The Self-Ruled Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese
Of North America
The Diocese of Eagle River and the Northwest
Antiochian Orthodox Church of the Annunciation
:\,'\Sl.h.f\]‘ K:HASSJSJY‘ 8 Ll L..gss
3107-40" Street SW, Calgary, AB T3E 3J9
Rev. Fr. George Dahdouh, D.Min. Pastor.

Tel: Home (587) 353-3536, Cell (403) 993-7945
Email: frdahdouh@sbcglobal.net

."j‘ SN TE Nt km,aomesu mcetmnmucatmtg' :
8¢ immmsuemhocmnocﬂ"mmﬂmba

,ﬁn#cm&ﬂhamlﬂaeﬁusfd
5K 04 T FIMETEPN OO 00"
memaexmwf&ca'xl;ﬂucnn. g0

Sunday May 24th, 2015

Sunday of the After-feast of the Ascension
Commemoration of the Holy Fathers of the First Ecumenical Council

Weekly Service Schedule: Sunday
Saturday: 6:00 PM  Vesper service
Sunday: 9:30 AM  Matins Service

10:45 AM Divine Liturgy

Tone 6 Eothinon 10


mailto:frdahdouh@sbcglobal.net

THE FIRST ANTIPHON
O clap your hands, all ye peoples; shout unto God with the voice of exultation.
Refrain: Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Savior, save us.
For the Lord Most High is terrible; He is a great King over all the earth. He hath subdued the
peoples under us, and the nations under our feet. (Refrain)
Glory... Both now... (Refrain)

THE SECOND ANTIPHON
Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised in the city of our God, in His holy mountain.
Refrain: Save us, O Son of God, Who didst rise from us in glory to the heavens; who sing to
Thee. Alleluia.
God is known in her palaces when He cometh to our aid. (Refrain)
For lo, the kings of the earth were assembled; they came together. (Refrain)
Glory... Both now... O, only begotten Son and Word of God...

THE THIRD ANTIPHON
Hear this, all ye people; give ear, all ye inhabitants of the earth. My mouth shall speak of
wisdom; and the meditation of my heart shall be of understanding. | will incline mine ear to a
parable; I will open my dark saying upon the harp. (Now sing the Apolytikion of the
Ascension.)

THE EISODIKON (ENTRANCE HYMN) OF ORDINARY SUNDAYS
Come, let us worship and fall down before Christ. Save us, O Son of God, Who art risen from
the dead; who sing to Thee. Alleluia.

* After the Little Entrance (Eisodos), sing these Apolytikia in the following order.

RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE SIX

When Mary stood at Thy grave, looking for Thy sacred body, angelic powers shone above Thy
revered tomb. And the soldiers who were to keep guard became as dead men. Thou led Hades
captive and wast not tempted thereby. Thou didst meet the Virgin and didst give life to the world,
O Thou, Who art risen from the dead, O Lord, glory to Thee.

APOLYTIKION OF THE ASCENSION IN TONE FOUR

Thou hast ascended in glory, O Christ our God, and gladdened Thy Disciples with the promise of
the Holy Spirit, having become confident of the blessing. Verily, Thou art the Son of God, and
Deliverer of the world.

APOLYTIKION OF THE HOLY FATHERS IN TONE EIGHT

Thou, O Christ, art our God of exceeding praise Who didst establish our holy Fathers as luminous
stars upon earth, and through them didst guide us unto the true Faith, O most merciful One, glory
to Thee.

(Troparion of the Annunciation- Tone 4):

Today is the beginning of our salvation, and the manifestation of the mystery from the
ages; for the Son of God becometh the Son of the Virgin, and Gabriel proclaimeth grace.
Wherefore, do we shout with him to the Theotokos: Rejoice, O full of grace! The Lord is
with thee.




KONTAKION OF THE ASCENSION IN TONE SIX

When Thou didst fulfill Thy dispensation for our sakes, uniting the terrestrials with the celestials,
Thou didst ascend in glory, O Christ our God, inseparable in space, but constant without
separation, and crying unto Thy beloved: | am with you, and no one shall be against you.
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The Epistle:
Blessed art Thou, O Lord, the God of our Fathers. For Thou art just in all Thou hast done.
The Reading from the Acts of the Apostles. (20:16-18, 28-36)

In those days, Paul had decided to sail past Ephesus, so that he might not have to spend
time in Asia; for he was hastening to be at Jerusalem, if possible, on the day of Pentecost. And
from Miletus he sent to Ephesus and called to him the elders of the church. And when they came
to him, he said to them: “Take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit has
made you overseers, to care for the church of God which he obtained with the blood of his own
Son. | know that after my departure fierce wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock;
and from among your own selves will arise men speaking perverse things, to draw away the
disciples after them. Therefore be alert, remembering that for three years | did not cease night or
day to admonish everyone with tears. And now I commend you to God and to the word of His
grace, which is able to build you up and to give you the inheritance among all those who are
sanctified. I coveted no one’s silver or gold or apparel. You yourselves know that these hands
ministered to my necessities, and to those who were with me. In all things | have shown you that
by so toiling one must help the weak, remembering the words of the Lord Jesus, how He said, ‘It
is more blessed to give than to receive.”” And when he had spoken thus, he knelt down and prayed
with them all.
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The Gospel
The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. John. (17:1-13)

