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“...in the confines of the manger
is laid the Infinite, Christ our God...”



mailto:frdahdouh@sbcglobal.net

The Nativity of Our Lord Services: Friday December 23 at 9:30 AM the Hours.
Saturday December 24" 9:30 AM Great Vespers. Saturday December 24t" at 5 PM
Festal Orthros and Divine Liturgy of the Nativity of our Lord in the Flesh.
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The Nativity of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ

Christ is Born! Glorify Him!
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Chnist 1s born, glorify Him! Christ hath come from the heavens, receive Him! Christ 1s
on earth, elevate Him! Sing unto the Lord, all the earth; and ye nations, praise Him with
joy; for He hath been glorified!
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Changes in the Liturgy

First Antiphon Ry
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the upright and in the congregation,
the works of the Lord are great.

Through the intercessions of the Theotokos,
O Saviour, save us.

They are sought out according to all
His purposes. His work is honorable
and glorious, and His righteousness
endureth forever.

Through the intercessions of the Theotokos,
O Saviour, save us.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son,
and to the Holy Spirit. Now and ever,
and unto the ages of ages. Amen.

Through the intercessions of the
Theotokos, O Saviour, save us.
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Second Antiphon

Blessed is the man that feareth the Lord; that
delighteth greatly in His commandments. His
seed shall be mighty upon earth; the generation
of the upright shall be blessed.

+Save us, O Son of God, Who wast
born of a Virgin, who sing to Thee,
Alleluia!

Glory and riches shall be in His house, and His
righteousness endureth forever.

+Save us, O Son of God, Who wast born of a
Virgin, who sing to Thee, Alleluial

Unto the upright there ariseth light in the
darkness: He is gracious, full of compassion and
righteous.

+Save us, O Son of God, Who wast born of a
Virgin, who sing to Thee, Alleluia!

Glory to the Father, and to the Son,
and to the Holy Spirit. Now and ever,
and unto ages of ages.

O only-begotten son and word of God...
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Zion. With thee is dominion in the
day of thy power, in the beauties of
thy saints.

Thy Nativity O Christ our God, hath given rise
to the light of knowledge in the world; for
they that worshipped the stars did learn
there from to worship thee, O Sun of justice,
and to know thatfrom the east of the
Highest thou didst come, O Lord, glory to
thee!
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Entrance Hymn

Out of the womb, before the morning star, have | begotten Thee. The Lord hath sworn and will not
change His mind: Thou art a priest forever, after the order of Melchizedek.
Save us, O Son of God, who wast born of a Virgin, who sing to Thee: Alleluia!
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Troparion of the Nativity (Tone Four)

Thy Nativity O Christ our God, hath given rise to the light of knowledge in the world; for they that
worshipped the stars did learn there from to worship thee, O Sun of Justice, and to know
that from the east of the Highest Thou didst come, O Lord, glory to Thee!
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Kontakion of the Nativity (Tone Three)
Today, the Virgin giveth birth to the transcendent in essence; the earth offereth the cave to the
unapproachable One; the angels with the shepherds glorify Him; and the Magi with the star travel
on their way; for a new child hath been born for our sakes; God before the ages.
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Instead of the Trisagion Hymn, the following is sung (Tone One):

“As many as have been Baptized into Christ, have put on Christ. Alleluia!”
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Epistle for the Nativity of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ

Let all the earth worship Thee, and
sing to Thee!

Shout with joy to God, all the earth!

The Reading is from St. Paul’s Letter
to the Galatians (4:4-7).

Brethren, when the time had fully
come, God sent forth His Son, born
of a woman, born under the Law, to
redeem those who were under the
Law, so that we might receive
adoption as sons. And because you
are sons, God has sent the Spirit of
His Son into our hearts, crying,
“Abba! Father!” Therefore, you are
no longer a slave but a son; and if a
son, then an heir of God through
Christ.
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Gospel of the Nativity of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ




The Reading is from the Holy
Gospel according to St. Matthew
(2:1-12).

