
 

1  

  

 

 Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America 

The Diocese of Eagle River and the Northwest 

Antiochian Orthodox Church of the Annunciation 

 كنيسة البشارة الأرثوذكسية الأنطاكية

3107-40th Street SW, Calgary, AB T3E 3J9  
Rev. Fr. George Dahdouh, D.Min. Priest. 
Tel:  Cell (403) 993-7945 

Email: frdahdouh@sbcglobal.net 

 

Sunday December 25th, 2016 

 

mailto:frdahdouh@sbcglobal.net


 

2  

  

The Nativity of Our Lord Services: Friday December 23rd at 9:30 AM the Hours. 

Saturday December 24th 9:30 AM Great Vespers. Saturday December 24th at 5 PM 

Festal Orthros and Divine Liturgy of the Nativity of our Lord in the Flesh.  

  

 عيد ميلاد ربنا ومخلصنا يسوع المسيح

The Nativity of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 
 

Christ is Born!  Glorify Him! 

 
 
 وُلِد

ُ
وهُ  ! المسِيح

ُ
د جِّ م 

 
! ف  

§ 

  

Christ is born, glorify Him!  Christ hath come from the heavens, receive Him! Christ is 

on earth, elevate Him!  Sing unto the Lord, all the earth; and ye nations, praise Him with 

joy; for He hath been glorified! 

  

ِ ! المسيحُ وُلِدَ فمجدوهُ  المسيحُ أتى مِنَ السماواتِ فاستقبلِوُهُ! المسيحُ على الأرضِ فارفعوهُ! رت لِِي للرب 

د !أيتهُا الأرضُ كلُّها, ويا شعوبُ سبحوهُ بابتهاجٍ, لأنهُ قد تمََجَّ  

 تغييرات في القداس

Changes in the Liturgy 

 الانديفونا الأولى

حد ث بجميع عجائبك في مجلس المستقيمن وفي أو، اعترف لك يارب من كل قلبي

 مجمعهم. عظيمةٌ أعمال الرب.

 بشفاعاتِ والدةِ الإلهِ يا مخلصُ خلصنا.

First Antiphon 

I will praise Thee, O Lord, with my 
whole heart: I will speak of all Thy 
marvelous works. In the assembly of 
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دهر صُنعهُ الأعتراف وعُظم الجلال. وعدلهُ يدوم إلى . مدبَّرةٌ طبقاً لكل  مرادهِ بها

.الداهرين  

 بشفاعاتِ والدةِ الإلهِ يا مخلصُ خلصنا.

.آمين .الآن وكل أوان وإلى دهر الداهرين ،المجد للآب والإبن والروح القدس  

.بشفاعاتِ والدةِ الإلهِ يا مخلصُ خلصنا  

the upright and in the congregation, 
the works of the Lord are great. 

Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, 
O Saviour, save us. 

They are sought out according to all 
His purposes. His work is honorable 
and glorious, and His righteousness 
endureth forever. 

Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, 
O Saviour, save us. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, 
and to the Holy Spirit.  Now and ever, 
and unto the ages of ages.  Amen. 

Through the intercessions of the 

Theotokos, O Saviour, save us. 

 الانديفونا الثانية

يَّته في الأرض  الربَّ  ذي يتَّقيطوبى للرجل ال ويهوَى وصاياهُ جدا. تكون ذر 

 مقتدرة.

 خلصنا يا ابن الله, يا من ولد من البتول، لنرتل لك, هللويا!

هُ يدوم الى دهر الداهرين.  غنىيكون المجد وال في بيتهِ. وبرَّ  

 خلصنا يا ابن الله, يا من ولد من البتول، لنرتل لك, هللويا!

 اشرق النور في الظلمة للمستقيمين.

 خلصنا يا ابن الله, يا من ولد من البتول، لنرتل لك, هللويا!

الآنَ وكلَّ أوانٍ وإلى دهرِ الدآهرينَ، آمين. المجدُ للآبِ والإبنِ والروحِ القدس،  

 …يا كلمةَ اللهِ الابنِ الوحيد

Second Antiphon 
Blessed is the man that feareth the Lord; that 
delighteth greatly in His commandments. His 
seed shall be mighty upon earth; the generation 
of the upright shall be blessed. 

+Save us, O Son of God, Who wast 
born of a Virgin, who sing to Thee, 
Alleluia! 
Glory and riches shall be in His house, and His 
righteousness endureth forever.  

+Save us, O Son of God, Who wast born of a 
Virgin, who sing to Thee, Alleluia! 

Unto the upright there ariseth light in the 
darkness: He is gracious, full of compassion and 
righteous.  

+Save us, O Son of God, Who wast born of a 
Virgin, who sing to Thee, Alleluia! 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, 
and to the Holy Spirit.  Now and ever, 
and unto ages of ages. 

O only-begotten son and word of God… 
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 الانديفونا الثالثة

ةٍ قال الربُّ لربي اجلس عن يميني حتى اجعل اعداءَك موطئاً لقدمَيْك. عصا  قوَّ

تك. في بهاءِ قدي سيك.  يرسل لك الربُّ من صهيون. معك الرَئاسة في يوم قوَّ

ميلادك أيها المسيح إلهنا قد اشرق نور المعرفة في العالم. لأن الساجدين للكواكب به تعلموا من الكوكب السجود لك يا شمس العدل. 

