The Self-Ruled Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese
Of North America
The Diocese of Eagle River and the Northwest
Antiochian Orthodox Church of the Annunciation
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3107-40" Street SW, Calgary, AB T3E 3J9
Rev. Fr. George Dahdouh, D.Min. Pastor.

Tel: Home (587) 353-3536, Cell (403) 993-7945
Email: frdahdouh@sbcglobal.net

June 21st, 2015
Tone 2/ Eothinon 3; 3rd Sunday after Pentecost & Third Sunday of Matthew

Sunday Services:

Vespers on Saturday 6 PM, Sunday Matins 9.30 AM
10:45 AM Divine Liturgy

RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE TWO
When Thou didst submit Thyself unto death, O Thou deathless and immortal One, then Thou
didst destroy hell with Thy Godly power. And when Thou didst raise the dead from beneath the

earth, all the powers of Heaven did cry aloud unto Thee: O Christ, Thou giver of life, glory to
Thee.

* Now sing the apolytikion of the patron saint or feast of the temple.

KONTAKION FOR ORDINARY SUNDAYS IN TONE TWO
O protection of Christians that cannot be put to shame, mediation unto the Creator most constant,
O despise not the suppliant voices of those who have sinned; but be thou quick, O good one, to
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come unto our aid, who in faith cry unto thee: Hasten to intercession, and speed thou to make
supplication, thou who dost ever protect, O Theotokos, them that honor thee.
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THE EPISTLE
(For Third Sunday after Pentecost)
The Lord is my strength and my song. The Lord has chastened me sorely.
The Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Romans. (5:1-11)

Brethren, since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.
Through Him we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in our
hope of sharing the glory of God. More than that, we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that

suffering produces endurance, and endurance produces character, and character produces hope,

and hope does not disappoint us, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the
Holy Spirit which has been given to us. While we were still weak, at the right time Christ died
for the ungodly. Why, one will hardly die for a righteous man—though perhaps for a good man
one will dare even to die. But God shows His love for us in that while we were yet sinners Christ
died for us. Since, therefore, we are now justified by His blood, much more shall we be saved by
Him from the wrath of God. For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the
death of His Son, much more, now that we are reconciled, we shall be saved by His life. Not
only so, but we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now
received our reconciliation.

THE GOSPEL
(For Third Sunday of Matthew)
The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew. (6:22-33)

The Lord said, “The eye is the lamp of the body. So, if your eye is sound, your whole body will
be full of light; but if your eye is evil, your whole body will be full of darkness. If then the light
in you is darkness, how great is the darkness! No one can serve two masters; for either he will
hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You
cannot serve God and mammon. Therefore | tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you
shall eat or what you shall drink; nor about your body, what you shall put on. Is not the soul
more than food, and the body more than clothing? Look at the birds of heaven: they neither sow
nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more
value than they? And which of you by being anxious can add one cubit to his stature? And why
are you anxious about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they neither toil
nor spin; yet | tell you, even Solomon himself in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these.
But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which today is alive and tomorrow is thrown into the
oven, will He not much more clothe you, O men of little faith? Therefore do not be anxious,
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saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ For the Gentiles
seek all these things; and your heavenly Father knows that you need them all. But seek first His
kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things shall be yours as well.”
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How do we define success? By Bishop John
How do we know when our parish is succeeding? How do we evaluate the ministry of your
parish? How do we know we are doing what God wants us to be doing? For answers to these and
similar questions, stay tuned to this edition of e WORD, where | hope to offer some articles,
solutions, and even more questions! Who are we? What is our mission? What are our values?

What are we doing with what we know? We are God’s own people, His holy nation, ordained in
our baptism to bring the world to God and God to His world. Our mission is to love the Lord our
God with our whole mind, being and soul, to share His love, taking care of His people, and
baptizing them in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. What we value is sharing in
God’s life, free of temptation, bad choices and sin. What we are doing is gathering together in
God’s name, preparing and fortifying each other to be successful in our mission. We are opening
God’s house to all the people whom God calls our neighbor. e fastest growing religious category
in America is called the “Nones.” Nones are folks who identify themselves as not belonging to
any religious community. Many have been baptized somewhere, but feel no responsibility to any
Christian community, while others have not been initiated into any religious group. When asked,
most say that they don’t know what they believe and are content not knowing. Religions are not
their thing, and they are busy enough and happy enough fulfilling themselves with themselves.
“Nones” are a significant and important mission field. Many of them are children of the founders
of the Orthodox churches in America. Others are folks from every possible religious tradition,
including none! They are important to serve because we know them to be our neighbors. They
may have enough food, but they don’t know enough to be hungry for a relationship with God.
They may have designer clothing, but they have no robe of light. They may not be behind bars,
but they need the true freedom that comes from baptism and union with God. Like the “nones,”
many of our parishioners have been exposed to few of the scriptural messages of our faith. They
are unaware of how God works in our lives and don’t know how to pray. Recognizing the needs
of our parishioners, parishes and the communities in which our parishes are located, our
Archdiocese has embarked on a program to reach out to the “nones” and other neighbors that
God has put in our lives and in our communities. The WORD is excited about this new initiative
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and will work cooperatively with the parishes and Archdiocese leaders in these new efforts. Join
me in praying for our leaders as we embark together in this exciting ministry and do all you can
to participate and support this exciting new outreach. Doing the outreach that God has
commissioned us to do is how | de- ne success. Seeing the parish serving God and all people is

how I know the parish is succeeding. As for the judgment of God’s ministry, I’ll leave that up to
God.