Now when Jesus was born in
Bethlehem of Judea in the days of
Herod the king, behold, wise men
from the East came to Jerusalem,
saying, “Where is He who has been
born king of the Jews? For we have
seen His star in the East, and have
come to worship Him.” When Herod
the king heard this, he was troubled,
and all Jerusalem with him; and
assembling all the chief priests and
scribes of the people, he inquired of
them where the Christ was to be
born. They told him, “In Bethlehem
of Judea; for so it is written by the
prophet: ‘And you, O Bethlehem, in
the land of Judea, are by no means
least among the rulers of Judea; for
from you shall come a ruler who will
govern My people Israel.”” Then
Herod summoned the wise men
secretly and ascertained from them
what time the star appeared; and he
sent them to Bethlehem, saying,
“Go and search diligently for the
child, and when you have found Him
bring me word, that | too may come
and worship Him.” When they had
heard the king they went their way;
and lo, the star which they had seen
in the East went before them, until
it came to rest over the place where
the child was. When they saw the
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star, they rejoiced exceedingly with
great joy; and going into the house
they saw the child with Mary His
mother, and they fell down and
worshiped Him. Then, opening their
treasures, they offered Him gifts,
gold and frankincense and myrrh.
And being warned in a dream not to
return to Herod, they departed to
their own country by another way.
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Megalynarion for the Theotokos from the Liturgy of St. Basil the Great (Tone Eight)

In thee all creation rejoices, O Full of Grace; the assembly of angels and the race of men; O
sanctified temple and spiritual paradise; the glory of virgins, from whom God was incarnate and
became a child; our God before the ages, He made thy womb a throne, and thy body He made
more spacious than the heavens. In thee all creation rejoices, O Full of Grace, glory to thee.
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Koinonikon for the Nativity (Tone Eight)

The Lord hath sent redemption to his people. Alleluia!
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Instead of “We have seen the true light...”, sing:

Troparion of the Nativity (Tone Four)




Thy Nativity O Christ our God, hath given rise to the light of knowledge in the world; for they that
worshipped the stars did learn there from to worship thee, O Sun of justice, and to know that from
the east of the Highest thou didst come, O Lord, glory to thee!

NOTE: Every Divine Liturgy of St. Basil requires “In thee all creation rejoices” for the megalynarion. However, as the faithful
depart the church, the choir can sing the following megalynarion of the Nativity of Christ after the Dismissal.
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Megalynarion for the Nativity (Tone One)

Magnify, O my soul, her who is more honorable and more exalted in glory than the heavenly hosts.
| behold a strange and wonderful mystery: the cave a heaven, the Virgin a cherubic throne, and
the manger a noble place in which hath lain Christ the uncontained God. Let us, therefore, praise
and magnify Him.

chklg_fignaxarion

December 25th

Today in the Holy Orthodox Church we celebrate the Nativity according
to the flesh of our Lord, God, and Savior Jesus Christ.

God Himself is born of Mary in Bethlehem of Judea, the city of David. The
creation had never seen a greater wonder. A cave became the dwelling of
the King of the universe. On this same day, we commemorate the




adoration of the Magi. Prostrating before the newborn Jesus, these
princes of the nations prefigure the adoration of the Gentiles. Also on this
day, we commemorate the shepherds who saw the Lord. Leaving their
flocks behind, the shepherds come with haste to contemplate Christ, the
Good Shepherd.

Thus entered the world He Whose coming was foretold by the prophets,
and Who was born in the same manner in which it had been prophesied:
of a Most-holy Virgin, in the town of Bethlehem, of the lineage of David
according to the flesh, at the time when there was no king in Jerusalem
of the lineage of Judah, but rather when a foreigner named Herod, who
sought to kill the infant Messiah, was reigning. After many types and
prefigurings, messengers and heralds, prophets and righteous men, wise
men and kings, finally He appeared, the Lord of the world and King of
kings, to perform the work of the salvation of mankind. To Him be glory,
honor, and worship, now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen.