 وأن يعرفوا أنك من مشارق العلو أتيت. يارب المجدلك!

Third Antiphon 

The Lord said unto my Lord: “Sit thou 
at my right hand, until I make thine 
enemies thy footstool. The Lord shall 
send thee a rod of strength out of 
Zion. With thee is dominion in the 
day of thy power, in the beauties of 
thy saints. 

Thy Nativity O Christ our God, hath given rise 

to the light of knowledge in the world; for 

they that worshipped the stars did learn 

there from to worship thee, O Sun of justice, 

and to know that from the east of the 

Highest thou didst come, O Lord, glory to 

thee! 

ذيكونالايصو  

بد على ترتيب مليكصادق.أنَ أنَت كاهنٌ الى الأ ,من البطن قبل كوكب الصبح ولدتك. حلف الربُّ ولَن يندم  

هللويا! :، لنرتل لكمن ولد من البتول يا ,خلصنا يا ابن الله  

Entrance Hymn 

Out of the womb, before the morning star, have I begotten Thee. The Lord hath sworn and will not 

change His mind: Thou art a priest forever, after the order of Melchizedek. 

Save us, O Son of God, who wast born of a Virgin, who sing to Thee: Alleluia! 

 طروبارية الميلاد )باللحن الرابع(

نور المعرفة في العالم. لأن الساجدين للكواكب به تعلموا من الكوكب السجود لك ميلادك أيها المسيح إلهنا قد اشرق 

!لك وأن يعرفوا أنك من مشارق العلو أتيت. يارب المجد يا شمس العدل.  

Troparion of the Nativity (Tone Four) 

Thy Nativity O Christ our God, hath given rise to the light of knowledge in the world; for they that 

worshipped the stars did learn there from to worship thee, O Sun of Justice, and to know 

that from the east of the Highest Thou didst come, O Lord, glory to Thee! 

 القنداق لعيد الميلاد )باللحن الثالث(

بُ المغارة ،تلدُ الفائقَ الجوهر بتولاليومَ ال  ،لمن هو غير مقتربٍ إليه. الملائكة مع الرعاة يمجدون ،والأرضُ تقر 

وهو الإله الذي قبل الدهور. ،والمجوس مع الكوكب في الطريقِ يسيرون. لأنهُ قد ولد لنا صبيٌ جديدٌ   
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Kontakion of the Nativity (Tone Three) 

Today, the Virgin giveth birth to the transcendent in essence; the earth offereth the cave to the 

unapproachable One; the angels with the shepherds glorify Him; and the Magi with the star travel 

on their way; for a new child hath been born for our sakes; God before the ages. 

 :باللحن الأول() عِوض عن التريصاجيون يرُتل

!""أنتم الذين بالمسيح اعتمدتم المسيح قد لبستم، هلليويا  
Instead of the Trisagion Hymn, the following is sung (Tone One): 

“As many as have been Baptized into Christ, have put on Christ. Alleluia!” 

لعيد ميلاد ربنا ومخلصنا يسوع المسيحرسالة ال  

Epistle for the Nativity of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 

!يسجد لك كل أهل الأرض ويرتلوا لك  

!هللوا لله يا جميع أهل الأرض   

( .4:4-7) فصل من رسالة القديس بولس الرسول إلى أهل غلاطية  

يا اخوة لما حان ملء الزمان أرسل الله ابنه مولودا من امرأة مولودا تحت 

الناموس * ليفتدي الذين تحت الناموس لننال التبني * وبما أنكم أبناء أرسل 

الله روح ابنه إلى قلوبكم صارخا يا أبا الآب * فلست بعد عبدا بل أنت ابن. 

 وإذا كنت ابنا فأنت وارث لله بيسوع المسيح.

Let all the earth worship Thee, and 

sing to Thee! 

Shout with joy to God, all the earth! 

The Reading is from St. Paul’s Letter 

to the Galatians (4:4-7). 

Brethren, when the time had fully 

come, God sent forth His Son, born 

of a woman, born under the Law, to 

redeem those who were under the 

Law, so that we might receive 

adoption as sons. And because you 

are sons, God has sent the Spirit of 

His Son into our hearts, crying, 

“Abba! Father!”  Therefore, you are 

no longer a slave but a son; and if a 

son, then an heir of God through 

Christ. 

 

لعيد ميلاد ربنا ومخلصنا يسوع المسيحنجيل الإ  

Gospel of the Nativity of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 
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التلميذ  ،ى الإنجيلي البشيرفصل شريف من بشارة القديس مت  

(1:2-12)الطاهر  . 