Announcements!

Happy Father’s Day: Fr. George would like to wish all the Fathers a blessed day. We are going
to have a potluck today for our Fathers.

Sunday School Graduation today: Thank you to Rola and all the teachers for their dedication
and for teaching the Faith to our children. May our Lord bless you and your families. We will have
a dedication ceremony, then fun games after liturgy. Please bring all your students!

Volunteers Needed: Fr. George and Mary Basmajian visited “Inn from the Cold”. They need
help on August 1% to serve breakfast to the poor families at 8.30 AM. Father is looking for 5
adults/young adults to help serving breakfast to the poor families. Please, see Mary if you like to
volunteer.

“Inn from the Cold”: please visit www.innfromthecold.org for volunteering opportunities. Fr.
George would like to see our community taking part on a regular basis serving meals and
volunteering at this organization to serve the poor families. See below for their needs.

The Apostles Fast: continue until June 28. Fish is permitted during this fast.

Sunday School Registration: please see Mirna, Rola or one of the teachers.

St. Innocent Camp: All children 8 years and older plan on attending camp this year.

Missing Church: An Orthodox Christian who has committed his/her life to Christ must not miss
Sunday Liturgy. We should choose our activities to be after Liturgy (all birthdays and family get
together). Sundays and the 12 major Feasts Days of the Church are days of obligation for
Orthodox Christians. We cannot substitute going to church with watching a TV sermon.

The Twelve Feasts: + The Nativity of the Theotokos 9/8, Exaltation of the Cross 9/14, The
Entrance of the Theotokos 11/21, Nativity of Christ 12/25, Theophany 1/6, Presentation into the
Temple 2/2, Annunciation 3/25, Entry into Jerusalem (date varies), Ascension (date varies),
Pentecost (date varies), Transfiguration 8/6, Falling Asleep of the Theotokos 8/15.

» “Young Couple Club”: Please, see Hafiz Massara.

» Vacation: The church does not take vacation. As you get away during the summer remember the

church financial obligations continue. Paying the church bills continue during the summer too. Be
generous and give to the church ahead of your vacation. Give back to God what belongs to Him.

Obeying the Church teachings: We obey the Church teachings and conform our lives to them
not asking the Church to change to conform to our lives.
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You have a question: Father is only a phone call away. Give him a call, no question is stupid, call.

Ladies Meeting: Sunday June 28 after the Liturgy for all the ladies 18 and up.

Young Adults: All young adults let us agree on another day to get together. See Father after
Liturgy.

Parish Life Conference: June 30-July 5" in Riverside, CA. Please, try to attend.

Archdiocese Convention: is July 20-26, 2015 in Boston, MA. His Beatitude Patriarch John X will
preside. Please, try to attend.

» Home Blessings & visitations: Father is available to visit families and bless homes again.

» Graduates: We will honor our graduates from the universities, and high school next Sunday June

28.

Daily Vespers & Bible Study: Every Wednesday at 7 PM, we will have daily Vespers followed
by Bible Study.

% “Inn from the Cold”: please visit www.innfromthecold.org

What they need: Inn from the Cold is located at #106, 110 — 11th Ave SE. We are not able to
accept in-person donations over the weekend. Tax receipts can be issued for donations over $10,
minus GST, with a store receipt/invoice, full name and mailing address. If you have questions or
concerns, please contact Joy Park, Donations Coordinator at the following: P: 403-776-3290 E:
joy@innfromthecold.org

Summer Camp Needs: Children’s swimsuits, shoes and summer clothing (for ages 6-12)
Children’s hats, sunglasses, swim goggles, sunscreen & bug repellant Nut-free granola bars, fruit
bars, veggie/fruit packs, juice boxes and bottled water

Shelter Use & Moving Out Needs: New shower curtains w/rings New sheet sets: Twin, Double,
Q New pillows/pillowcases New air mattresses w/pumps New strollers/baby bottles and sippy cups
New vacuums/brooms, mops/mop buckets New pots and pans, dish sets, can openers, cutlery &
utensil sets Bulk packages of toilet paper New cutting boards, dishtowels & scrubbies New hangers
(plastic/wood please) New metal baking sheets New portable heaters/fans Facial tissue, lice kits
& Pedialyte New microwaves/ coffeemakers/tea kettles New hairdryers High-efficiency laundry
soap Dryer sheets Giftcards for family activities

Daily Lunch & Kitchen Needs: Paper napkins/paper coffee cups Large paper lunch bags Nut-
free school lunch snacks Utensils for lunches (plastic please) Metal tongs/soup spoons Cheese
sticks/cut-up veggie packs Hot/Cold Travel Mugs Tin foil/Ziploc bags/plastic wrap Plastic food
storage containers Baby formula: Good Start & Similac

Clothing & Footwear: Kids’ summer clothing (esp. shorts and dress): 4T - 7X New cotton
underwear for women (S, M, L, XL) Swimwear for men, women, toddlers and infants: suits,
goggles, lifejackets (8 -50 lbs.) Infant onesies: 0-3 months New bath towels, facecloths &
bathrobes New men’s & women’s lightweight jackets (L-2XL) Flip-flops, slippers & for children
& adults (all sizes) New sweatpants for women (M-2XL) New belts for men & women Spring
jackets/raincoats/ponchos & umbrellas for men, women, and children (all sizes) Summer shoes
and flip-flops for women (8-10), or gift cards to purchase
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