At that time, Jesus lifted up His eyes to heaven and said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify
Thy Son that the Son may glorify Thee, since Thou hast given Him power over all flesh, to give
eternal life to all whom Thou hast given Him. And this is eternal life, that they know Thee the only
true God, and Jesus Christ Whom Thou hast sent. I glorified Thee on earth, having accomplished
the work which Thou gavest Me to do; and now, Father, glorify Thou Me in Thy own presence
with the glory which | had with Thee before the world was made. | have
manifested Thy Name to the men whom Thou gavest Me out of the world; Thine they were, and
Thou gavest them to Me, and they have kept Thy word. Now they know that everything that Thou
hast given Me is from Thee; for | have given them the words which Thou gavest Me, and they
have received them and know in truth that | came from Thee; and they have believed that Thou
didst send Me. | am praying for them; | am not praying for the world but for those whom Thou
hast given Me, for they are Thine; all Mine are Thine, and Thine are Mine, and | am glorified in
them. And now | am no more in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to Thee.
Holy Father, keep them in Thy Name, which Thou hast given Me, that they may be one, even as
We are one. While | was with them, I kept them in Thy Name, which Thou have given Me; | have
guarded them, and none of them is lost but the son of perdition, that the scripture might be fulfilled.
But now | am coming to Thee; and these things I speak in the world, that they may have My joy

fulfilled in themselves.”
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Megalynarion: “It is Truly Meet”;



Koinonikon (Communion Hymn): “Praise ye the Lord.”
Instead of singing “We have seen the true light”, sing the Apolytikion of the Ascension.
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The First Council of Nicaea was the first ecumenical council of the Church. Most significantly, it

resulted in the first uniform Christian doctrine, called the Nicene Creed. With the creation of the
creed, a precedent was established for subsequent local and regional councils of Bishops (Synods)
to create statements of belief and canons of doctrinal orthodoxy—the intent being to define unity of

beliefs for the whole of Christendom. Derived from Greek (Ancient Greek: oikoupévn oikoumené "the

inhabited earth"), "ecumenical" means "worldwide" but generally is assumed to be limited to the
known inhabited Earth, (Danker 2000, pp. 699-670) and at this time in history is synonymous with
the Roman Empire; the earliest extant uses of the term for a council are Eusebius' Life of
Constantine 3.6 around 338, which states "he convoked an Ecumenical Council”

Ancient Greek: oUvodov oikouueviknv ouvekpdTel)® and the Letter in 382 to Pope Damasus land the

Latin bishops from the First Council of Constantinople.id

One purpose of the council was to resolve disagreements arising from within the Church of
Alexandria over the nature of the Son in his relationship to the Father: in particular, whether the Son

had been 'begotten’ by the Father from his own being, and therefore having no beginning, or else
created out of nothing, and therefore having a beginning.id St. Alexander of

Alexandria and Athanasius took the first position; the popular presbyter Arius, from whom the

term Arianism comes, took the second. The council decided against the Arians overwhelmingly (of
the estimated 250-318 attendees, all but two agreed to sign the creed and these two, along with
Arius, were banished to lllyria).k2 Another result of the council was an agreement on when to
celebrate Easter, the most important feast of the ecclesiastical calendar, decreed in an epistle to

the Church of Alexandria in which is simply stated:

We also send you the good news of the settlement concerning the holy pasch, namely that in answer to
your prayers this question also has been resolved. All the brethren in the East who have hitherto followed
the Jewish practice will henceforth observe the custom of the Romans and of yourselves and of all of us
who from ancient times have kept Easter together with you.ta

Historically significant as the first effort to attain consensus in the church through

an assembly representing all of Christendom, the Council was the first occasion where the
technical aspects of Christology were discussed.t Through it a precedent was set for subsequent

general councils to adopt creeds and canons. This council is generally considered the beginning of

the period of the First seven Ecumenical Councils in the History of Christianity.

Announcements

Today Sunday May 24th: The General Assembly will take place after Liturgy.

Important: General Assembly Reports: All heads of the different organizations need to write a
report for the General Assembly. The Ladies Organization, Sunday school, Youth, the Chairman
of the Parish Council, the choir, and any other organization.

Soul Saturday: Friday May 29" at 7 PM, we will celebrate the remembrance of all those who
passed away during the Divine Liturgy.
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Pentecost is May 31%: We will have Vespers with the kneeling service, after a break, at 1.30 PM
on Sunday. Please plan to attend this important service.

Nadi/club: Friday June 5 will be our first “Nadi” get together. Come join us between 7-10 PM
and play games, visit together and enjoy some coffee.

Readers: If you are interested to read the epistle in Arabic or English, please see Father, Father
would like to have a few people to read in both languages and would like to train them on how to
read. We will make a schedule of readers.

Outreach Committee: Father would like a few people to help him in reaching out to our members.
If interested, please see Father.

Sponsoring Holy Bread and Coffee Hour: Please sign up for the Holy Bread and Coffee Hour.

Church Cleaning: Volunteers are needed to help clean the church. Everyone should take a turn in
cleaning the church it is all of our responsibility. You may donate towards someone to clean the
church.

» New/Home Blessings & visitations: Father is available to visit families and bless homes again.

» New/Graduates: do you know any of our young people who are graduating high school or

university this year? Please, let Father know so we can honor them properly on June 21.

New/Vespers & Bible Study: Every Wednesday at 7 PM, we will have daily Vespers followed by
Bible Study. Thursday morning Bible Study: at 11 AM.

Hope Mission Calgary: We are collecting non-perishable canned food and breakfast boxes to help
the children of poor families.