 جوسٌ إذا مَ  الملكِ  في أيام هيرودسَ  في بيت لحم اليهوديةِ  لد يسوعُ ا وُ لمَّ 

ا اليهود فأنَّ  ملكُ  المولودُ ق إلى أورشليم قائلين، أين بلوا من المشرِ قْ أَ قد 

 س الملكُ ا سمع هيرودُ * فلمَّ  نسجد لهُ ينا لِ ق فوافَ في المشرِ  هُ رأينا نجمَ 

 الشعبِ  بةَ تَ الكهنة وكَ  ساءِ رؤَ  * وجمع كلَّ  معهُ  أورشليمَ  اضطرب هو وكلُّ 

 هكذا هُ نَّ لأاليهودية  لحمَ  في بيتَ  لهُ  المسيح * فقالوا دُ هم أين يولَ واستخبرَ 

 ساءِ غرى في رؤَ يهوذا لست بصُ  ارضُ  لحمُ  يا بيتَ  بالنبي: وأنتِ  تبَ قد كُ 

دعا  ر الذي يرعى شعبي إسرائيل * حينئذٍ يخرج المدب   منكِ  هُ نَّ لأَ يهوذا 

أرسلهم  النجم الذي ظهر * ثمَّ  ق منهم زمانَ ا وتحقَّ سر   س المجوسَ هيرودُ 

 ومتى وجدتموهُ  دقيقٍ تَ : انطلقوا وابحثوا عن الصبي بِ قائلاً  لحمَ  إلى بيتَ 

ً آفاخبروني لكي  ا سمعوا من الملك ذهبوا * فلمَّ  لهُ  واسجدَ  تي أنا أيضا

 وقف فوقَ و هم حتى جاءَ مُ ق يتقدَّ في المشرِ  وهُ الذي كانوا رأَ  فإذا النجمُ 

ً ا رأَ * فلمَّ  الصبيُّ  الذي كان فيهِ  الموضعِ  ً  وا النجم فرحوا فرحا  اً جد   عظيما

وفتحوا  وا ساجدين لهُ فخرُّ  هِ أم   مع مريمَ  الصبيَّ وا الى البيت فوجدوا تَ وأَ 

لم وحي إليهم في الحُ أُ  * ثمَّ ر ٍ ومُ  بانٍ ولُ  بٍ هدايا من ذهَ  موا لهُ هم وقدَّ كنوزَ 

خرى إلى بلادهم .أُ  فانصرفوا في طريقٍ  عوا إلى هيرودسَ لا يرجِ  نْ أَ   

The Reading is from the Holy 

Gospel according to St. Matthew 

(2:1-12).  

Now when Jesus was born in 

Bethlehem of Judea in the days of 

Herod the king, behold, wise men 

from the East came to Jerusalem, 

saying, “Where is He who has been 

born king of the Jews? For we have 

seen His star in the East, and have 

come to worship Him.” When Herod 

the king heard this, he was troubled, 

and all Jerusalem with him; and 

assembling all the chief priests and 

scribes of the people, he inquired of 

them where the Christ was to be 

born. They told him, “In Bethlehem 

of Judea; for so it is written by the 

prophet: ‘And you, O Bethlehem, in 

the land of Judea, are by no means 

least among the rulers of Judea; for 

from you shall come a ruler who will 

govern My people Israel.’” Then 

Herod summoned the wise men 

secretly and ascertained from them 

what time the star appeared; and he 

sent them to Bethlehem, saying, 

“Go and search diligently for the 

child, and when you have found Him 

bring me word, that I too may come 

and worship Him.” When they had 

heard the king they went their way; 

and lo, the star which they had seen 

in the East went before them, until 

it came to rest over the place where 

the child was.  When they saw the 
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star, they rejoiced exceedingly with 

great joy; and going into the house 

they saw the child with Mary His 

mother, and they fell down and 

worshiped Him. Then, opening their 

treasures, they offered Him gifts, 

gold and frankincense and myrrh. 

And being warned in a dream not to 

return to Herod, they departed to 

their own country by another way. 

(منباللحن الثامن قد اس باسيليوس الكبير ) لوالدة الإله التعظيمة  

إن البرايا بأسرِها تفرحُ بكِ يا ممتلئةً نعمةً، محافِلَ الملائكةِ وأجناسَ البَشَرِ، أيتها الهيكلُ المتقدسُ والفردوسُ 

الناطقُ، فَخرَ البتوليةِ مريم التي منها تجسَّدَ الإلهُ وصارَ طِفلاً وهو الإلهُ الذي قبلَ الدُّهورِ، لأنهُ صنعَ مُستوَدعََكِ 

رشاً وجعلَ بطنَكِ أرحَبَ من السَّماواتِ، لذلكَ يا ممتلئةً نعمةً تفرحُ بكِ كلُ البرايا وتمُجدكُِ.ع  

Megalynarion for the Theotokos from the Liturgy of St. Basil the Great (Tone Eight) 

In thee all creation rejoices, O Full of Grace; the assembly of angels and the race of men; O 

sanctified temple and spiritual paradise; the glory of virgins, from whom God was incarnate and 

became a child; our God before the ages, He made thy womb a throne, and thy body He made 

more spacious than the heavens. In thee all creation rejoices, O Full of Grace, glory to thee. 

(من)باللحن الثا الميلاد الكينونيكون لعيد  

!أرسل الرب خلاصا لشعبه . هللويا  

Koinonikon for the Nativity (Tone Eight) 

The Lord hath sent redemption to his people.  Alleluia! 

نرتل:, قد رأينا النور الحقيقي...""بدلا من   

 طروبارية الميلاد )باللحن الرابع(

ميلادك أيها المسيح إلهنا قد اشرق نور المعرفة في العالم. لأن الساجدين للكواكب به تعلموا من الكوكب السجود لك 

!وأن يعرفوا أنك من مشارق العلو أتيت. يارب المجدلك يا شمس العدل.  

