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Tel: Home (587) 353-3536, Cell (403) 993-7945
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June 14th, 2015

Sunday Services:

Vespers on Saturday 6 PM, Sunday Matins 9.30 AM
10:45 AM Divine Liturgy

RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE ONE
While the stone was sealed by the Jews, and the soldiers were guarding Thy most pure body,
Thou didst arise on the third day, O Savior, granting life to the world. For which cause the
heavenly powers cried aloud unto Thee, O giver of life. Glory to Thy Resurrection O Christ,
glory to Thy kingdom, glory to Thy providence, O Thou Who alone art the lover of mankind.
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APOLYTIKION OF PROPHET ELISSEUS IN TONE FOUR
The incarnate Angel, and the Prophets’ summit and boast, * the second forerunner of the coming
of Christ our God, Elias, the glorious, * from above sent down his grace upon Elisseus; * he doth
cast out sickness and doth also cleanse lepers; * and unto all that honor him, he poureth forth
streams of cures.

» Now sing the apolytikion of the patron saint or feast of the temple.

KONTAKION FOR ORDINARY SUNDAYS IN TONE TWO
O protection of Christians that cannot be put to shame, mediation unto the Creator most constant,
O despise not the suppliant voices of those who have sinned; but be thou quick, O good one, to
come unto our aid, who in faith cry unto thee: Hasten to intercession, and speed thou to make
supplication, thou who dost ever protect, O Theotokos, them that honor thee.
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THE EPISTLE
Let Thy mercy, O Lord, be upon us. Rejoice in the Lord, O ye righteous.
The Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Romans. (2:10-16)

Brethren, glory and honor and peace for everyone who does good, the Jew first and also
the Greek. For God shows no partiality. All who have sinned without the Law will also perish
without the Law, and all who have sinned under the Law will be judged by the Law. For it is not
the hearers of the Law who are righteous before God, but the doers of the Law who will be
justified. When Gentiles who have not the Law do by nature what the Law requires, they are a
law to themselves, even though they do not have the Law. They show that what the Law requires
is written on their hearts, while their conscience also bears witness and their conflicting
thoughts accuse or perhaps excuse them on that day when, according to my gospel, God judges
the secrets of men by Christ Jesus.

THE GOSPEL
The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew. (4:18-23)

At that time, as Jesus was walking by the Sea of Galilee, He saw two brothers, Simon
who is called Peter and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea; for they were fishermen.
And He said to them, “Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men.” Immediately they left
their nets and followed Him. And going on from there He saw two other brothers, James the son
of Zebedee and John his brother, in the boat with Zebedee their father, mending their nets, and
He called them. Immediately they left the boat and their father, and followed Him. And He went
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about all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and preaching the gospel of the Kingdom and
healing every disease and every infirmity among the people.
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The Nature of Our Worship (from the OCA web)
YOU WRITE: Why do Orthodox Christians attend the Divine Liturgy and other religious
services of the Church?
RESPONSE: We do so to worship God, to enter into union with Him and His People through
the Eucharist and other Mysteries, or sacraments, and to receive strength as we continue on the

road of salvation and “the life of the world to come.” In worship, we stand before the throne of
God, loving one another “that with one mind we might confess Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, the
Trinity one in essence and undivided.” And in our worship, especially in the Divine Liturgy, we
participate in all that Christ has done for us—His incarnation, life, passion, death, burial,
resurrection, and ascension—while anticipating His second and glorious coming.

YOU WRITE: What is the purpose of such services?

RESPONSE: The fundamental purpose of the Church services is to worship God, as defined
above. Orthodox worship is “God-centered,” rather than “man-centered.” In our worship we
strive to please God, not ourselves—and this is a great honor. We offer ourselves, commending
ourselves to one another, in recognition of the fact that we have been created in the image and
likeness of God. And we offer our worship and adoration of God “on behalf of all, and for all,”
joining our voices, minds, hearts, and souls with all of the faithful who “in all ages have been
well pleasing unto God.”

YOU WRITE: Is the purpose of such attendance “to get something out of it”

or is it an offering?



