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Sunday October 23rd, 2016 

 

Saturday Service: Vespers at 6 PM  

Sunday Services: Matins 9:30 AM, Divine Liturgy 10:30 AM 

 
 والأحد السادس من لوقا الرب أخوالرسول يعقوب  القديس

The Holy Apostle James the Brother of Lord 

Sixth Sunday of Luke 

 

Changes in the Liturgy 

 تغييرات في القداس
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 الايصوذيكون

لنرتل لك هللويا!هلمُ لنسجد ونركع للمسيح ملكنا والهنا، خلصنا يا ابن الله يا من قام من بين الاموات،   

Entrance Hymn 

O Come, let us worship and fall down before Christ.  

Save us, O Son of God, who art risen from the dead, who sing to Thee: Alleluia! 

لأول(باللحن ا)طروبارية القيامة   

ا خُتِمَ مِنَ اليهود مانحِاً العالَمَ  ,قمُْتَ في اليومِ الثالثِ أيُّها المخلص, مِنَ الجُنْد وجسدكََ الطاهر حُفِظَ , إنَ الحجَرَ لمَّ

, دْبيرِكالمَجُدُ لِتَ , المَجُدُ لِمُلْكِكَ , المَجُدُ لقيامَتِك أيها المسيحُ : هتفَوُا إليكَ يا واهِبَ الحياة لذلكَ قواتُ السماوات. الحياة

 .يا مُحبَّ البشرِ وحدك

Troparion of the Resurrection )Tone One) 

While the stone was sealed by the Jews, and the soldiers were guarding Thy most pure body, 

Thou didst arise on the third day, O Savior, granting life to the world. For which cause the 

heavenly powers cried aloud unto Thee, O giver of life. Glory to Thy Resurrection O Christ, 

glory to Thy kingdom, glory to Thy providence, O Thou Who alone art the lover of mankind. 

 (باللحن الرابع)الرب  أخوالرسول يعقوب طروبارية القديس 

فلك  ,للإله وبما أنك اخ   .فأنت غير مردود ,وبما أنك شهيد   .يقلت الإنجيل أيها الصد ِ للرب، تقبَّ  بما أنك تلميذ  

 .فابتهل إلى المسيح الإله أن يخلص نفوسنا .فلك الشفاعة ,وبما أنك رئيس كهنة .ةالدالَّ 

Troparion of St. James the Brother of the Lord (Tone Four) 

Since thou art a Disciple of the Lord, thou didst receive the Gospel, O righteous one. And since 

thou art a martyr thou art never rejected, and since thou art a brother of God, thou art 

privileged, and since thou art a High Priest, it is thy right to intercede. Wherefore, beseech thou 

Christ God to save our souls. 

 
Troparion of the Annunciation – Tone 4) 
Today is the beginning of our salvation, and the manifestation of the mystery from the ages; for the Son of God becometh 

the Son of the Virgin, and Gabriel proclaimeth grace. Wherefore, do we shout with him to the Theotokos, Rejoice, O full of 

grace! The Lord is with thee. 

 

 باللحن الرابع( –)للبشارة 

الدة الإله، و اليوم رأس خلاصنا، وإعلان السر الذي منذ الدهور، لأن ابن الله يصير ابن البتول، وجبرائيل بالنعمة يبش ر، فلذلك ونحن معه لنهتف نحو

 إفرحي أيتها الممتلئة نعمةً الرب معكِ.
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 )الثاني)باللحن  القنداق لوالدة الإله

حنُ باتنِا نلْ يا شفيعَةَ المسيحيينَ غير الخازية، الوسيطةَ لدى الخالِقِ غيرَ المردودة. لا تعُرِضي عن أصواتِ طِ 

بادِرِي إلى الشفاعةِ وأسرعي في  بإيمانٍ. نحوكِ الخطأة، بَلْ تدارَكينا بالمعونةِ بما أنكِ صالحة، نحن الصارخينَ 

 الطِلْبَةِ يا والدةَ الإله، المتشفعة دائما في مُكَرميكِ.