Instead of “We have seen the true light…”, sing: 

Troparion of the Nativity (Tone Four) 
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Thy Nativity O Christ our God, hath given rise to the light of knowledge in the world; for they that 

worshipped the stars did learn there from to worship thee, O Sun of justice, and to know that from 

the east of the Highest thou didst come, O Lord, glory to thee! 

NOTE: Every Divine Liturgy of St. Basil requires “In thee all creation rejoices” for the megalynarion. However, as the faithful 

depart the church, the choir can sing the following megalynarion of the Nativity of Christ after the Dismissal. 

لعيدالتعظيمة  )باللحن الأول( الميلاد   

مي يا نفسي من هي أكرمُ قدراً وأرفعُ مجْداً من الأجنادِ العلويةع ظ ِ . 

اتكأ فيه المسيحُ  إنني أشاهدُ سراً عجيباً مستغرباً. المغارةُ سماءً والبتولَ عرشاً شاروبيمياً. والمذودَ محلاً شريفاً الذي

 الإلهُ غيرُ الموسوعِ في مكانٍ فلنسُب حِْه معظمين.

Megalynarion for the Nativity (Tone One) 

Magnify, O my soul, her who is more honorable and more exalted in glory than the heavenly hosts. 

I behold a strange and wonderful mystery: the cave a heaven, the Virgin a cherubic throne, and 

the manger a noble place in which hath lain Christ the uncontained God. Let us, therefore, praise 

and magnify Him. 

Weekly Synaxarion 
  

December 25th 

  

Today in the Holy Orthodox Church we celebrate the Nativity according 

to the flesh of our Lord, God, and Savior Jesus Christ.  

  

God Himself is born of Mary in Bethlehem of Judea, the city of David. The 

creation had never seen a greater wonder. A cave became the dwelling of 

the King of the universe. On this same day, we commemorate the 
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adoration of the Magi. Prostrating before the newborn Jesus, these 

princes of the nations prefigure the adoration of the Gentiles. Also on this 

day, we commemorate the shepherds who saw the Lord. Leaving their 

flocks behind, the shepherds come with haste to contemplate Christ, the 

Good Shepherd.  

  

Thus entered the world He Whose coming was foretold by the prophets, 

and Who was born in the same manner in which it had been prophesied: 

of a Most-holy Virgin, in the town of Bethlehem, of the lineage of David 

according to the flesh, at the time when there was no king in Jerusalem 

of the lineage of Judah, but rather when a foreigner named Herod, who 

sought to kill the infant Messiah, was reigning. After many types and 

prefigurings, messengers and heralds, prophets and righteous men, wise 

men and kings, finally He appeared, the Lord of the world and King of 

kings, to perform the work of the salvation of mankind. To Him be glory, 

honor, and worship, now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

 

“If you wish that God should speedily give you hearty faith in prayer, strive with all your 

heart to speak and to do everything in regard to other people sincerely, and never be 

deceitful in your dealings with them. If you are straightforward and truthful with others, 

then God will give you straightforwardness and sincere faith also in reference to 

Himself. He, who is not straightforward in his dealings with other men, God does not accept 

easily when he prays, making him feel that he is insincere with other men, and therefore 

cannot be perfectly sincere with God.” St John of Kronstadt 

 

 Church Announcements  
 Christmas Play: A big thank you for a very successful Christmas play to Khouryia Manal, Diana 

Khammar a job well done, Samer Baba for the many hours he put to build the manager, to all the 
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teachers, the young adults, everyone who helped, the scouts, those who helped in the kitchen, Mardik 

Basmajian for being Santa Clause, for all those who gave, attended and contributed for a successful 

Christmas Play.  We had over 260 guests in attendance!  May our Lord bless you during this holy 

season.  

 Next Week Services: There will be no Vespers next Saturday December 31st, 2016. There will be a 

Liturgy on Sunday, January 1st as usual at 10:30 AM,  NO Matins. There will be a service of the blessing 

of the New Year at the end of Liturgy. Happy New Year 2017. 

 Please sign up for offering the Holy Bread in 2017. 

 Feast of Epiphany/Theophany (Baptism of Christ): will be celebrated on January 5th, 2017 starting 

at 6:30 PM with Orthros, Divine Liturgy followed with the blessing of water. 

 Father will start blessing homes starting January 6th. Please, make an appointment for Father to 

visit you and bless your home.  

 Ladies Officers Election: There will be a general meeting for the ladies on January 22nd to elect the 

new officers.  

 World Food Day 2016: Canned Food Drive requested by the Archdiocese from October to 

December. Please bring a nonperishable food and body hygiene items to donate to Inn from the Cold 

and other needy people. Here are some of the items that the Mustard Seed request: Thermal/wool 

socks, underwear (new), Toques and scarves, Gloves, hand and toe warmers, travel mugs, tissues, 

hygiene items, canned food for the holiday. 

 Calendars for 2017: please, take one calendar for 2017 from the table, it has all the church readings, 

feasts and fasting days.  

 Church School: Church school will resume again on January 14th. 

 Giving back to God: Our church depends on your generous giving back to God for all His 

blessings in your life. There is still time to give for 2016 and get a tax benefit, make a donation 

with your name on the envelope. Please, give generously and regularly and God will bless you 

back a 100 times. Give a percentage of your income. Make a commitment to increase your 

giving for 2017. Write your name on the envelope for a receipt. 