“If you wish that God should speedily give you hearty faith in prayer, strive with all your
heart to speak and to do everything in regard to other people sincerely, and never be
deceitful in your dealings with them. If you are straightforward and truthful with others,
then God will give you straightforwardness and sincere faith also in reference to

Himself. He, who is not straightforward in his dealings with other men, God does not accept
easily when he prays, making him feel that he is insincere with other men, and therefore
cannot be perfectly sincere with God.” St John of Kronstadt

s Church Announcements

e Christmas Play: A big thank you for a very successful Christmas play to Khouryia Manal, Diana
Khammar a job well done, Samer Baba for the many hours he put to build the manager, to all the
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teachers, the young adults, everyone who helped, the scouts, those who helped in the kitchen, Mardik
Basmajian for being Santa Clause, for all those who gave, attended and contributed for a successful
Christmas Play. We had over 260 guests in attendance! May our Lord bless you during this holy
season.

o Next Week Services: There will be no Vespers next Saturday December 31%, 2016. There will be a
Liturgy on Sunday, January 1% as usual at 10:30 AM, NO Matins. There will be a service of the blessing
of the New Year at the end of Liturgy. Happy New Year 2017.

e Please sign up for offering the Holy Bread in 2017.

« Feast of Epiphany/Theophany (Baptism of Christ): will be celebrated on January 5%, 2017 starting
at 6:30 PM with Orthros, Divine Liturgy followed with the blessing of water.

e Father will start blessing homes starting January 6. Please, make an appointment for Father to
visit you and bless your home.

o Ladies Officers Election: There will be a general meeting for the ladies on January 22" to elect the
new officers.

e World Food Day 2016: Canned Food Drive requested by the Archdiocese from October to
December. Please bring a nonperishable food and body hygiene items to donate to Inn from the Cold
and other needy people. Here are some of the items that the Mustard Seed request: Thermal/wool
socks, underwear (new), Toques and scarves, Gloves, hand and toe warmers, travel mugs, tissues,
hygiene items, canned food for the holiday.

e Calendars for 2017: please, take one calendar for 2017 from the table, it has all the church readings,
feasts and fasting days.

e Church School: Church school will resume again on January 14",

o Giving back to God: Our church depends on your generous giving back to God for all His

blessings in your life. There is still time to give for 2016 and get a tax benefit, make a donation
with your name on the envelope. Please, give generously and regularly and God will bless you

back a 100 times. |Give a percentage of your income|. Make a commitment to increase your
giving for 2017. Write your name on the envelope for a receipt.

o Don’t forget to visit: www.ancientfaith.com www.myocf.net

+++The Lionheart: COMING at the end of January 2017 “The Lionheart”
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The challenges of Fatherhood and becoming a great role-model to your children are immense. What about the
value of being a loving and caring husband to your wife? Sickness OR health, remember that? Men, you will gain
appreciation from your family, by engaging in a most meaningful course as the “Lionheart”. This is a “Pursuit of
God” put together by the Orthodox faith. For ages 18+, as you may be a husband or father, so prepare for

it. Society is at times, suffocating with social problems: drugs, depression and lack of Leadership in our homes and
place of worship. Within a short 4 week term, you will likely find many problem-solving techniques to becoming a
better man. We can learn from the DVD or from each others experiences, hopefully in confidence. We can
communicate our feeling, or we can just listen and learn. After this program you will thank our Lord for the

experience! Lou Salloum is assisting Father in forming a Christian men group. Please, signup with
Lou Salloum.

What Do | Want for Christmas This Year?

December 19, 2016 by Fr. Andrew Stephen Damick

What Do I Want fr
Christmas This Year?