Kontakion of the Theotokos (Tone Two)  

O protection of Christians that cannot be put to shame, mediation unto the Creator most 

constant, O despise not the suppliant voices of those who have sinned; but be thou quick, O 

good one, to come unto our aid, who in faith cry unto thee: Hasten to intercession, and speed 

thou to make supplication, thou who dost ever protect, O Theotokos, them that honor thee. 

 الرب أخوالرسول يعقوب  لقديسلالرسالة 

Epistle for St. James the Brother of the Lord 

ِ الأرضِ خَرَجَ   !صوتهُُ إلى كُل 

 !لسماواتُ تذُِيعُ مَجْدَ اللها

  .(19-1:11)فصلٌ من رسالةِ القديسِ بولسَ الرسولِ إلى أهل غلاطية 

ياااااا إخاااااوةُ أعلِمُكُااااام أنَّ الإنجيااااالَ الاااااذي بشَّااااارتُ باااااهِ لااااايسَ بحسااااابِ 

الإنسااانِلأ لأنااي لاام أتسَاالَّمْهُ أو أتعلَّمْااهُ ماان إنسااانٍ باال بااإعلانِ يسااوَ  

أن ااي كنااتُ المساايحلأ فااإنَّكم قااد ساامعتمُ بسِاايرتي قااديماً فااي مِلَّااةِ اليهااودِ 

رُهاااااالأ وأزَيااااادُ تقااااادُّماً فاااااي ملاااااةِ  اضاااااطَهِدُ كنيساااااةَ اللهِ باااااإفراطٍ وأدم ِ

اليهاااودِ علاااى كثيااارينَ مااان أتراباااي فاااي جِنساااي بكَِاااوني أوفَااارَ مااانهم 

غَيااارةً علاااى تقَلياااداتِ مباااائيلأ فلماااا ارتزَاااى اللهُ الاااذي أفرزناااي مااان 

اااي ودعااااني بنعمَتِاااهِلأ أنْ يعُلِااانَ ابنَاااهُ فااايَّ لأبَُ  شِااارَ باااهِ باااينَ جاااوأِ أمُ ِ

الأمُااامِ لسااااعتي لااام أصُاااوِ إلاااى لحااامٍ ودمٍلأ ولا صَاااعِدْتُ إلاااى أورشاااليمَ 

إلاااى الرُسُااالِ الاااذينَ قبلاااي بااال انطَلَقْاااتُ إلاااى دياااارِ العاااربِ وبعااادَ  لاااكَ 

رَجَعْااااتُ إلااااى دمشااااقَلأ َاُااامَّ إنااااي بعاااادَ َاااالاِ  ساااانينَ صَااااعِدْتُ إلااااى 

وماااالًأ ولااام أرَ أورشاااليمَ لأزورَ بطااارسَ فأقمَْاااتُ عنااادََُ خمساااةَ عشااارَ ي

ب.  غَيرََُ منَ الرُسُلِ سوى يعقوبَ أخي الرَّ

His voice has gone out into all the 

earth! 

The heavens declare the glory of 

God! 

The Reading is from St. Paul’s 

Letter to the Galatians (1:11-19). 

Brethren, I would have you know 

that the gospel which was 

preached by me is not man’s 

gospel.  For I did not receive it from 

man, nor was I taught it, but it 

came through a revelation of Jesus 

Christ.  For you have heard of my 

former life in Judaism, how I 

persecuted the church of God 

violently and tried to destroy it; 

and I advanced in Judaism beyond 

many of my own age among my 

people, so extremely zealous was I 

for the traditions of my fathers.  

But when he who had set me apart 
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before I was born, and had called 

me through his grace, was pleased 

to reveal his Son to me, in order 

that I might preach him among the 

Gentiles, I did not confer with flesh 

and blood, nor did I go up to 

Jerusalem to those who were 

apostles before me, but I went 

away into Arabia; and again I 

returned to Damascus.Then after 

three years I went up to Jerusalem 

to visit Cephas, and remained with 

him fifteen days.  But I saw none of 

the other apostles except James 

the Lord’s brother. 