 

 Don’t forget to visit: www.ancientfaith.com  www.myocf.net  

+++The Lionheart: COMING at the end of January 2017!  “The Lionheart” 

http://www.ancientfaith.com/
http://www.myocf.net/
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The challenges of Fatherhood and becoming a great role-model to your children are immense. What about the 
value of being a loving and caring husband to your wife? Sickness OR health, remember that? Men, you will gain 
appreciation from your family, by engaging in a most meaningful course as the “Lionheart”.  This is a “Pursuit of 
God” put together by the Orthodox faith. For ages 18+, as you may be a husband or father, so prepare for 
it.  Society is at times, suffocating with social problems: drugs, depression and lack of Leadership in our homes and 
place of worship. Within a short 4 week term, you will likely find many problem-solving techniques to becoming a 
better man. We can learn from the DVD or from each others experiences, hopefully in confidence.  We can 
communicate our feeling, or we can just listen and learn. After this program you will thank our Lord for the 

experience!  Lou Salloum is assisting Father in forming a Christian men group. Please, signup with 
Lou Salloum. 
 

 

What Do I Want for Christmas This Year? 

December 19, 2016 by Fr. Andrew Stephen Damick  

 

It’s a question we get asked a lot, and it’s a question that gets harder to answer as I get older. I have an Amazon 

wishlist, of course. But, really, I do know what would make me feel like it was a really good Christmas. I know 

exactly what I want. I’m afraid it’s a long list. 

Here’s what I want: 
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 I want for Christians to be in church worshiping the Lord, God and Savior Who was born for our 

sakes to destroy the power of death. 

 I want for families to pursue peace and family harmony by making Jesus Christ central in their 

family schedules. 

 I want to pray a lot better and a lot more consistently. 

 I want for Christians to stop acting like politics is more important than prayer. 

 I want for petty, transient things to stop mattering so much to me and to my country. 

 I want for people who say that their faith really matters to them to start acting like it. 

 I want for husbands and wives to see that they don’t have to solve everything or even feel in love. 

 I want for husbands and wives to see that their spouse isn’t responsible to make them feel happy. 

 I want for husbands and wives to see that they don’t even have to be best friends. 

 I want for parents to see that their kids aren’t responsible to make them feel successful or adequate 

or appreciated. 

 I want for parents to believe that an education in Christian life for their children is their first and 

only real task as parents. 

 I want for pilgrimage to be more critical and more consistent than vacation. 

 I want for spiritual life to be “a thing,” that is, a thing that people are working on—a project rather 

than an accessory. 

 I want for my spiritual life to be my biggest project. 

 I want to hear more Christians saying to co-workers, coaches, teachers, friends and family these 

two sentences together: I can’t. We have church. 

 I want to meet kids who know more about the people in the Bible than the people in a cartoon, a 

sports team or a video game. 

 I want to be automatically kind rather than automatically defensive. 

 I want to see church members whose first question is “How can I help?” rather than “You know 

what we should be doing?” 

 I want for the government of my country to stop acting like it can and should fix everything. 

 I want for me and my countrymen to stop acting like we can and should fix everything. 

 I want for the average annual gift to the church even to rival the average annual cost of cable TV or 

eating out. 

 I want people to see that history, especially Church history, matters. 

 I want people to see that doctrine matters and has a real effect on life. 

 I want people to see that morality isn’t something holding you down but something giving you 

strength. 

 I want prayer to be more about meeting God and less about asking something from God. 

 I want people to know that God really does love them just as they are. 

 I want people to see that God’s love doesn’t leave them as they are. 

 I want for hope to be understood as something we have in the resurrection of Jesus, not in “the 

future of our country,” any political outcome or personal ambition. 

 I want to see myself as a minor character in Jesus’ story rather than Him as a minor character 

in my story. 
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 I want the story of the death-conquering King of Kings to be what defines us more than any other 

story. 

These are some things that I want. I think any one of them would really make my Christmas. 

What do you want for Christmas this year? 

Seek First the Kingdom of God: A Reflection for the 
Nativity Season 

St. John St. SeraphimOn December 6, 2016,  
His Grace Bishop Thomas, Diocese of Charleston, presented this Nativity reflection to a group of 
parish council members. His timely words are equally applicable to any and all of the faithful during this 
holy season of the year. 
 
It is my pleasure to be speaking here this evening.  I want to commend you all for your hard work and 
dedication to your parish. The spiritual health of any parish is a reflection of the spiritual health of its 
leadership, especially that which is provided by the parish council.  

As I begin my reflection, I thought I would offer a short story concerning St. John Maximovitch of San 
Francisco. On the evening before St. John was going to commemorate the solemn canonization of Fr. John 
of Kronstadt, he was celebrating the All Night Vigil in preparation for the Divine Liturgy the next day. It so 
happened that a group of parishioners had organized a Halloween Ball on the very same night of this vigil. 
Thus, when the All Night Vigil began many people were absent, to the great sorrow of St. John. 

After the vigil service, St. John went to the place where the ball was being held. He entered the hall and the 
music stopped; in absolute silence, he glanced sorrowfully at the revelers. With his staff in hand, he slowly 
walked around the entire hall. He didn't speak, but the sight of the holy bishop brought general 
consternation to the party. Saint John then left the hall, but the next day in church he issued a call to all 
present, to seek the devout Christian life.  