RESPONSE: We attend and participate in the sacraments and services in order to worship God,
Who gave us life and all that we possess, and Who offers us through worship a foretaste of His
heavenly Kingdom. We offer ourselves, as individuals and as a faith community, to God in
worship, rather than expecting to “get something” other than communion with God and His
People. Hence, worship is not meant to entertain; rather, it inspires—and this word means “in the
spirit”—and is conducted in Spirit and Truth, as Scripture commands. While we indeed do bring
our cares and concerns, our joys and sorrows to worship, seeking the Lord’s help in our day-to-
day lives, the only expectation we must have is the encounter with God and our common
expression of this encounter as shared and experienced within the context of the worshipping
faith community. We pray that “the Lord will act,” praying that His will, rather than our own
demands and wants, is revealed to us and commiting ourselves to discerning and living His will
in our lives.

YOU WRITE: | have been told that we attend Church to identify with and help preserve our
historical ethnic heritage and traditions. Is this correct?

RESPONSE: Not at all! Those who wish to preserve their historical ethnic heritage and
traditions preserve their “old country” languages, foods, dances, and so on; these things have
nothing whatsoever to do with the Church, much less the Church’s worship or our journey to
“the life of the world to come” in the Kingdom of God. Those who think that the Liturgy is
celebrated to preserve our ethnic heritage are sorely mistaken, and | dare say only harm their
salvation. The Orthodox Church is not just for certain ethnic groups: Christ Himself said, “Teach
all nations,” not “teach your own kind, and don’t share the Kingdom of God with others of a
different ethnic background.” This attitude was condemned by the Orthodox Church in the 19th
century as a heresy—*“phyletism,” the identification of the Orthodox Christian faith with one or
another ethnic group, as if it was its personal domain. The Gospel of Jesus Christ is intended for
all mankind, not just for certain ethnic groups.

Announcements!

The Apostles Fast: continues until June 28. Fish is permitted during this fast.

Sunday School Registration: please see Mirna, Rola or one of the teachers.

Father Day Lunch: will be on June 21 after Liturgy (Lenten Lunch). Ladies please see Skia or
one of the ladies to contribute towards the lunch.

St. Innocent Camp: Welcome to Mrs. Nellie Salloum from Camp St. Innocent. She will answer
all your questions. She wants to know who is going to camp this year.




Missing Church: An Orthodox Christian who has committed his/her life to Christ must not miss
Sunday Liturgy. We should choose our activities to be after Liturgy (all birthdays and family get
together). Sundays and the 12 major Feasts Days of the Church are days of obligation for
Orthodox Christians. We cannot substitute going to church with watching a TV sermon.

> “Young Couple Club”: Please, let Father know which Friday you would like to meet again.

» Vacation: The church does not take vacation. As you get away during the summer remember the

church’s financial obligations continue. Paying the church bills continue during the summer too.
Be generous and give to the church ahead of your vacation. Give back to God what belongs to
Him.

Obeying the Church teachings: We obey the Church teachings and conform our lives to them
not asking the Church to change to conform to our lives.

You have a question? Father is only a phone call away. Give him a call, no question is stupid, call

Names Day: Do you have anyone in your family by the name of Peter or Paul and you would like
to sponsor the coffee hour on Sunday 28? Please speak to one of the ladies officers. Also, St. Elias
feast day in July: if you have anyone by the name of Elias or Elie, you can sponsor Sunday July
19, All those families with the above names may get together to offer lunch or snacks, speak to
one of the ladies officers.

Ladies Meeting: Sunday June 28 after the Liturgy for all the ladies 18 and up.

Young Adults: All young adults let us agree on another day to get together. See Father after
Liturgy.

> Parish Life Conference: June 30-July 5" in Riverside, CA. Please, try to attend.

» Archdiocese Convention: is July 20-26, 2015 in Boston, MA. His Beatitude Patriarch John X will

preside. Please, try to attend.

> Home Blessings & visitations: Father is available to visit families and bless homes again.

» Graduates: do you know if any of our young people are graduating high school or the university

this year? Please, let Father know so we can honor them properly on June 28.

Daily Vespers & Bible Study: Every Wednesday at 7 PM, we will have daily Vespers followed
by Bible Study.