 من لوقا السادسالإنجيل للأحد 

Gospel for the Sixth Sunday of St. Luke 

ِ البشيرِ, التلميذِ  فصلٌ شريفٌ من بشارةِ القديسِ لوقا الإنجيلي 

 . (39-8:26)الطاهر

في  لكَ الزمانِ أتى يسو ُ إلى كورَةِ الجرجِسيين فاستقبَلَهُ رجُل  من 

المدينةِ بهِ شياطينُ مُنْذُ زمانٍ طويلٍ ولَمْ يَكُنْ يَلْبَسُ َوَْباً ولا يأوِي إلى 

ا رأى يسو َ صاحَ وخَرَّ لَهُ وقالَ بصوتٍ عظيمٍ بي تٍ بلَْ إلى القبورِلأ فلمََّ

ِ. أطلبُُ إليكَ ألا  تعَُذ بَنيِلأ فإنَهُ أمَرَ  ما لي ولَكَ يا يسوُ  ابنُ اللهِ العَلِي 

وحَ النجَِسَ أنْ يخَْرُجَ من الإنسانِ لأنَهُ كانَ قد اختطَفَهُ مُنْذُ زمانٍ  الر 

بطَُ ويسَُاقُ من طويلٍ وكانَ يرُْ  بَطُ بسلاسِلَ ويحُْبَسُ بقيودٍ فيَقطَعُ الرُّ

الشيطانِ إلى البراريلأ فسألَهُ يسو ُ قائِلاً ما اسمُكَ. فقالَ له لَجِيوُن لأنَّ 

شياطينَ كثيرينَ كانوا قد دخََلوُا فيهِلأ وطَلَبوُا إليهِ أنْ لا يأمرَهُم بالذهَابِ 

خنازيرَ كثيرَةٍ ترَْعَى في الجبلَِلأ فطَلَبوُا  إلى الهاويةِلأ وكان هُنَاكَ قطيعُ 

إليهِ أنْ يأ نََ لهَُمْ بالدخولِ فيها فأِ نَ لهَُمْلأ فخَرَجَ الشياطينُ من الإنسانِ 

ودخَلوُا في الخنازيرِ فوََبََ القطيعُ عن الجُرْأِ إلى البحيرةِ فاختنَقََلأ 

ا رأى الرعاةُ ما حَدََ  هَرَبوُا فأخبَرُوا في ا لمدينةِ وفي الحقولِلأ فلمَ 

فخَرَجُوا لِيرََوْا ما حَدََ  وأتوُا إلى يسوَ  فوجَدوُا الإنسانَ الذي خرَجَت 

ً صحيحَ العقلِ فخافوالأ  ِ يسوَ  لابسا ً عندَ قدمََي  منهُ الشياطينُ جالِسا

 

The Reading is from the Holy 

Gospel according to St. Luke (8:26-

39). 

At that time, Jesus arrived at the 

country of the Gadarenes, which is 

opposite Galilee.  And as He 

stepped out on land, there met 

Him a man from the city who had 

demons; for a long time he had 

worn no clothes, and he lived not in 

a house but among the tombs.  

When he saw Jesus, he cried out 

and fell down before him, and said 

with a loud voice, “What hast Thou 

to do with me, Jesus, Son of the 

Most High God?  I beseech Thee, do 
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وأخبَرَهُم الناظِرُونَ أيزاً كيفَ أبُرِئَ المجنونُلأ فسألََهُ جميعُ جمهورِ 

ينَ أنْ ينصرِأَ عنهُمْ لأنَهُ اعتراهُمْ خَوْأ  عظيم . فَدخََلَ كورةِ الجرجسي

السفينةَ وَرَجَعَلأ فسألََهُ الرجُلُ الذي خَرَجَتْ منهُ الشياطينُ أن يكونَ مَعَهُ. 