This story reminds us that the spiritual life is of prime importance in all we do. We must remember that 
our first priority must be to seek the kingdom of God above all else. The first requirement as well as 
the first duty of a parish council member is to possess a sincere desire to imitate the saints 
in their love for God. While parish council members work with budgets, planning, and the maintenance 

http://antiochian.org/BishopThomas
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of buildings, this work is still different from that done by others who deal with such issues. One may have 
real talent for financial matters or a knack for management, but that should never be why anyone is chosen 
to be a member of the parish council. This is not how others should remember parish council members. 

Instead, we ought to be known for our striving for sanctity through continuous prayer, our 
repentance and fasting, and our regular attendance at church services. These things should 
always be the criteria by which a person is selected to serve the parish. Council members 
should be pillars of the faith community, modeling humility, gentleness, and compassion. 
The spiritual weapons that help us achieve these virtues are to be found in the church, with the saints, and 
our Lord Jesus Who is present on the altar table.  

The most important gift one can offer a parish our fellow Orthodox Christians is our own striving for 
theosis and union with God through a life of repentance and reception of the Holy Mysteries. Elder Cleopa 
of Romania used to tell his spiritual children that the one on the path of salvation finds two walls around 
him—one to his left and the other to his right. The first wall to the left is the proper fear of God, preferring 
nothing to Him and His service. The other wall to the right is the remembrance of death. Elder Cleopa 
would tell his spiritual children that with these two walls as protective boundaries, a Christian could not be 
led astray from the path that leads to life.  

Parish council members perform lofty work with many burdens and responsibilities. In this role, we are 
stewards of the Gospel and the life of the holy Church, alongside the parish pastor. As St. Paul reminded 
the Christian community at Ephesus, each one of us must be free of all bitterness, anger, jealousy, and 
strife, for they grieve the Holy Spirit with which we have been sealed. In parish council meetings and 
deliberations there can be no room for such things. Given our fallen state and our inclination to the 
passions, we must make every effort daily to repent, pray unceasingly as St. Paul instructs us, and 
participate piously and often in the church services.   

The parish will thrive if the parish council members lead the way through a continuous striving for 
holiness. We have heard the saying of St. Seraphim of Sarov many times: “Acquire the Spirit of Peace and a 
thousand souls around you will be saved.” In concrete terms, the saintly Seraphim explained how this is to 
be done: 

You cannot be too gentle, too kind. Shun even to appear harsh in your treatment of each other. Joy, 
radiant joy, streams from the face of him who gives and kindles joy in the heart of him who receives. 
All condemnation is from the devil. Never condemn each other…instead of condemning others, strive to 
reach inner peace. 
Keep silent, refrain from judgment. This will raise you above the deadly arrows of slander, insult, and 
outrage and will shield your glowing hearts against all evil. 
If we make these words of St. Seraphim our own as we work together, thousands indeed will be saved and 
come to know the Lord Jesus Christ through His holy Orthodox Church. 

 

 

What is Christian Stewardship? Christian Stewardship is : learning how to be a responsible and concerned 

caretaker of Christ’s Church; it is learning how to enjoy Church life and be happy in Church work., for in Her dwells the 

fullness of the Spirit of God. …our active commitment to use all our time, talent and treasure for the benefit of 
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humankind in grateful acknowledgment of Christ’s redeeming love. …caring for the needs of others. …offering one’s 

self to God as He offered Himself to us. …what a person does after saying “I believe…”, as proof of that belief. …devotion 

and service to God and His Church as persons, as families, as diocese, as national Church and as Church universal. 

(Williams & McKibben in Oriented Leadership) Christian Stewardship is about becoming good caretakers of all that God 

has given us. God has given each of us special and unique gifts. And through Holy Scripture He teaches us all that what 

we have is a loan. He lends everything to us, and reminds us that one day He will ask us to give a detailed accounting 

of what we have done with the gifts He has given us. Archbishop Anastasios of Albania has noted that “we find 

ourselves by offering ourselves.” Have we learned the blessedness of generously giving to others of all we have? 

Everything we have is temporal. We don’t know for how long we have it. The fundamental question, though, is how 

will we use all that we have for the glory of God? 

 نوُر المعرفة

لها، ارتقاء إلى أعماق الله. وُلد المخلصّ في صميم مأساة الدنيا، في برد وعراء لقد أطَلع العيدُ من جديد نوُر المعرفة. فلَيْلتَنُا ضوءٌ ك
وإجحاف. وأثار مولده حسد هيرودس، وبلغ الحقدُ عليه مبلغ الصلب. الأيقونة التقليدية للميلاد تجعل الطفل في المذود مقمّطًا وكأنهّ 

 ليه كل ألم وموت.في كفن، وكأنه رُمي في المذود على الألم والموت إذ احتمل ع

ق الناس. المسيح أبدًا وليدُ هذا التمزق، طريحُه إلى الأبد. الجراح  لا يبغي صاحب العيد أن نغضّ الطرف عن الراهن حولنا، عن تمزُّ
نهم لأمعشرُه وفيها يقرأ السلام. السلام الذي أنَشدَته الملائكة يعطيه يسوع إلى العطشى إلى المرضى، الذين يزهق الباطل بحضرتهم 

 يعُلوّن الحق ويسلكون في سبيله طريق الجراح.

