the reestablishment of that condition of life with
God which was given to men in the basic sacraments of inauguration into the Christian life.
Not every sin requires the necessity of formal penance through sacramental ritual. This is
obvious because Christians are never completely without sin. Certain grave sins or the
prolonged separation from Holy Communion, however, do call for the act of sacramental
penance. Also, Christians living in communion with Christ are expected to make use of this
sacrament periodically in order to humble themselves consciously before God and to
receive guidance in the Christian life from their pastor in the Church. It is the teaching of
the Orthodox Church that sacramental penance is necessary for those receiving Holy
Communion when they have committed grave sins or when they have been separated from
the eucharistic meal for a long time. The sacrament of penance exists in the Church to
allow for the repentance and reconversion of Christians who have fallen away from the life
of faith. There are three main elements to the act of formal penance. The first is a

sincere sorrow for sins and for the breaking of communion with God. The second is an open
and heartfelt confession of sins. At one time this confession was done publicly before all men
in the midst of the Church, but in recent times it is usually done only in the presence of the

pastor of the Church who stands in behalf of all. The third element of penance is the
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formal prayer of absolution through which the forgiveness of God through Christ is
sacramentally bestowed upon the repentant sinner. The fulfillment of penance consists in
the reception of Holy Communion and the genuine reconciliation of the repentant sinner
with God and all men according to the commandments of Christ. From this there obviously
follows the necessity of a sincere attempt by the penitent to refrain from sin and to remain
in faithful obedience to God and in uprightness of life before Him and all people. The
sacrament of penance, like all sacraments, is an element of the life of the Church which
presupposes a firm belief and conviction that Christ himself is present in the Church
through his Holy Spirit. A person without the experience of Christ in the Church will not
understand the meaning of sacramental penance and the need for the open and public
confession of sins. When the Church is experienced as the new life in Christ and as the
genuine communion with God in his kingdom already present with men in sacrament and
mystery, then not only will sacramental penance and the confession of sins be understood,
but it will be cherished as the great mystery of God which it is: the unique possibility for
reunion with God through the forgiveness of Christ who has come to save sinners who
confess their sins and who sincerely desire to change their lives according to the ways
which he himself has given. In a word, the Orthodox Church strictly adheres to the teaching
of the Bible that only God can forgive sins, that he does so through Christ in the Church,
that his conditions are genuine repentance and the promise of change which are witnessed
by confession; and that confession, by definition, is the open and public acknowledgment

of sin before God and all mankind.
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Announcements

On the Priesthood: “The work of the priesthood is done on earth, but it is ranked among heavenly
ordinances. And this is only right, for no man, no angel, no archangel, no other created power, but
the Holy Spirit himself ordained this succession, and persuaded men, while still remaining in the
flesh to represent the ministry of angels.” St. John Chrysostom.

Your Church Needs You: Consider giving a percentage of your income as “Giving Back to God”,
do you know the monthly expenses for our church is over $6000 dollars. Giving a few dollars
will not cover the expenses. Be generous, everything we have belongs to God.

Immigration Assistance: Please don’t call Antoinette from Catholic Immigration. Fr. George
with the help of Ghassan Singer (403)804-2750, and Hanan Saman (587)700-1194, will prepare a
list of names to be presented to Antoinette. Only immediate relatives like brothers, sisters and
parents will be presented. If you are a member of our community, you may speak to one of the
following above people. Father George will approve with his signature the final list to be
presented. Once we have a list of names, we will invite you for a presentation on the qualifications
and requirements. Thank you for your cooperation. PS. Those who already applied may give us
their names and the names of their relatives to discuss it with Antoinette. Thank you.

» The Antiochian Women will have lunch served today after Liturgy. Please,
support them. The 2015-2016 Women Project: Help Feed Hungry Children.

Saint Thekla Sisterhood Schedule of Activity from Sept. to Dec. 2015:

> Date Activity

» Sept 27,2015 Community Lunch (After the Divine Liturgy)
» Oct 18,2015 Monthly Meeting (After the Divine Liturgy)

» Oct 25,2015 Community Lunch (After the Divine Liturgy)
» Nov 8, 2015 Monthly Meeting (After the Divine Liturgy)

» Nov 15,2015 Community Lunch (After the Divine Liturgy)
» Dec5 & 6,2015 Christmas Bake Sale

» Dec 31,2015 New Year Party (Details to be announced later)
» All Activities -except the New Year Party- are at Church Hall.
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Teens Activities: October 9": 7 PM at the church fun night and games. October 11t Pancakes
and bookstore items/Jewlery sale and fundraiser after Liturgy. Please stay and support
them. October 18™: Bowling after Liturgy.

Fall Retreat: Frederica Mathewes-Green will be the speaker at St. Herman of Alaska Orthodox
Church in Edmonton on November 7. Fee $45. For information call Fr. Vincent 780/288-5347.

> Be the Bee: Visit www.goarch.org , top to the right Spotlight, and then Be the Bee videos.

» Teens: October is Teens Month: Our teens will read the epistle, do the collection, usher and

welcome people at the door, help with chanting, and do a special collection on October 18 for
Special Olympic.

Fasting: Orthodox people fast every Wednesday and Friday. Also, we fast before Holy
Communion starting at midnight unless you are taking medication or pregnant. See Father.

Epistle Readers: Father will have a meeting with the Epistle readers on October 11™ after Liturgy.
We will have readers in Arabic and English. If interested please see Father or Ramza.

> Young Adults: October 15™ at the church at 7 PM.

> All Saints Party: We will have our first All Saints Party at the church on October 31% in the

afternoon. Children will dress up as saints. No customs as devils, Satan etc. More information to
come.

St. John Chrysostom on children: “Let us raise our children in such a way that they can face any
trouble, and not be surprised when difficulties come; let us bring them up in the discipline and
instruction of the Lord... When we teach our children to be good, to be gentle, to be forgiving, to
be generous, to love their fellow men, to regard this present age as nothing, we instill virtue in
their souls, and reveal the image of God within them. This, then, is our task: to educate both
ourselves and our children in godliness; otherwise what answer will we have before Christ’s
judgment-seat?”