ْ  بِمَا صَنَعَ اللهُ إليْكَ. فَذهََبَ  فصَرَفَهُ يسو ُ قائِلاً إرجَعْ إلى بيتِكَ وحَد ِ

 ل ِها بما صَنَعَ إليهِ يسو .وهو ينادِي في المدينةِ كُ 

not torment me.”  For Jesus had 

commanded the unclean spirit to 

come out of the man.  [For many a 

time it had seized him; he was kept 

under guard, and bound with 

chains and fetters, but he broke the 

bonds and was driven by the 

demon into the desert.]  Jesus then 

asked him, “What is your name?”  

And he said, “Legion”; for many 

demons had entered him.  And 

they begged Jesus not to command 

them to depart into the abyss.  

Now a large herd of swine was 

feeding there on the hillside; and 

they begged Jesus to let them enter 

these.  So He gave them leave.  

Then the demons came out of the 

man and entered the swine, and 

the herd rushed down the steep 

bank into the lake and was 

drowned.  When the herdsmen 

saw what had happened, they fled, 

and told it in the city and in the 

country.  Then people went out to 

see what had happened, and they 

came to Jesus, and found the man 

from whom the demons had gone, 

sitting at the feet of Jesus, clothed 

and in his right mind; and they 

were afraid.  And those who had 

seen it told them how he who had 

been possessed with demons was 

healed.  Then all the people of the 

surrounding country of the 

Gadarenes asked Jesus to depart 
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from them; for they were seized 

with great fear; so He got into the 

boat and returned.  The man from 

whom the demons had gone 

begged that he might be with 

Jesus; but Jesus sent him away, 

saying, “Return to your home, and 

declare all that God has done for 

you.”  And he went away, 

proclaiming throughout the whole 

city all that Jesus had done for him. 
 

 

 

 

"Blessed is the man who knows his own weakness, because this knowledge 
becomes to him the foundation, root, and beginning of all goodness." St. 
Isaac the Syrian, Ascetical Homilies. 
 

'The long-suffering man abounds in understanding' (Prov. 14:29), because he 

endures everything to the end." St Maximos the Confessor 
 



 Church Announcements  
 Father to visit you: Would you like Fr. George Dahdouh to visit you? Talk to Father or call him to 

schedule an appointment. Father loves to visit families and individuals.  

 World Food Day 2016: Canned Food Drive requested by the Archdiocese from October to 

December. Please bring a nonperishable food and body hygiene items to donate to Inn from the Cold 

and other needy people. 

 Youth Month: October is Youth month, all the youth will read the epistle and do the collection plus 

will welcome and seat people. Visit www.teensoyo.org All teens, please, see Mary Basmajian to read 

and usher. 

 Votive Candles: we need votive candles for the altar, if anyone would like to donate them. 

 Fr. Joseph Purpora: will be visiting our parish for youth activities on the weekend of November 18th. 

Fr. Joseph is the Director of the Youth Department for the Archdiocese. Tentative schedule: Young 

Adults meeting on November 18th at 7 PM, the Theme: Living an Orthodox Christian life in a modern 

http://www.teensoyo.org/
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world. Saturday November 19th: meeting with the teens at the church at 4:30 pm. Sunday November 

20th meeting with the parents after Liturgy.  

 Have you heard something but you are not sure if it is true, call Father and talk to him.  

 Young Adults: Will attend Vespers for the Feast of St. Demetrius on Tuesday October 25th at 6:30 

PM at the Greek church. 

 Upcoming Young Adults Activities: please come and be a part of the fun! 