تلك القلةّ المخْلصة التي تتقبلّ في الأرض انحناء السماء تشهد أننا رماد ونوُر بآن، رماد مدعوّ أن يكون وهّاجًا، حياة تنبعث من 
 اق، مارسَ سيادته على العالم، سطع فيالموت، وسيادة تنبثق من انسحاق كليّ. في الميلاد أتى الله إلينا بصورة عبد. بهذا الانسح

ن مالعالم نوُرًا. لا سبيل سوى هذه المسكَنة إلى الرفعة وهذا الاتضاع إلى الكِبرَ وهذا الموت إلى الحياة. نوُر العالم وجماله وخلاصه 
 الفناء هو في أن يسكنه مُسَحاء يعكسون ضوء المسيح، يولدون كل يوم بحنان الله وغفرانه.

لم تبقَ تذََكُّر يسوع في زمن الناس وكأنه مجرّد دمية تزُيَّن بها البيوت. المسألة غدت أن نكون أو لا نكون مع المسيح وفيه، فالمسألة 
 أن ينجو العالم بصبغته وبالمصطبغين بموته. بهم وحدهم ينجو الكون من الظلمة والموت وينبعث في نور القيامة.

الذي ينشده منهم أو يولوّا وجوههم، في دوام الإخلاص إلى نهوض الله فيهم ضوء عقل وشعور  محبوّ المسيح الأبكار يرَعَونه والبرّ 
 ومسلك والتزام.

فيما أسعى إلى الإخلاص أراك يا سيدّ بهاء للعالمين ولذا أستر وجهي لأني رجل دنس الشفتين، متجذرّ في العالم، غارق في نفسي 
كأن رجائي يندحر. إزاء ما تعطيه يا رب أنا صفر اليدين. هلاّ قبلتَ فقري هدية؟ وُجودُك  ألَتهي بسحرها الكذوب. أدور فيها فأخَتنق

 الوضيع في المذود كل غناي. ذكِّرْني بذلك إن استكبرتُ أو حاولت الامتلاك. قلُْ انك الملِك يا سيد.

 كلها تستعر في خفايا النفس. ميلادُك يبوح بأنك مُلقىإلامَ أصَيرُ في ضعفي والعالم فينا شهوةُ جسدٍ وشهوةُ عينٍ وانتفاخُ وجودٍ. هذه 
 في هذا الأتون الرهيب الذي هو القلب لتحُوّله بندى حضورِك إلى مسكن نعيم.

ى لهذه الخطيئة الملحاح المعشّشة فينا لا تدََعْها تعصف حتى الدوار فنلتهي بعذابنا عنك. لا تسُمّرنا على الحسرة والتندّم بل حوّلنا إ
 لغفور فنكون، إذا تأمّلناه، بمنأى عن القبائح.وجهك ا

 اللهم لا تدََع الآثام تستعصي ولا النفوس بها تتأزّم. أعَطنا دموعًا بها نغتسل ونرتوي. مُسَّ أفواهنا بجمرة المحبة حتى تألف رحمتك
 وتتوب اليك بالفرح.

 جاورجيوس مطران جبيل والبترون وما يليهما )جبل لبنان(

 

 لمتجسّدأؤمن بالإله ا

أؤمن بأنّ الربّ يسوع المسيح بلاهوته مولود من الآب خارج الزمن، وبأنهّ بناسوته مولود من القديسة مريم في الزمن. هو بلاهوته 
من دون أمُّ، وبناسوته من دون أب. أؤمن بأنهّ شخص واحد، بطبيعتين كاملتين، واحدة إلهيةّ وثانية إنسانيةّ، غير منفصلتين ولا 

في البدء »منذ لحظة الحبل به في الأحشاء العذريةّ التي لمريم، اتحّدت الطبيعة الإلهيةّ بالطبيعة البشريةّ في شخص واحد.  ممتزجتين.
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عمةً ا نكان الكلمة والكلمة كان عند الله وكان الكلمةُ الله... والكلمة صار جسدًا وحلّ بيننا ورأينا مجده، مجدًا كما لوحيد من الآب مملوءً 
 (.١٤-١: ١)يوحنا  «وحقًّا

أؤمن أيضًا بأنّ مريم العذراء الفائقة القداسة هي على صورة العلُيّقة التي ظهر منها ملاك الرب لموسىى على جبل الله حوريب، ونظر 
لاهوت دون أن (. لقد تقبلّتْ مريمُ حقيقةً في داخلها نار ال٣-١: ٣)خروج « وإذا العليّقة تتوقدّ بالنار، والعليّقة لم تكن تحترق»موسى 

بّ رتستهلكها تلك النار، وصارت، بتجسّد الكلمة، والدة الإله في الزمن. كانت بتولاً قبل الولادة وفي الولادة وبعد الولادة. فكما أنّ ال
نا حيسوع خرج من القبر الذي كان اليهود قد ختموه بحجر، وكما دخل على تلاميذه المجتمعين في أوّل الأسبوع والأبواب مغلقة )يو

(، كذلك عبر من أحشاء مريم البتول دون أن يفُسد عذريتّها. مريم هي بابُ المقْدس الخارجيّ المتَّجه نحو المشرق، الذي ١٩: ٢٠
-١: ٤٤وصفه حزقيال النبيّ، الذي يكون مغلقاً لا يفُتحَ ولا يدخل منه إنسان لأنّ الربّ إله إسرائيل يدخل منه ويبقى مغلقاً )حزقيال 

٢.) 