Fr. Andrew Stephen Damick

It’s a question we get asked a lot, and it’s a question that gets harder to answer as I get older. I have an Amazon

wishlist, of course. But, really, I do know what would make me feel like it was a really good Christmas. | know
exactly what [ want. I'm afraid it’s a long list.

Here’s what I want:
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| want for Christians to be in church worshiping the Lord, God and Savior Who was born for our
sakes to destroy the power of death.

| want for families to pursue peace and family harmony by making Jesus Christ central in their
family schedules.

| want to pray a lot better and a lot more consistently.

| want for Christians to stop acting like politics is more important than prayer.

| want for petty, transient things to stop mattering so much to me and to my country.

| want for people who say that their faith really matters to them to start acting like it.

I want for husbands and wives to see that they don’t have to solve everything or even feel in love.
| want for husbands and wives to see that their spouse isn’t responsible to make them feel happy.
I want for husbands and wives to see that they don’t even have to be best friends.

[ want for parents to see that their kids aren’t responsible to make them feel successful or adequate
or appreciated.

| want for parents to believe that an education in Christian life for their children is their first and
only real task as parents.

| want for pilgrimage to be more critical and more consistent than vacation.

| want for spiritual life to be “a thing,” that is, a thing that people are working on—a project rather
than an accessory.

| want for my spiritual life to be my biggest project.

| want to hear more Christians saying to co-workers, coaches, teachers, friends and family these
two sentences together: I can’t. We have church.

| want to meet kids who know more about the people in the Bible than the people in a cartoon, a
sports team or a video game.

| want to be automatically kind rather than automatically defensive.

| want to see church members whose first question is “How can I help?” rather than “You know
what we should be doing?”

| want for the government of my country to stop acting like it can and should fix everything.

| want for me and my countrymen to stop acting like we can and should fix everything.

| want for the average annual gift to the church even to rival the average annual cost of cable TV or
eating out.

| want people to see that history, especially Church history, matters.

| want people to see that doctrine matters and has a real effect on life.

I want people to see that morality isn’t something holding you down but something giving you
strength.

| want prayer to be more about meeting God and less about asking something from God.

| want people to know that God really does love them just as they are.

I want people to see that God’s love doesn’t leave them as they are.

I want for hope to be understood as something we have in the resurrection of Jesus, not in “the
future of our country,” any political outcome or personal ambition.

I want to see myself as a minor character in Jesus’ story rather than Him as a minor character

in my story.
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| want the story of the death-conquering King of Kings to be what defines us more than any other
story.

These are some things that | want. | think any one of them would really make my Christmas.

What do you want for Christmas this year?

Seek First the Kingdom of God: A Reflection for the

Nativity Season

St. John St. SeraphimOn December 6, 2016,
His Grace Bishop Thomas, Diocese of Charleston, presented this Nativity reflection to a group of
parish council members. His timely words are equally applicable to any and all of the faithful during this
holy season of the year.

It is my pleasure to be speaking here this evening. I want to commend you all for your hard work and
dedication to your parish. The spiritual health of any parish is a reflection of the spiritual health of its
leadership, especially that which is provided by the parish council.

As I begin my reflection, I thought I would offer a short story concerning St. John Maximovitch of San
Francisco. On the evening before St. John was going to commemorate the solemn canonization of Fr. John
of Kronstadt, he was celebrating the All Night Vigil in preparation for the Divine Liturgy the next day. It so
happened that a group of parishioners had organized a Halloween Ball on the very same night of this vigil.
Thus, when the All Night Vigil began many people were absent, to the great sorrow of St. John.

After the vigil service, St. John went to the place where the ball was being held. He entered the hall and the
music stopped; in absolute silence, he glanced sorrowfully at the revelers. With his staff in hand, he slowly
walked around the entire hall. He didn't speak, but the sight of the holy bishop brought general
consternation to the party. Saint John then left the hall, but the next day in church he issued a call to all
present, to seek the devout Christian life.