Date  Activity   النشاط 

Oct 25th  We will attend vesper service in St. 
Demetrius Greek church at 6:30, 
celebrating St. Demetrius day 

ي كنيسة القديس 
 
حضور صلاة الغروب ف

يوس اليونانية، للاحتفال بعيد القديس  ديمتر
يوس   ديمتر

Nov 05th  
Plan A (depending on weather 

conditions) 

Spend a day together in Banff.  .ي بانف
 
 قضاء يوم مع بعض ف

  إذا سمحت الظروف الجوية

Nov 04th  
Plan B (depending on weather 

conditions) 

Go to a restaurant and chill out.  .فيه عن النفس  الذهاب إلى مطعم والتر
إلى إذا لم تسمح الظروف الجوية بالذهاب 

 بانف. 
Nov 11th  
 

Arabic Breakfast in the church   ي الكنيسة
 فطور حمص وفول وتسقية ف 

Nov 18th  Fr. Purpura Visit, we will meet and 
discuss “How to live a Christian life 
in the modern world and its 
challenges” 

الاجتماع مع أبونا باربورا ومناقشة " كيف 
ي العالم المعاصر  نعيش

حياة مسيحية ف 
 وتحدياته"

Dec 02nd  We will discuss “Church Schism” in 
history and present with Abouna 
George. 

ي 
مناقشة موضوع "انشقاق الكنيسة" ف 
 التاري    خ والحاصر  مع أبونا جورج

Dec 16th  Help Sunday school preparing for 
the Christmas play. 

مساعدة مدارس الأحد بالتحضتر لمسرحية 
 الميلاد

 

 Bake Sale: will be on December 3rd and 4th. Please see Sara for more information. 

 Family Night: This Friday October 21st at 7 PM.  We will serve Falafel Sandwiches. 

 Church School this Saturday October 22nd at 4:30 PM. 

 Special Collection for Seminarians will be October 30th.  

 Christmas Play: the children”s Christmas Play will be on December 18th at the Greek Church in the 

afternoon.  

 Sponsors are needed for the following Sundays: Holy Bread sponsors are needed for the following 

Sundays: November 6th and 27th, December 11th, 18th and Christmas on the 25th.  
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 Wednesday Vespers and Bible Study: Every Wednesday at 7 PM.  We will study together how the 

Bible came to existence and the Gospel of Mark. Come join us. 

 Giving back to God: Our church depends on your generous giving back to God for all His 

blessings in your life. Please, give generously and regularly and God will bless you back a 100 

times. Give a percentage of your income. Write your name on the envelope for a receipt. 

 

 University Students: Father met with the University chaplaincy department this past Wednesday. 

 Church School: Every Saturday at 4.30 PM we will have Sunday School. The church school needs 

your financial support. We need to buy dividers and mats for the floors.  If you like to help our children 

to learn the Faith, please see Ky. Manal. 

 Youth Trip to Edmonton: Tentatively on Saturday November 12th, if you like to go, talk to Mary. 

 Don’t forget to visit: www.ancientfaith.com  www.myocf.net  

 Please say your baptismal name when you come to communion. 

 University Students: Every year in December university students from all over the US and Canada 

get together for a retreat at three different locations. Also, for Spring Break 2017, please visit 

www.OCF.net/realbreak2017 see below for places. Father is trying to start one here in Calgary. 

 We need to attend the Liturgy from the beginning.  Try to be at church at 10:30 AM. Those who 

partake of Holy Communion should stay until the final blessing and say the thanks giving prayers 

after Holy Communion. Liturgy starts with “Blessed is the Kingdom”, and ends with the final 

blessing and kissing of the cross. 

The Lionheart: COMING SOON TO A CHURCH NEAR YOUR HEART!  “The Lionheart” 

The challenges of Fatherhood and becoming a great role-model to your children are immense. What about the 
value of being a loving and caring husband to your wife? Sickness OR health, remember that? Men, you will gain 
appreciation from your family, by engaging in a most meaningful course as the “Lionheart”.  This is a “Pursuit of 
God” put together by the Orthodox faith. For ages 18+, as you may be a husband or father, so prepare for 
it.  Society is at times, suffocating with social problems: drugs, depression and lack of Leadership in our homes and 
place of worship. Within a short 4 week term, you will likely find many problem-solving techniques to becoming a 
better man. We can learn from the DVD or from each others experiences, hopefully in confidence.  We can 
communicate our feeling, or we can just listen and learn. After this program you will thank our Lord for the 

experience!  Lou Salloum is assisting Father in forming a Christian men group. Please, signup with 
Lou Salloum. 
 

http://www.ancientfaith.com/
http://www.myocf.net/
http://www.ocf.net/realbreak2017
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 Missing Sunday Liturgy: Attending Sunday Liturgy should be part of our regular life as a family, we 

should not miss church unless we are really sick. Make attending church every Sunday an important 

part of your family life. The family that worships together, stays together. 