( وأعَطت من لحمها ومن دمها للكلمة المتجسّد وأرَضعَته من ثدييها وربتّه في أحضانها طفلاً ٤٣: ١مريمُ أمُّ الربّ )لوقا صارت 
 (.٤٠: ٢)لوقا « وكان الصبيّ ينمو ويتقوّى بالروح ممتلئاً حكمةً وكانت نعمة الله عليه»كسائر الأطفال، 

نازُلاً إلهيًّا. فالذي هو على صورة الله أخلى نفسه ليتخّذ صورة العبد ووضع نفسه أؤمن بأنّ ولادة الرب يسوع في بيت لحم كانت ت
(، لكي يشفيني من أهوائي المعيبة ويخُلصّني من حِيلَ العدوّ وأكاذيبه ويفديني من ٨-٦: ٢وأطاع حتى الموت، موت الصليب )فيلبي 

سكب للموت نفسه وأحُصي مع أثمةٍ وهو حمَلَ »(، ٢١: ١)متى « لأنهّ يخلصّ شعبه من خطاياهم»خطاياي الكثيرة، فهو سُمّي يسوع 
 (.١٢: ٥٣)إشعياء « خطية كثيرين وشفع في المذنبين

 قدرته الإلهيةّ قد وهبت لنا كلّ ما هو للحياة والتقوى»أؤمن بأنّ الإله صار إنساناً لكي يقدّس طبيعتنا ويجعلنا شركاء له في مجده، فإنّ 
جد والفضيلة، اللذين بهما قد وَهَبَ لنا المواعيد العظمى والثمينة لكي تصيروا بها شركاء الطبيعة الإلهيةّ هاربين بمعرفة الذي دعانا بالم

 (.٤-٣: ١بطرس ٢« )من الفساد الذي في العالم بالشهوة

 أؤمن بأن المسيح وُلد في العالم الأرضي لكي يفتح لي ذلك العالم العلوي.

  

 هديتّي ليسوعمن تعليمنا الأرثوذكسي: 

التلميذ: علمّونا في اجتماع التعليم المسيحي ترتيلة من صلاة الغروب تتكلمّ عن ماذا نقدّم للمسيح في عيد ميلاده، وعلينا أن نستعدّ 
 ونقدّم اقتراحات في لقائنا المقبل. هل تسُاعدني؟

 المرشد: طبعاً أسُاعدك. تعال نعمل سوية. لنراجع أولا ما هي هذه الترتيلة.

ماذا نقُدّم لك أيها المسيح لأنك ظهرتَ على الأرض كإنسان لإجلنا؟ فكلّ فرد من المخلوقات التي أبَدعتهَا يقُدّم لك شكرًا: »التلميذ: 
 ُ «. تولا...ب مّافالملائكةُ التسبيحَ، والسماواتُ الكوكبَ، والمجوسُ الهدايا، والرعاةُ التعجّبَ، والأرضُ المغارةَ، والقفرُ المذودَ، وأمّا نحن فأ

 سأقول في الاجتماع انني أشترك مع كل الناس في تقديم مريم أمُّ يسوع، والدة الإله. أليست هذه أعظم هديةّ؟

د يالمرشد: طبعاً. الفكرة جميلة. لكن ألَا تعتقد أن شيئا شخصيا منك، قد يكُلفّك قليلا، سيكون هدية أفضل للطفل المولود. فكّر. ماذا ير
 نجيل؟منا يسوع في الإ

 التلميذ: يريد منا أن نعيش حسب الإنجيل، أن نحب بعضُنا بعضا، أن نصليّ كما علمَّنا...

يه ويسكنه فالمرشد: أفكار عظيمة! لمَ لا تقُرّر أن تقُدّم ليسوع قلباً نقياّ مُحباّ مؤمنا مصليّا... وتسعى ليكون لك هذا القلب، فيولد المسيح 
 دائمًا؟

 ، لكنها لا تقُدَّم فقط بمناسبة عيد الميلاد. انها تتطلبّ العمر كله.التلميذ: هذه هدية عظيمة

يقوم و المرشد: هذا ما قصدتهُ تمامًا. هذا اقتراح أوّل. لنعدُ إلى الإنجيل. هل من أفكار أخُرى لهديةٍ تليقُ بالذي أخَذ جسدا ليتألم ويموت
 ليخلصّنا؟

 «.ما فعلتمُ بأحد إخوتي الصغار فبي فعلتمُوه»كل ما قاله: التلميذ: لا أجد شيئا. يسوع لم يطلب لنفسه شيئا. 

  المرشد: ألا يوحي لك هذا الكلام بهدية؟

التلميذ: وجدتهُا! أبَحث عن شخص وحيد او مريض وأزوره مع رفاقي. أو نجمع بعض المال ونقدّم الطعام والحلوى والهدايا لعائلة 
 رعيتنا. ربما نجد أفكارا أخُرى. شكرا.محتاجة. قال أبونا انه يعرف عائلات محتاجة في 
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