This story reminds us that the spiritual life is of prime importance in all we do. We must remember that
our first priority must be to seek the kingdom of God above all else. The first requirement as well as
the first duty of a parish council member is to possess a sincere desire to imitate the saints
in their love for God. While parish council members work with budgets, planning, and the maintenance
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of buildings, this work is still different from that done by others who deal with such issues. One may have
real talent for financial matters or a knack for management, but that should never be why anyone is chosen
to be a member of the parish council. This is not how others should remember parish council members.

Instead, we ought to be known for our striving for sanctity through continuous prayer, our
repentance and fasting, and our regular attendance at church services. These things should
always be the criteria by which a person is selected to serve the parish. Council members
should be pillars of the faith community, modeling humility, gentleness, and compassion.
The spiritual weapons that help us achieve these virtues are to be found in the church, with the saints, and
our Lord Jesus Who is present on the altar table.

The most important gift one can offer a parish our fellow Orthodox Christians is our own striving for
theosis and union with God through a life of repentance and reception of the Holy Mysteries. Elder Cleopa
of Romania used to tell his spiritual children that the one on the path of salvation finds two walls around
him—one to his left and the other to his right. The first wall to the left is the proper fear of God, preferring
nothing to Him and His service. The other wall to the right is the remembrance of death. Elder Cleopa
would tell his spiritual children that with these two walls as protective boundaries, a Christian could not be
led astray from the path that leads to life.

Parish council members perform lofty work with many burdens and responsibilities. In this role, we are
stewards of the Gospel and the life of the holy Church, alongside the parish pastor. As St. Paul reminded
the Christian community at Ephesus, each one of us must be free of all bitterness, anger, jealousy, and
strife, for they grieve the Holy Spirit with which we have been sealed. In parish council meetings and
deliberations there can be no room for such things. Given our fallen state and our inclination to the
passions, we must make every effort daily to repent, pray unceasingly as St. Paul instructs us, and
participate piously and often in the church services.

The parish will thrive if the parish council members lead the way through a continuous striving for
holiness. We have heard the saying of St. Seraphim of Sarov many times: “Acquire the Spirit of Peace and a
thousand souls around you will be saved.” In concrete terms, the saintly Seraphim explained how this is to
be done:

You cannot be too gentle, too kind. Shun even to appear harsh in your treatment of each other. Joy,
radiant joy, streams from the face of him who gives and kindles joy in the heart of him who receives.
All condemnation is from the devil. Never condemn each other...instead of condemning others, strive to
reach inner peace.

Keep silent, refrain from judgment. This will raise you above the deadly arrows of slander, insult, and
outrage and will shield your glowing hearts against all evil.

If we make these words of St. Seraphim our own as we work together, thousands indeed will be saved and
come to know the Lord Jesus Christ through His holy Orthodox Church.

What is Christian Stewardship? Christian Stewardship is : learning how to be a responsible and concerned
caretaker of Christ’s Church; it is learning how to enjoy Church life and be happy in Church work., for in Her dwells the
fullness of the Spirit of God. ...our active commitment to use all our time, talent and treasure for the benefit of
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humankind in grateful acknowledgment of Christ’s redeeming love. ...caring for the needs of others. ...offering one’s
self to God as He offered Himself to us. ...what a person does after saying “I believe...”, as proof of that belief. ...devotion
and service to God and His Church as persons, as families, as diocese, as national Church and as Church universal.
(Williams & McKibben in Oriented Leadership) Christian Stewardship is about becoming good caretakers of all that God
has given us. God has given each of us special and unique gifts. And through Holy Scripture He teaches us all that what
we have is a loan. He lends everything to us, and reminds us that one day He will ask us to give a detailed accounting
of what we have done with the gifts He has given us. Archbishop Anastasios of Albania has noted that “we find
ourselves by offering ourselves.” Have we learned the blessedness of generously giving to others of all we have?
Everything we have is temporal. We don’t know for how long we have it. The fundamental question, though, is how
will we use all that we have for the glory of God?
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