 

Sin as Illness 
Our Orthodox Faith defines sin as an illness that is in need of healing, not as a crime that requires 
punishment. The Church is a hospital for the soul whose therapists (priests) first sought therapy and then 
became the therapists. As a healing institution the Church is the place for broken souls. 

We come before Christ as tarnished images, far from that which God intended. Yet this very Creator God 
is patient and loving, quick to forgive. Our God invites us to holiness, to be made whole. His grace is 
sufficient to lift us up out of our mire and into the heights of a joy and gladness that is meant to be 
eternal. We need only to humble ourselves and ask for help and the Kingdom is ours. 

Heaven and hell are not about location, but about relationship. All that is needed is our responsive word, 
followed by action. We say yes to God’s invitation while seeking out the therapy that is ours within the life 
of the Church. 

Wholeness (holiness) is ours through this relationship with Christ, Whose redemptive act upon the Cross, 
together with His having conquered death by death, delivers us from the depths of estrangement. We are 
lifted up to God, having been made whole, and eternal communion with God is our destiny. 

With love in Christ, 
Abbot Tryphon 

A Good Confession 
Following His glorious Resurrection, as He appeared to His Disciples, the Lord Jesus Christ gave the 
command that, “Whosoever’s sins you remit, they are remitted unto them; and whosoever’s sins you retain, 
they are retained John 20:23.” From that moment in history, the Church has seen the Mystery of Confession 
as one of the great mysteries (or sacraments), for it is through repentance that we receive the divine 
forgiveness of Christ for any sins that have been confessed. 

Jesus Christ bestowed His authority upon the Church to forgive sins, and the priest or the bishop, as His 
representatives on earth through their ordinations, pray to God for the salvation of the person who repents of 
his sins, and Christ forgives through the vehicle of the priesthood. The Mystery of Confession is holy 
because it connects God and His children, with the priest acting as the bridge. 

To make a good confession it is necessary to prepare oneself carefully, asking God to grant grace sufficient 
for us to make a thorough examination of the conscience. Sometimes we get so bogged down with regret, 
we fail to move on and grasp the moment. The wonderful thing about confession is the ability we are given, 
by our loving God, to receive His forgiveness, and move toward the future with hope. The past is forgiven, 
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and we needn’t occupy ourself past regret, but look forward to the future with a clean slate. With love in 
Christ, 
Abbot Tryphon 

Love and Forgiveness 
The capacity to forgive is directly related to the capacity to love, and it is in our act of forgiving others, 
that we find forgiveness. For it is in the turning away from our own self-concern, and our own self-will, 
that we begin to see that our salvation is directly linked to the salvation of our neighbor. To refuse to 
forgive our neighbor, is to cease having the capacity to love, “for he who does not love his brother whom 
he has seen, how can he love God whom he has not seen (1 John 4:20)?” 

The ability to forgive others requires work on our part, for we must cooperate with the grace that comes 
as a gift of the Holy Spirit. Since we have been forgiven much, we, in turn, must forgive much. The Lord 
Himself told us that we must forgive our brother seventy times seventy, no easy feat, to be sure. Yet it is 
this same Lord Who gives us the power, and the will, to be quick to forgive those who have hurt or 
offended us. It is this very Christ Who demonstrated the importance of forgiving others, when He forgave 
those who were crucifying Him. “Lord, forgive them, for they know not what they do (Luke 23:34).”  

With love in Christ, 
Abbot Tryphon 

LIFE ON EARTH IS A TRUST 

Rick Warren 

"The Purpose Driven Life" 

Our time on earth and our energy, intelligence, opportunities, relationships, and resources are all gifts 

from God that he has entrusted to our care and management. We are stewards of whatever God gives us. This 

concept of stewardship begins with the recognition that God is the owner of everything and everyone on earth. 

The Bible says, "The world and all that is in it belong to the LORD; the earth and all who live on it are his." (Psalm 

24:1) 

We never really own anything during our brief stay on earth. God just loans the earth to us while we're 

here. It was God's property before you arrived, and God will loan it to someone else after you die. You just get to 

enjoy it for a while. 

When God created Adam and Eve, he entrusted the care of his creation to them and appointed them 

trustees of his property. The Bible says, "[God] blessed them, and said, `Have many children, so that your 

descendants will live all over the earth and bring it under their control. I am putting you in charge.' " (Genesis 1:28) 
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The first job God gave humans was to manage and take care of God's "stuff'" on earth. This role has never 

been rescinded. It is a part of our purpose today. Everything we enjoy is to be treated as a trust that God has 

placed in our hands. The Bible says, "What do you have that God hasn't given you? And if all you have is from God, 

why boast as though you have accomplished something on your own?" (I Corinthians 4:2) 

Rev. Rick Warren writes: Years ago, a couple let my wife and me use their beautiful, beach-front home in 

Hawaii for a vacation. It was an experience we could never have afforded, and we enjoyed it immensely. We were 

told, "Use it just like it's yours," so we did! We swam in the pool, ate the food in the refrigerator, used the bath 

towels and dishes, and even jumped on the beds in fun! But we knew all along that it wasn't really ours, so we 

took special care of everything. We enjoyed the benefits of using the home without owning it. 

Our culture says, "If you don't own it, you won't take care of it." But Christians live by a higher standard: 

"Because God owns it, I must take the best care of it that I can." The Bible says, "Those who are trusted with 

something valuable must show they are worthy of that trust." (1 Corinthians 4:2) Jesus often referred to life as a 

trust and told many stories to illustrate this responsibility toward God. In the story of the talents, (Matthew 25:14-

29) a businessman entrusts his wealth to the care of his servants while he's away. When he returns, he evaluates 

each servant's responsibility and rewards them accordingly. The owner says, "Well done, good and faithful 

servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your 

master's happiness. (Matthew 25:21) 

At the end of your life on earth you will be evaluated and rewarded according to how well you handled 

what God entrusted to you. That means everything you do, even simple daily chores, has eternal implications. If 

you treat everything as a trust, God promises three rewards in eternity. First, you will be given God's affirmation: 

He will say, "Good job! Well done!" Next, you will receive a promotion and be given greater responsibility in 

eternity: "I will put you in charge of many things." Then you will be honored with a celebration: "Come and share 

your Master's happiness." 

Most people fail to realize that money is both a test and a trust from God. God uses finances to teach us to 

trust him, and for many people, money is the greatest test of all. God watches how we use money to test how 

trustworthy we are. The Bible says, "If you are untrustworthy about worldly wealth, who will trust you with the 

true riches of heaven?" (Luke 16:11) 

This is a very important truth. God says there is a direct relationship between how I use my money and the 

quality of my spiritual life. How I manage my money ("worldly wealth") determines how much God can trust me 
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with spiritual blessings ("true riches"). Let me ask you: Is the way you manage your money preventing God from 

doing more in your life? Can you be trusted with spiritual riches? 

Jesus said, "From everyone who has been given much, much will be demanded; and from the one who has 

been entrusted with much, much more will be asked." (Luke 12:48) '' Life is a test and a trust, and the more God 

gives you, the more responsible he expects you to be. 

 الكنيسة الأرثوذكسي ة "كنيسة نسكي ة"
  

سول بولس: "إن  هيئة هذا العالم تزول" )  (.31: 7كورنثوس 1يقول الر 

  

 لذلك يدعونا جميعاً، وليس فقط الرهبان، إلى أن نكون بلا هم  وأن لا نتعل ق بهذا الدهر الحاضر الخد ا .

  

. ب من واجباتنِا في هذا العالم. الإنجيل كل ه له طابع  نسكي   هذا كل ه لا يدعونا نحن المسيحي ين إلى أن نتهر 

  

 "لا تهت موا بما تأكلون وبما تشربون"...

  

(. هذا ما أك دَ بولس بقوله: "ليس لنا هنا مدينة باقية وإن ما 6يع الإنسان أن يعبد رب ين الله والمال. لا تكنزوا لكم كنوزاً على الأرض". )راجع متى لا يستط

 (.7: 6تيموَاوس  1(، وأيزًا "إن نا لم ندخل العالم بشيء وواضح أن نا لا نقدر أن نخرج منه بشيء" )14: 13نسعى إلى الآتية" )عب 

  

 لأ      لأ       لأ 

  

ل أن أموت  : "ما ا تفيدني ملذ ات العالم؟ إن ي أفز  أملك  مع المسيح من أنهذا التقليد نجدَ عند الآباء القد يسين. يكتب مثلاً القد يس إغناطيوس الأنطاكي 

 ." )رسالته إلى كنيسة رومية(.أطراأ المسكونة... فالعالم فانٍ وهذَ الحقيقة يعرفها من أدرَك أن  يسو  هو كل  شيء..

  

عون في المدن  Diogéneنقرأ في الرسالة إلى ديوغنيتس  القرن الثاني: "لا يتمي ز المسيحي ون عن سائر الناس لا بالبلد ولا باللغة ولا باللباس... يتوز 

ؤد ون واجباتهم كاملة كمواطنين... فكل  أرض غريبة هي بمثابة المتنوع ة ويتكي فون بالعادات المحل ي ة.. يقيمون كلٌّ في وطنه ولكن كغرباء مستوطنين وي

 وطن هو بمثابة أرض غريبة". وطن لهم وكل  

  

نا يء لهذا لم يكن جديداً على الرسل الذين عاشوا "كمجهولين ونحن معروفون... كحزانى ونحن دائماً فرحون، كفقراء ونحن نغني كثيرين، كأن لا ش

 (.44 و 42: 2( )أعمال 10: 6ورنثوس ك 2ونحن نملك كل  شيء". )

  

 لأ    لأ     لأ

  

وم والتقش ف وحياة الت وبة والشركة. سل، الخبرة المبني ة على الص لاة والص   هذَ هي خبرة الكنيسة منذ أيام الر 

  

سل وكس سل أن  التلاميذ المسيحي ين كانوا يواظبون كل  يوم على الص لاة وتعاليم الر  ر الخبز وكان كل  شيء فيما بينهم مشتركاً. يذكر سفر أعمال الر 

يرة والموت. ة الله المنتصرة على الأرواح الشر   الصلاة القلبي ة تعطي الإنسان المؤمن قو 

  

وم يساهم في ضبط الأهواء والشهوات الجسدي ة، ويساعد المؤمن أن يمتنع عن كل  ما لا يخص  الله. ولا ننسى ما قاله الرب  يسو : "ه لجنس ذا االص 

ير( لا يخرج إلا  بالص لاة والص وم".  )الشر 

  

ب الإنسان على تجسيد المحب ة الغالبة على الفردي ة والأناني ة. ا حياة الشركة فهي تدر   أم 
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ه مخذاً لنا و"أخلى  اتوأخيراً، وليس مخراً، علينا، نحن المسيحي ين، أن نتواضع ونلتزم مؤاساة الفقراء والمحتاجين على غرار المسيح الذي افتقر من أج

ليب" )فيلبي   (.8-7: 2صورة عبد صائراً في شبه البشر، ووضع نفسه وأطا  حت ى الموت موت الص 

  

 + أفرام

 مطران طرابلس والكورة وتوابعهما
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